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STONES OF REIMS. 


By Edward Alexander Parsons.* 


“In the elder days of Art | 
Builders wrought with greatest care 
Each minute and unseen part, 


For the gods see everywhere.” 
—Longfellow. 


1. THE CATHEDRAL. 


ms man’s ceaseless efforts to attain Olympian Heights, the 
realization of beauty has been, perhaps, his foremost achieve- 
ment. .The Good, the True, and the Beautiful are synonymous 


representations of the spirit, thought and form of life, literature 


and art. In life, the character and exaltation of rare spiritual 
lives ; in literature, the consummate artistry of word and thought; 
and in art, a perfection of form on canvas, in marble or in stone. 

Of man’s first art, and probably the last that shall confront 
his own destructiveness, or the elemental chaos of the end,—in 
architecture—we will find the embodiment of his every purpose 
and of all his fears, hopes and dreams. From the cutting of the 
first tree for the entrance to the first hut,—hoary parent of Doric 
to Corinthian column,—to the last mallet stroke of Ictinos on the 


* A paver read before the Louisiana Historical Society January 24, 1922. At 
the Jeanne D’Arc celebration, Reims, France, July 15-17, 1921, the Louisiana His- 
torical Society was represented by Messrs. Edward A. Parsons, Andre Lafargue and 
the late J. Sanford Saltus. Messrs. Andre Lafargue and Edward A. Parsons were 
also the delegates of the City of New Orleans. 

The delegates were received by the municipal authorities of Reims; they were 
accorded svecial honor at the great Pontifical Mass, (July 17, 1921) celebrated by his 
Eminence, Cardinal Lucon, Archbishop of Reims, and held in the famous square with 
the historic Cathedral as an altar-Background. Mer. Tessier of Chalons delivered the 
oration. Cardinal Lucon, the heroic Archbishop of Reims, specially received the 
delegates at a memorable meeting. In the afternoon, literary leaders of France and 
prominent members of the theatre delivered addresses and recited noems. 

The delegates, at the foot of Dubois’ far-famed equestrian statue of the Maid 
of France, presented the Flag of New Orleans to the City of Reims. A wreath was 
placed on behalf of the Louisiana Historical Society. 
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Pentalic marble of the Parthenon, oy the finah polish by some un- 
known master on’ thelabt’ reliéf on the }Western facade of the 
Cathedral of Reims, or the inlaying of the last gem in the arabes- 
lex career} from our 

At least three times in architecture has perfect work been 
done. ' In the ancient world, in Greece, at Athens, the Parthenon | 
most perfect of buildings, proclaims the national glory of the most 
gifted of the children of men; in the Middle Age, in France, at 


_ Reims, the Cathedral, flower of architecture, heralds the eternal 
- truths of Christendom; and in modern times, in India, at Agra, 


the Taj Mahal, most beautiful of buildings, keeps alive the con- 
stant flame of man’s deathless love. ~ 2 
To the glory of God, to the greatness of a people, and to the 
undying memory of hunian affection, these precious things were 
reared by soul and mind and-heart, embracing the perfect gamut 
of our being and proclaiming our triumphs of faith, of patriotism 
and of humanity. And they are (or at least they were) literally, . 
the veritable heritage of the race. | 
But one survives in pristine state, the mausoleum that Shah 
Jehan ‘built to his fair love. A sinister fate, singular, and cur- 
ious, has overtaken the other two; in 1687 the mortar of Koenigs- 
mark, the German commander of the Venetian land forces, de- 
stroyed the Parthenon, priceless relic of ancient art, and in 1918, 
the unknown gunners of the German army ruthlessly shot to 
pieces the Cathedral of Reims, the fairest gem of mediaeval art. 
- It is a wonderful story, the history of the Church in art (i. e. 
* -_In the beginning the humble believers assembled in cata- 
combs and secret places to worship the true God. ‘« Then came the 
great triumph under Constantine, when the Church emerged 
from material darkness, took her proper place in the sun, develop- 
ed her splendid ritual and sacerdotal ceremonial, fought, no lon- 
ger an unequal or uncertain fight with paganism and destroyed 


jt; and finally established as the religion of the empire, had need 


for fitting places for divine service. The temples of the pagan 
gods could not ke used, if for no other reason than that they 
were relatively small and not built to hold a multitude of wor- 
shiprers, and so they turned to the vast buildings ealled basilicas, 
which had served in the ancient world for places for the adminis- 
tration of justice, for the assembly of the people, a sort of fair or 
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‘marketplace: for: traders: and:money changers: :These were first 
used, but the early: Christians gradually made important :construc- 
tural changes 'of.their own, abandoning the Graeco-Roman system 
of -rectHinear. eonstruction, and making the.arches rest: directly 
on separate columns,, which served as. their support. . The break- 
ing up of the arcade.or range of arches was a new. departure; 
it-made.the,.column the -real support: of the arch, and definitely 
parting from:the ancient orders, :laid the foundation of.an-eccle- 
siastical-style,,employing ‘cupola, vaults and arches in Christian 
churches, of. which: St. Sophia at Constantinople, builtin the 6th 
century. under Justinian, is a most. glorious example.. The Byzan- 
tine spirit. crept to the West, and contributed its jewels at Ra- 
venna ‘and other seats-in Italy. After Charlemagne,-for nearly 
two, centuries civil strife, Norman incursion, and chaos reigned 
and: darkness settled over the fair lands of Europe, as -zealots 
preached the millennium, the end of time... But the year 1000 — 
passed without the dread event and men took up life anew. In 
the words of the good Monk, Raoul! Glaber, the chronicler: . 

“Tt was:.as'if the World, shaking off its old tatters, desired 
to re-clothe itself in the white robes of the Church.”’’ 

- And he tells how ‘“‘all religious coun- 
try churches, village chapels,—were transformed into something 
better.” + This was the Romanesque architecture that differed 
from the old basilica. It took the form of the Latin cross; that 
is, a long nave intersected at above two thirds of its length 
by a transept; a vaulted roof, thick walls, windows usually round 
at the top,’ with decorations geometrical, fantastical or conven- 
tional, and as a: rule one or more towers; the whole having the | 
air of much solidity, yet somewhat heavy and depressed in . 
style, but with all the sense of serene majesty and grandeur. . , 
The Cathedral of Pisa and particularly the churches south of 
the Loire are good examples of the Romanesque school. Many . 
of them were built by associations of builders, abbots, prelates, | 
and monks, men bound by religious vows; the arts and crafts 
were practiced in the convents; bishops and churchmen directed | ) 
the work, and the monks performed labors of every sort. Hence | 


i- 


somewhere it has teen claimed that this Romanesque Round Arch 
was the chief '‘sacerdotal style adopted wherever ancient tradition, 
- feudalism, and the Church were strongest. But this was the un- 
tenable thesis of Victor Hugo (in Notre Dame de Paris) and the 
Romantic School of the 19th century, who created the fond idea 
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that there was a liberty in architecture during the Middle Age 
corresponding to the liberty of the press in our time. 

And now we reach the last great stage—the climax of eccle- 
siastical architecture. It was Raphael, I believe, who in a report to 


-his great patron, the art-loving Medici, Pope Leo X, first charac- 


terized the style as “Gothic” (i. e. “Barbarous” in the old classical 
sense) as opposed to Roman; and Vasari, the Plutarch of paint- 
ers, sculptors, and architects, in his Bible of Italian Art, has so 
firmly embedded the word in universal] vocabularies that the fine 
stylus of the scientific inquirer will never, I fear, be able to dis- 


lodge it. And therefore it remained misnamed, because it has 


nothing whatsoever to do with the Goths, the Gothic Style. Able 
theses have been written in favor of the “Pointed” style or 
“French Pointed Style” or “German Pointed Style,” according to 
the nationality of the proponent, but the English will have none 
of it; hence old Georgio Vasari wins and it remains the “Gothic” 
style. 

With nature as the foundation and Heaven the object of his 
vision, the Gothic architect has evolved a veritable marvel of 
thought wrought in letters of stone. : | 

Gothic Art may be a progression, an evolution in the con- 
tinuity of art, but it is a phase so original in design, so daring in 
aspiration, and astounding in realization as to be thought of as 
a separate, distinct, single, living, vital force. Where its prede- 
cessor sought the earth in solid magnificence, it sprang to the 
sky, with delicate folds of lacy stone and dazzling spires of in- 
finite height. Casting aside the old builders’ rule, from Egyp- © 
tian temple to Romanesque Church, of massive walls and few 
apertures, it boldly dealt in vertical lines and lofty heights; all 
was “lifted up;” they raised the height of walls, further weakened 
the structure by many openings, and then, it not being strong 
enough to resist the thrust of the vaults, they invented the “fly- 
ing buttress” (exterior stone arches supported at the spring by 
solid masses of masonry called buttresses) to insure the build- 
ings’ firmness; they increased the height of vaults to enlarge 
spaces for windows, rose windows and apertures in excess of 
solid surfaces; they lifted up the arch and made it pointed; they 
erected airy pinnacles, slender belfries, daring flights of lace- 
like traceries in stone; and they used ribbed vaulting and exterior 
galleries and architectural divisions and structural necessities, 
which were decorated with fruits and plants, the local flora of 
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the region; with a fauna illustrative of the extraordinary. imag- 
ination and piquant humor of the mediaeval mind and with sculp- 
tures, of scene and incident of scriptural lives, pregnant with 
‘meaning, like some formulae from the pages of St. Thomas Aqui- 
nas, all wrought with a skill and mastery suggestive of early 
Grecian sculpture. 

' And so were reared those airy, light and lofty structures, 
heralding the fame of the men who gave them birth, and pro- 
claiming the faith of the age that built these churches that verit- 
ably lift up the soul to God. For if, within a Gothic shrine, a 
man there is who feels not the exaltation of the place, for him 


art has no message, or the divine things of life—a miracle alone. 


can save him. 


These “sermons in stones” were’ erected throughout West- . 


ern Christendom in France, Notre Dame (1163) and Sainte-Cha- 
pelle (1248) of Paris; Bourges (1172); Chartres (1194); 
Amiens (1215); and Reims (1211); in Alsace (Strassburg, 
(1277) ; in Germany (Cologne, 1248) ; in Spain, Portugal, Sweden, 
Bohemia, and Hungary; in England (Canterbury, rebuilt), Lin- 
coln (1190), Westminster Abbey (1245), Salisbury (1220); down 
into Italy, where that forest of white marble at Milan proclaims 
the triumph of Gothic art in the a least willing to ac- 
cept it. 

In the wonderful Gidetesiith eentury in the ancient City of 
Reims, in 1211 Bishop Alberic de Humbert laid the first stone 
of the Cathedral. It was completed in exactly one hundred years 
(1311) to which is attributed its perfect unity of design and ex- 
ecution. A magnificent example of the early Gothic style, it was 
probably the masterpiece of mediaeval Gothic art. 

The plans were made and the apse built by Jean d’Orbais. 

“Nothing can exceed the majesty of its deeply recessed por- 
tals, the beauty of the rose-window that surmounts them, or the 
elegance of the gallery that completes the facade and serves as 
a basement to the light and graceful towers that crown the com- 
position.” (Fergusson.) . 

Robert de Coucy was the artist that made the great doorway, 
crowned with the gallery of the forty-two statues of the Kings 
of France. 

The rose window surmounting the central portal is nearly 
forty feet in diameter. 
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Its. three, recessed ;portals,, its, rose, window, gallery. of 
kings, its, two, towers,.and the. whole, ensemble. was ,&. wonderful 
hook in stone, from whose pages on the morning 4 of. the. great. Pon- 
tifical Mass (July, 17, 1921), there. seemed to..come: forth the 
ghosts, the. shadow. shapes of: that -ancient,. historic. and artistic 
array of smiling angels, sad or sour saints, serious, anxious and 


conventional kings, life-like ecclesiastics, with hundred of figures 


of angels, saints and ‘deyils,. priests, bishops, and kings, men, 
beasts, and monsters, with. minute figurines. illustrating ‘arts, 
various. ‘motifs. from. classic. simplicity in, pose and drapery. Ke) 
every intricacy of. gothic imagination, from Christ and the Virgin 
and heroes of the Old and New Testaments and scenes of judg- 
ment to grotesque and extraordinary gargoyles, portraying every 
phase or thought or dream, in the Kaleidoscopic pageantry, of the 
medizeval mind. | 

The Western Facade, ‘described by experts be ‘ ‘ernaps 
the most beautiful structure produced in the Middle Ages,” 
likewise adorned with three wonderful recessed, portals, ps0 
ing over 500 statues. The N. Portal has many figures including 
the celebrated “Beau Dieu” or Christ giving a benediction. There 
are hundreds of statues practically surrounding the edifice on the 
buttresses, the flying buttresses, and the open. arcade below the 
spring of the roof. 

The Church is 453 feet long, 98 feet wide, and 125 feet high. 


The imposing interior has less decoration than the. exterior, 
although the framework of the thet is. adorned with 122 
statues. | 
The whole in deal n, in and enbel 
ishment embodied forth the fairest genius of medizeval art; 
was a perfect work wrought by men with faith and music in Si 
souls, that music which old Vitruvius said the consummate archi- 
tect must possess with the sister arts of painting, sculpture and 
design. 

THE OF REIMS.. 

On the right bank of the Vesle, with Sicerdy to the: North, 
Champagne to the East, and the whole of the Ile de France to the 
West, is situated the historic City of Reims.. a 
An old English traveller of the 18th century “Arthur Young, 


F.R.S.) describes his i impressions ; 


4 


‘ot tHe ‘City ‘this ‘hill; just before’ the 
at the distatice ‘of about’ four magnificent: “The 
cathedral’ a great: tigiire; and the Church Remy ter- 
minates the town proudly. ° ‘Many’ times I have had suth 4 view 
of towns ‘in Frante, but’ when’ you eriter them:* all is‘a clutter of 
narrow, crooked, ‘dark and dirty lanes.” At Reims’ it is: very’ dif- 
ferent: the’ street's’ are ‘aliviost’ all broad; straight, and 
in that respect to any that I have seen.’** 

“And this description’ is given after the traveller‘ had’ just ex- 
a great disdppointment. For he had’ just: related that 
he was on the “road to ‘Rheims, very famous for its wines” and 
that:>“I (he): had letter' for Mons. Lasniéer, who ‘has 60;000 
bottles in his cellar, but unfortunately he was'not at home.” ‘— 

‘In Roman days it was called Durocortérum and was the 
capital of the Remi, ‘as the Gauls’ of that region: were named.’ It 
early submitted’ to” ‘Caesar; was capital of Belgium’ Seeundum in 
the 3rd century; Valentinian ‘sojourned there in 867 and’ it was 
a prominent centre of Gallo-Roman culture. — : 


During the third century Saints Sixtus and Sinicius ‘estab- 


lished a See; Christianity‘ was ‘actively preached in thé 4th cen- 


tury and the Consul Jovinus wasconverted: A line of great bish- — 


ops have held the See. In 406 the Vandals’ beheaded the Arch- 
bishop St: ‘Nicasius ‘at the threshhold of. the.chureh. -The great 
St. Remigiis brought about the marriage of Clovis with St: Clo- 
tilda} Clovis was baptized on Christmas 496, and the foundation 
of the political -_ religiotts power of the great See of Reims was 
ldid; 

The story of the at Reims is of’ full 
of life-and color. 'Hincmar’ (845). the most illustrious: built the 
Cathedral destroyed by fire in 1211; the Count Herbert of: Ver- 
mandon forced: his: ‘Hugh, a ‘boy: of :five,:to be :conseerated 
_Archbishor—he: was: finally excommunicated; the .décisive. step 
in the elevation::of the: Capets:to the throne of France: was taken 
here; Gerkert (991), afterward Pope Sylvester II, was Arch- 
bishop; Renaud.:de Chartres (1414): wrote the unjust letter con- 
cerning Jeanne. d’Arc: to the, citizens. of Reims :and: did, nothing 
to rescue her from his suffragan, the despicable Bishop ,Couchon 
of.,Beauvais;. William Gifford, an. Englishman, ‘was once -Arch- 
_ bishop; ,Mary.Stuart.:came at the age of .six, and. was partly, edu- 

cated. here; Archbishop .Landriot. (1867-74), great writer, and 
preacher, famous during the Franco-Prussian War for his protest 
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against the military execution of the Abbe Miroy, one of his parish 
priests, by the Prussians, in the middle of an armistice, and finally 
the devoted Cardinal Lucon, who remained faithful to his charge 
during all the bombardments and who after the total destruction 
of his episcopal palace, became the great historic witness of the 


ruthless destruction of his, no, of all the world’s and of all the 


generations that are to come—their church—the precious gem of 
Gothic Mediaeval art. 

_ Reims had many fine buildings. Its Hotel de Ville, a hand- 
some Renaissance structure, in the Rue Colbert, contained a li- 
brary of 80,000 volumes and 1,500 manuscripts. The abbey 
church of St. Remi was the most ancient ecclesiastical building 
in the city and contains the famous Tomb of St. Remi, with the 
Saint baptizing Clovis, surrounded by the Twelve Peer of France, 
who carry the symbols of the coronation (the six spiritual peers) 
—the Archbishop of Reims, who annointed the king; the bishops 
of Laon, who held the sacred ampulla; of Langres, with the royal 

sceptre; of Beauvais, holding the emblazoned surcoat; of Cha- 
lons, with the royal signet ring; of Noyon, with the baldric, and 
the six temporal peers, the Duke of Burgundy, holding the crown, 
with the Dukes of Normandy and Acquitaine and the Counts of 
Flanders, Champagne and Toulouse, all in white marble. 


As the Primates of France, the Archbishops of Reims in their 
Cathedral have crowned all the rulers of France from the be- 
ginning of the Capetian dynasty and some before except Hugh 
Capet, crowned at Noyon, Henri IV at Chartres, Napoleon I at 
Paris, and Louis XVIII, Louis Philippe and Napoleon III, who 
were not crowned at all. 

In this hasty sketch we can merely mention the great Uni- 
versity of Reims in the 16th century, in the time of William AlI- 
len, when the New Testament was published by the English 
College at Reims (1582), now forming part of the so-called Douai 


Bible. An Opera House and public buildings ager this city of 


over a hundred thousand souls. 
It is curious to relate that the Porte de Mars, a triumphal | 
arch and chief Roman memorial, in Reims almost alone escaped 
injury and destruction. | 
_ Many are the famous sons of Reims: Dom Marlot, the Ben- 
edictine, historian of the city; Colbert, the famous minister; ~ 


Tronson Ducondray, who defended Marie Antoinette, etc., etc. 
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- But the one great fact in the history of this famous city 


is that on July 17, 1429, Charles VII was crowned King of France 
through the — efforts and divine mission of Jeanne d’Arc. 


‘ITIL. JEANNE D’ARC. 

Jeanne d’Arc! It is indeed a name to conjure with. I know 

of but. two peoples who completely rally at the name of a single 
being, who possess a perfect shibboleth for pagan and believer, for 


rich and poor, for learned and unlettered; for conservative and — 


radical, for Christian and socialist, for all of the common blood 
to come and offer reverence—they typifying the very genius of 
their lands and people—they are the leader of the Latin race, 
France, the Spiritual daughter of ancient Greece, acclaiming 
the simple, spotless, virgin, warrior Maid who visualized the 
poetical soul of her race; and Italy, the historical child of ancient 
Rome, uniting around the austre figure of the celestial Dante, who 
embodied the profound culture of his land. : 

- From Milan to the seas of Sicily you will find in every place 
the companion alone of Homer and of Shakespeare. Throughout 
every hamlet, village, town and city of France, yea, in every 
church, in every hamlet, village, town and city, is the simple 
Maid of Domremy, the savior of her country. 

It is indeed a story unique in history, seeming more like an 


exquisite tale of mediaeval legend, such as our mother might have 


told, of the fair white maiden who went forth to succor the 
wounded knight, herself always in danger of the dread dragon. 

It is without. parallel in the annals of mankind. You, who 
have pondered over the pages of Herodotus, and followed the re- 
corders of events through the tomes of his Greek, Roman, Byzan- 
tine and Western Continuators; you, who have dabbled in cune- 
iform or labored with hieroglyphs and are familiar with the sa- 
cred scriptures, do you know in all that record of seventy cen- 
turies any career, actual or apocryphal, comparable with that 


of the Maid of France? 
A simple peasant girl, the child of an humble farmer, occu- 


pied in'the household spinning, sewing, occasionally assisting in 


_the field or watching the flock, absolutely unlettered, having learn- 
ed the Pater, the Credo and Ave Maria by word of mouth, a cheer- 
ful, reasonable, normal girl, with a great reverence for religion 
and a deep intuitive goodness, who has never left her native vil- 
lage of Domremy in Lorraine, is at the age of twelve the recipient 


434 ‘ The Louisiana-Historicdl: Quarterly 


strange ‘visitation_St} Michael; the! flaming. sword:of the 


Lord; ‘and the ¢éntle Saints’Catherihe: and Mar- 
garet of ‘Antioch) “appear ‘to her become’. her: :far-famed 
“Voices” guiding, admonishing and , comforting her in the little 
garden of her home, i in thé field; the church, the prison, the court, 
and, we pray, at the last ‘moment’ ‘of ‘her great: sacrifice: They 
told her of the “nity there’ was in’ France” arid many things of 
great moment ‘and‘an: ‘intense longing ‘ithto Fratice and expel 
the invaders and crown her lawful ‘king took’ complete possessiori 
of her and she goes ‘forth on that ‘wonderful’ and fateful mission. 


"Against the wishes of her parents, with every obstacle i in her 
path, she | goes to the rough soldier de Baudri¢ourt at Vaucouleurs 
and persuades him to. send her to the king at Chinon. She dons 
male attire from necessity and with Jean de Metz and Bertrand 
de Poulengy, her two. faithful. soldier-guides, sets forth on the 
wild and dangerous © journey, . more than one hundred and fifty 
leagues through. territory infested by Burgundians and English 
foeman. Surmounting every danger because “her Lord had told 
her she must go into the ‘war in order to recover the kingdom,” 
she at last arrives at Chinon and after much: investigation ahs is 
admitted into the royal presence, 

Although Prince Charles de Bourbon pretended’ to ‘be the 
king, she went straight up to Charles, and when he asked who 
she was, she answered: “‘Gentle Dauphin; my name is Jeanne the 
Maid; and the king of! Heaven announced by me that you will be 
crowned in the City of Reims; ‘AndI tell’ you on the part of my 
Lord (of Heaven) that you are the true héir of France and son 


_ of the king. He sénds‘me to lead yvou'to Reims.’ 


Then began that brief but extraordinary military career of 
about thirteen months''in which Orleans was ‘relieved and 
livered in but nine days after a siege of half a year; :in which the 
victory’ of Patay was achieved and the campaign’ of the. ’Loire, 
which lasted ’a’ week. .She was. ‘entitled: to. the: credit: for the 
surrender of Troyes, though she had gone to Reims:’ But’she was 
ever a sign to be contradicted; and the campaign in'the Ile-de- 
France and the failure at Paris was entirely due-to 
ery of Charlés 'VII, and'the treachery of his ‘advisersy’ 
She had crowned her: kitig:in the great ‘Cathedrad Réims 
and it is said in English had: lost the 
of ten years. | 

Jeanne soon that though you can‘ crown a 
king you cannot make him fight and the warrior maid went forth 
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pre 4 handful of men. to:combat the enemies of. her king both — 


foreign and domestic. . 

But her. great hour had if 
not betrayed by her own people, she at Compeigne succumbed to 
the: various bands of Picards, Burgundians and English; she was 
taken: by: Wandonne and. became the prisoner of John of Luxem- 
bourg.. And thus she had fallen into the hands of that great 
gamester, the Duke of Burgundy. Luxembourg, to his everlast- 
ing shame, actually sold the Maid, through the villain Couchon, a 
political cleric, to the English king for ten thousand livres*tour- 
nois, a large sum—indeed the ransom of a king. 

The sequel of the pitiable tragedy is well known. How _ 
Rouen, after experiencing all the horror of captivity, at a court 
presided over by Couchon, and with the connivance of the faculty 
of the University of Paris, the Maid was tried and murdered. 

The trial is an extraordinary spectacle in the intellectual his- 
tory of man. Jeanne was her only witness, alone, day after day, 
week after week, she successfully met her pitiless and unscrupu- 
lous persecutors. After nights and days in vile prisons, guarded 
- by brutal soldiers; subjected to every infamy, she would be 


brought before her accusers, who enjoyiag all the luxuries and: 


comforts of life, would try to trick her into incriminating admis- 
sions. But she was ever keen and alert, quick to answer when 
she should answer and knowing well when to be silent or to say 


to her tormentors, with firmness and dignity “Pass on to other | 


matters.” All this without counsel or advice, deserted by all 
and aided only by her Voices. And so this untutored girl, who 
could not even read or write, baffled the sharpest minds of law- 
yers and theologians. Either she was inspired or our methods of 
acquiring knowledge are vain, and the student, like Dr. Faustus, 
should burn his books. 

On May 30th, 1429, at eight o’cloc k in the morning in the old 

market place at Rouen, the spotless maid was burned at the 

stake, to the shame of her English enemies and the Burgundian 
- traitors, and to the everlasting infamy of France. When the 
frightful deed was accomplished, Tressart, Secretary to the En- 
glish King, cried out “We have burned a Saint.” 

It is curious. to note ‘that by the English was she first called 
a saint, and that even Shakespeare says: | 


“No longer on St. Denis will we cry 
But Joan la Pucelle shall be France’s saint.” Me Hen. VI-(1-6) 


_ To the English she was their enemy, one who had humbled 
their military pride. They had acquired her in dishonor, but the 
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ethics ox a brutal age and unscrupulous statescraft could see but 
three things to do: (1) Not to execute her, meant that she could 
be ransomed and would be again in the field against them. (2) To 
execute her, as their political and military enemy, would remove 
her from the earthly field, but might further the cause of France. 
(3) But to have the “Church” try and condemn her for witch- 
craft or heresy, would destroy her mission and ruin the cause of . 
Charles VII. 

But for France and Charles VII! Before she came, chaotic 
Frante was a by-word for scorn and contempt and the very 
birthright of Charles was questioned. She drove the invaders 
out, she crowned her King, and recreated France. Yet in her 
hour of trial and terrer, he cowardly deserted her and did not a 
thing to rescue or avert her fate. 

The only mitigation of this blot, particularly on the fair 
escutcheon of France, is that both French and English scholar- 
ship have from the beginning admitted their sin and done puarics 
to the memory of the pure and true Maid of France. 

_ A few years after her death a second trial was held and 
121 witnesses freely testified to her perfect faith, truth, and 
virtue. This was the famous Rehabilitation and on July 7, 1456, 
sentence was proclaimed at Rouen, in the cemetery and at Or- 
leans, with all the pomp and circumstance of ancient ceremony: 
‘“‘Annulling the process of condemnation, the abjuration, the sen- 
tence, and all the effects that followed therefrom.” 

On April 6, 1919, in the Hall of the Consistory at the Vatican, 
Pope Benedict XV proclaimed St. Jeanne d’Arec, Maid of France, 
truly the patron-saint of her land and race. 


“Thy country’s sin, the insult and the shame, 
The scaffold’s doom, the faggot and the flame— 
All these shall pass and be remembered not; 
Fair Charity, with kindly tears shall blot 

From France’s shield the black corroding stain, 
Caught from thy blood, O Lily of Lorraine! 


The hero’ s heart shall lose its thirst for fame, 
And truth be dead, and virtue but a name, 
Ere men shall cease to honor thee who gave 
To France, to liberty, to truth— | ; 
In battle’s bloodiest trenches undismayed — 
Neath insult meek, in persecution brave 
Thy love, thy life, thy stainless youth 
O, Virgin, Patriot, and Martyr Maid!” 
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RIGHTS OF WOMEN IN LOUISIANA 


By W. O. Hart.* 


I did not know until I received the card announcing this 
meeting what my subject was to be, but thought it was to be 
“The Rights of Married Women in Louisiana”; however, as un- 
married women of age and widows have never been under re- 
straint except as to suffrage and office-holding, necessarily most 
2s what I shall say will refer to married women. 


We lawyers of Louisiana believe that next to the Constitu- 


tion of the United States, the Civil Code of Louisiana is the great- 


est work that ever came from the mind of man, and most of. 
those who complain of its provisions are ignorant of it and are 


too pre) judiced against it to properly appreciate it. 


Many of the inequalities under the law claimed by some op- 
posed to the code relate to husbands as well as to wives; but when 


the complaint is made there is no effort to show that same 


are not intended as a rule as discriminations against married 
women. [or instance, under the Civil Code as originally written 
and revised in 1870 (Article 1752) it was provided that a man 
or woman who contracts a second or subsequent marriage having 
children by the former, can give to his wife, or she to her hus- 
band, only the least child’s portion, and that only as a usufruct, 
' and in no case shall the portion of which the donee is to have the 
usufruct exceed the fifth part of the donor’s estate. Now, I have 


heard advocates of women’s rights in discussing this law, say. 


the husband can give to his second wife not more than one-fifth 


of his estate and that only during his lifetime, while to a stranger - 


he’ may give two-thirds, if he have but one child by the former 
— But a sec ond /husband under this law is in the same 


read before Historical March 22, 1921. 
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condition as the second wife, but this was never thought of in 
attacking the law. 

I am glad to state that in the course of, human events, this 
Article has been twice amended. First, in 1882, increasing the | 
possible gift to one-third in full ownership, and then in 1916, so 
as to allow a donation to the second husband or a“ to the same 
extent as to any other person, 

Another Article of the Code (1753) also applied to husband 
and wife and provided that where a spouse who married again 
and had children by a former spouse, property coming to that 
spouse from the deceased spouse or from the children of the mar- 
riage should by subsequent marriage revert to the surviving chil- 
dren of the marriage, the surviving spouse in such a case having 
only the usufruct after the second marriage. 

This law, which has since been repealed, worked endless 
hardships, a case now being under advisement before the Su- 
preme Court where children are suing to recover property sold 
by their mother which she inherited from other children, many 
years ago. 

Under the Inheritance Tax Law of 1906, the rate of tuckttein 
was less for ascendants and descendants than for collaterals and 
strangers and in the Succession of Baker, 129th La., page 74, the 
Supreme Court held that the wife or husband was to be consid- 
ered on the same Scape as a ‘Stranger regarding. the rate of 
taxation. 

The hadi of this schhalbentios was apparent and in 1912 
the wife was placed on the same footing as children and ascen- 
dants and this plan is followed in the Constitution of 1921. 


I simply cite these three instances, and there are others, to 
show that there are provisions in the law applicable alike to the . 
husband and wife and to widows and widowers. | 

~ The Civil Code of Louisiana is based on the project of the. 
Code Napoleon which Code is the basis of the substantive law of 
Continental Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceanica, the Islands of the 
_ Seas, (including the West Indies), excepting Jamaica and other 
British possessions, Hawaii and Newfoundland, but including 
Mexico, Central and South America and the province of Quebec, 
| Canada, besides permeating the law of Scotland and many of the 
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States of this Union which were first nest tee by the laws of 
‘Spain. 

It must be admitted that the original code of Louisiana was 
against second marriages for in addition to the two instances 
above quoted, Article 137 says: 

“The wife shall not be at liberty to contract another 
marriage, except ten months after the dissolution of the pre- 
ceding marriage; 


the purpose of the law being to prevent a child from having two 
- fathers. The Supreme Court has held this law to be without 
effect, because it contains no prohibition. (Succession of Benton, 
106th Louisiana, page 703), and a marriage contracted before 
the time fixed is legal and valid. It is perfectly apparent, how- 
ever, that no person having the authority to celebrate marriage, 
should do so in violation of this law. . 
I have heard it repeatedly stated that the wife had no testa- 
mentary power without the consent of her husband, but on this 
point, Article 135 of the Civil Cede is worthy of quotation. It 
reads as follows: “The wife may make her last will without the 


authority of her husband,” provided she be over sixteen years of 


Wedding presents belong to the wife and not to the husband, 
even though they may have been given by the husband’s friends 
and to him. (Allen vs. Segrave, No. 30,711, Division “B” Civil 
District Court, decided January 16, 1894.) | 

Later, this question was again before the Civil District 
Court, and was decided in the same way, when in the matter of 
George P. Lambert vs. Anna A. D’Hemecourt, his wife, No. 128,- 
298, Division “D” of the docket of the Court, on November 4, 
1919, Judge Porter Parker, presiding therein, refused an injunc- | 
tion asked by the husband in the suit, which was for divorce, to 
restrain the wife from selling the wedding presents. 

Usually, as we know, wedding presents, particularly when 
they are of money or of great value, are generally given by the 
parents or near relatives of the bride, and so well is the woman ~ 
protected as to those that wedding presents are not subject to 
what in our law is known as “Collation.” In Louisiana we have 
the law of forced heirship and equality of inheritance, so that 
advances made to one child, unless given as a separate portion, 
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must be accounted for in the settlement of the estate of the donor, 
and may be reduced or entirely annulled if they exceed the dis- 
posable portion, but wedding presents are not subject to this law 
unless they exceed the disposable portion, and thus again is the 
woman protected. (Civil Code, 1244.) _ 

In Louisiana “by dowry is meant the effects which the wife 
brings to the husband to support the expenses of marriage.” 
(Civil Code, Article 2337), and by Article 2347 of the Code, 
“the dowry is given to the husband for him to enjoy the same 
as long as the marriage shall last.” The dowry does not become 
the property of the husband, nor does it become community prop- 
erty, and “for the restitution of her dowry,—the wife has a legal 
mortgage on the immovables and a privilege (lien) on the mov- 
ables of her husband.” (Civil Code, Article 2376.) 

By Article 2390, the wife, during marriage, may petition 
“for a separation of property whenever her dowry is in danger, 
owing to the mismanagement of her husband, or otherwise, or 
when the disorder of his affairs induce her to believe that his 
estate may not be sufficient to meet her rights and claims.” For 
all the money that a wife brings into the marriage or gives to 
her husband after marriage, or the proceeds of property inherited .- 
by, or donated to her, she has a mortgage on his property, pro- 
vided the claim be properly recorded, and, if the husband is in 
failing circumstances, while our law prohibits his preferring one 
creditor to another, this does not apply to the claims of his wife, 
for he may transfer his property to her in payment of her claims 
against him, even though insolvent, in preference to his other 
creditors, reserving of course, the rights of mortgage creditors, 
whose claims may have been recorded before that of the wife. 
(Neumen vs. Eaton, 27th Ann. 341.) | 
. After the death of the husband, when there has inn a a com- 
ae between the husband and wife, her linen and clothes are 
retained by her without any formality, and they form no part of 
the community estate. (Civil Code, Article 2416.) : 

- Another statement often made jis that a married woman in 
Louisiana cannot engage in business without the authorization 
of a Court,—was never the law in Louisiana ; a married woman 
has always had the right to engage in ‘budiness under her own 
name without the consent of anyone, and if she does so without 
being separate in property, then her husband would be liable with 
her for all the debts of the business. 
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Under Article 216 of the Civil Code, ‘‘a child remains under 
the authority of his father and mother until his majority or eman- . 
cipation. In case of difference between the parents, the author- 
ity of the father prevails.” How there could be any other rule 
I am at a loss to understand. There must be a head to all things, 
and unless one of the parents has the right in case of difference, 
the poor child would be in an anomalous condition, to say the | 
least of it. After the death of the father, the mother cannot be 
deprived of the custody of her.children, though she is not com- 
pelled to accept their tutorship, because the law gives her the 
right to let someone else be the tutor, though never depriving 
her of the custody of the children. 

Article 253 of the Civil Code on the subject, reads as follows: 


“The mother who refuses the tutorship of her children re- 
tains the superintendence of them and the care of their educa- 
tion.” 

The father has no such right after the death of the mother; — 
he cannot renounce the tutorship (Succession of Watt, 111th 
Louisiana, 938). If a mother marries again, she cannot be re- 
tained in the tutorship save on the advice of a family meeting. 
(Civil Code, Article 254), which, however, is not, as is usually 
stated, “by the formal consent of her first husband’s family.” 

The family meeting is composed of the nearest relatives of 
the children, both from the maternal and paternal sides, and the 
mother, who has the right to apply for the family meeting, may 
name other persons. as friends of the minors, sufficient to out 
vote the relatives on the father’s side who may be opposed to her 
retaining the tutorship after her second marriage. 

Just such a case was that of the Succession of Carbajal, 
111th La., page 944, where the relatives on the husband’s side 
were in the majority, opposed to the retention of the tutorship 
by the mother, but the court, at her request, added her friends to 
the members of the family meeting sufficient to vote her the ma- 
jority. | | 

Even in cases where the mother loses the tutorship, by her 
remarriage, she may be reappointed after the marriage. (Succes- 
sion of Faley, 34th Annual, 130), and in no event does she lose 
the custody of her children except for unworthiness. A trust 
company may be appointed as tutor of minors whose father is 
dead, but such appointment embraces only the control and ad- 
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ministration of the minors’ property, their custody remaining 
with their mother, if she be alive, and this whether she remarries | 
or not and in such a-case, one-half of the commissions allowed 
by law to the tutor, would go to the mother. (Act No. 45 of 
1902.) Under Act 124 of 1888, when proceedings are instituted 
_by the husband or wife for divorce or separation from bed and 
_ board, the custody of the children remains with the mother pend- 
ing the trial, and even though judgment is rendered against her 
she may be allowed to retain the children, if the court believes it 
to be a greater advantage to ) the — or some of them. (Act 
38, E. S. 1921.) 

In the matter of Lasserre vs. Michael, 105th La., page 741, the 
Supreme Court held that during marriage “‘neither spouse had an 
absolute right to the children.” (Civil Code, Art. 157.) | 

A married woman cannot become security for her husband 
nor can her property be used to pay his debts, and any judgment 
- yendered against her she may annul upon showing that the debt 
sued for inured to her husband’s benefit, or to the benefit of the 
community existing between them. If she wishes to mortgage her 
property she must be authorized by the court after an examination 
apart from her husband, and establish to the satisfaction of the 
court that the money to be secured by the mortgage is for her 
benefit or for the benefit of her property. If she mortgage 
her property without this order of court, she may show against 
anyone that the debt was her husband’s, and even if she have the 
authority of the court and she has misled the court as to the use | 
of the money, the mortgage will be null, unless the creditor who 
takes same and advances money on the faith thereof, shows that 
he had no knowledge of the nonverity the court 
(Civil Code, Articles 126, 127, and 128.) ; 

And it is to the great credit of our Sa re Se that 
notwithstanding pressure was brought to bear to repeal this law, 
it still stands and may stand forever! 

Where there is a community existing between husband nee | 
wife, all the earnings of the husband and the revenues of all his 
separate property, including that owned by him before the: mar- 
riage, fall into the community, but the revenues of the separate 
property of the wife do not fall into the community unless: she 
gives the administration thereof to her husband, and she may re- | 
call at any time, that administration, after giving it. (Civil Code, 
Article 2387. 
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When a husband, in Louisiana, dies insolvent, his widow 
and minor children are entitled to receive One Thousand Dollars 
out of the estate in preference to all his creditors, except recorded 
mortgage claims and if he die rich and the wife is poor, the wife 
is entitled to one-fourth of his estate in full ownership, if he left 
no children, and otherwise, to the life usufruct of one-fourth un- 
less there were four or more children, in which event she would 
be entitled to the usufruct of a child’s share. 


Donations which a wife makes to her husband during mar- 


riage she may revoke at any time, and he cannot donate the im- 
movables of the community without her consent. A few days ago 
judgment was rendered by our Civil District Court returning to 
a wife her share of community property donated by her husband, 
without her joining in the donation. 

Some.time ago there was an article published in one of our 
newsparers, from a woman writer, stating that in Louisiana a 
husband might mortgage his wife’s property without her knowl- 
edge or consent. This is absolutely incorrect. The husband 
cannot mortgage. his wife’s property because it is not his and, 


moreover, as before stated, to make the wife’s mortgage entirely 


legal she must be authorized by the court, independently of her 
husband, to execute it. |. 

It is true that during the existence of the marriage, com- 
munity property, which embraces property acquired by the joint 
labor of the husband and wife, or from the revenues of the hus- 
band’s property, or even from the investment of his separate 
property, unless in the act he especially declares that he is mak- 
ing a separate investment,—(See Sharp vs. Zeller, 110th Lou- 
- jsiana, page 61}, and property donated jointly to the spouses 


may be sold or mortgaged by the husband without the consent or 


even knowledge of his wife. 
From the foregoing it is perfectly semua that the married 


woman in Louisiana has many rights over her property superior 
to those which a husband has ever his. 3 


Another forward step in protecting married women was 
Act No. 170 of 1912, making separate property of the wife, prop- _ 


erty which had heretofore in large measure been community prop- 

erty and requiring the signature of the wife where it was sought 

to sell or mortgage community property where the title: was in 

her name. This act, which was prepared by Mr. R. E. ang, 
oads in rert, as fo'low-: 
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“The earnings of the wife when living apart from her hus- 
band, although not separated by judgment of court, her earnings 
when carrying on a business, trade, occupation, or industry sep- 
arate from her husband, actions for damages resulting from of- 
fenses and quasi-offenses, and the property purchased with all 
funds thus derived, are her separate property. 

“Common property is that which is acquired by the husband 
and wife during marriage in any manner different from that 
above declared. But when the title to community property stands 
in the name of the wife, it cannot be mortgaged or sold by the 
husband without her written authority or consent.” 

Until 1902, damages recoverable for personal injuries to the 
wife belonged to the community and the wife was not even a com- 
petent witness in such a case, but by Act 68 of that year, all this 
was changed so as to make such damages her separate: property, 
and this provision was continued in the Act of 1912. 


In 1916 there was passed Act No. 94, approved July 15, and 
-which was amended in 1918 by Act 244, approved July 14, giving 
to married women the right. of disposition over their separate 
property, the right to sue and be sued, and the right to contract 
and bind themselves, the act reading as follows: 


“A married woman, whether a resident of this State or not, 
shall be competent to contract debts, purchase and mortgage, and © 
to bind and obligate herself personally with reference to her sep- 
arate and paraphernal prorerty, and to appear in courts and to 
sue and ke sued, to the same extent and in the same manner as 
though she were a femme sole; provided, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall be deemed or construed to affect in any way the stat- 
utes of this State, establishing and regulating the matrimonial 
community of acquets and gains, and prescribing what shall be 
deemed Community and what shall be ve gen MOparee property of 
the spouses.” 

The Court of yee for the Parish of Orleans in constru- 
ing this law held that the wife could not bind herself unless she 
had separate property and only to the extent thereof but the Su- 
preme Court in reversing the decree of that Court held that the 
married woman could contract in all respects except as security 
for her husband, the same as an unmarried woman. (Hicks vs. 
Caldwell, 148th La., 21, and Lorio vs. ‘Gladney, 147th La., 930.) 


‘ 
| 
. | 
| 
| 
} 
@ 


. Rights of Women in Louisiana 445 


The wife, however, was not powerless before this change 
in the law with reference to her separate property because she 
had recourse to the courts if her husband were absent, mentally 
incapacitated or refused his consent. : 

Under the Civil Code, (Art. 2406), - the death. of either 
spouse, one-half of the community property after the payment of 
debts becomes vested in the survivor and no legacies made by 
the one first dying can affect this one-half, (Art. 915) ; if there 
were no children or parents surviving the decedent, the surviv- 
ing husband or wife, as the case may be, had the life usufruct 
of the remaining half; if there are children of the marriage, the 
survivor has the usufruct of the share of these children, which 
usufruct terminates by a second marriage; by will, either of these 
usufructs may be excluded or the usufruct which would terminate 
by a second marriage (Art. 916) be continued notwithstanding 
that fact. If there are no children, but parents, the wife had no 
usufruct at all and the share going to the parents and the brothers 
and sisters, if any, went to them immediately. at the death of 
the husband or wife. 


By Act No. 57 of 1910, the surviving husband or wife, where 
the deceased left neither ascendants nor descendants, was given 
the full ownership if no disposition thereof had been made by 
will, of the share of the deceased in the community property and 
by Act No. 80 of 1916, if there were no children, but a father or 
mother, er both, then one-half of the share of the deceased in the 
community property was given to the survivor. 


When before marriage the intended nated: or wife make: a 

marriage contract and therein the husband settles upon his wife 
certain property or money to be paid at his death, this is a debt ' 
of the succession and ranks any legacies that he may make in his 
will. (Succession of McCloskey, 29th Annual, 237.) 
“In suits for separation from bed and board, or divorce, the 
wife is entitled to alimony pending the suit, provided she be 
plaintiff, originally or plaintiff in counter-suit or “Reconvention- 
al Demand” as it is called in Louisiana, (Civil Code, Art. 148; 
Landreaux ys. Landreaux, 114 La., page 528), and such judg- 
ment for alimony, if rendered in a suit for separation from bed 
and board, extends until the wife has obtained a final Uiveree 
vs. Hill, 114th, La. 
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By Article 160 of the Civil Code, the wife is entitled to ali- 
mony from the husband in the final judgment of' divorce, which 
she may obtain, not to exceed one-third of his income. As ori- 
ginally written, the Supreme Court construed the law to mean 
that earnings were not to be estimated in fixing the amount of 
alimony (Jackson vs. Burns, 116th La., 695) ; but by Act No. 173 
of 1916, the article was amended so as to provide that this ali- | 
mony is payable “out of the property and earnings of her hus- 
band.” This alimony, of course, ceases when the wife contracts 
a second marriage, or should it be shown that by reason of acquir- 
ing property in the meantime, she would not need the alimony. 


Judgments for separation from bed and board or divorce dis- 
solve the community as of the date of the filing of the suit, and 
the wife, whether plaintiff or defendant, in such a proceeding, is 
entitled to an immediate settlement and division of the community 
property by partition proceedings or otherwise. 

In 1888 by Act of the Legislature of that year No. 150, ap- 
proved July 12th: money or other property deposited in savings 
banks by married women—could be drawn out by them upon 
their own order or signature without other authorization. _ 

This privilege was repeated in Act 95 of 1892, approved 
July 7, and by Act 63 of 1896, approved July 8, the rights of mar- 
ried women in this regard greatly extended in the following 
words: 

“Any married woman shall have the right to open accounts 
in the different banks of this State; whether National or State 
banks, and in savings banks, and deposit money, checks, notes 
and other funds therein, and to withdraw the same by check or 
otherwise and without the assistance or intervention of her hus- 
band in the same manner and under the same pomctHons as if 
she was’a femme.sole or unmarried woman.”: 

The general banking law was-.again amended by Act 189 of 
1902,. approved July 10th, and the same right was eontinued for. 
married women over their deposits. 

By Act 74 of 1894 approved July 7, ied | women “were 
authorized to subscribe for, withdraw, or transfer, stock of build-. 
ing, homestead or loan association, and’ to deposit funds with and 
withdraw: the same from any such association without the as- 
sistance or intervention of their husbands and in the gercval 
homestead Act No. 120 of 1902, approved July 8th, = same 
right was given. | 
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_ Another act of great benefit to married women is Act No. 
157 of 1916, approved J uly 5, repealing in large measure, Article 
2281 of the Civil Code, which prohibited husbands and wives from 
testifying for and against each other ; the effect of this act is to 
enable married women to secure many of their rights before de- 
nied to them ewing to their inability to testify against their hus- 
bands. 

While of little importance, women in 1908 were ‘made compe- 
tent witnesses to wills (Act No. 30) and other legal documents 
(Act No, 67) and in 1921 to inventories (Act No. 43, E. S.) 

Probably the greatest step forward in the interest of mar- 
ried women is contained in Act No. 35 of the Extra Session of 
1921 providing: “The designation and declaration of the family 
home and the manner in which the same shall be placed on record, 
alienated or encumbered.” The effect of this Act is to preserve 
the family home when duly designated and the designation record- 
ed, and to prevent any sale or mortgage thereof during the mar- 
riage, by the husband without the consent of his wife. 

The Constitutional Convention of 1921 was very unkind to 
widows of Confederate soldiers and I cannot understand how the 
three women members of that Body overlooked this injustice. 
Under the Constitutional Amendments in force when the 
Convention of 1921 met, it was provided that widows of Confed- 
erate soldiers who had lived in Louisiana for five years were 
entitled to pensions: from the State. no matter from what state 
their husbands had enlisted nor where they had resided nor where 
they had died and further, that any Confederate widow marrying 
a Confederate Veteran for the second time would be entitled 
to a pension after his death. 

_ Under the present Constitution, all. widows’ pensions cease 
upon remarriage without exception, and no widow of a Confed- 
erate veteran is entitled to a pension unless her husband. was a 
resident of Louisiana at the time of his death. 

Of all the travesties on Louisiana law, the greatest is the de- 
cision given a few months ago by then United States Attorney 
General Palmer, when he held i in effect that community property 
in Louisiana was, during the existence of the community, 
owned one-half by the husband and the other half by the wife, 
and that therefore, income from community property should be 
divided into two parts, the husband to pay taxes on one half and 
the wife on the other half. — 
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In Louisiana, community property in law belongs’to the 
ideal being called “the Community’; in fact, it belongs to the 
husband, who has the control, administration, dominion, and dis- 
position thereof with the single exception above noted, that he 
cannot donate the immovable property of the community with- 
out the consent of his wife. 


The wife has not the slightest interest in community prop- 
erty during the existence of the marriage. She cannot administer 
it, except as the agent of her husband; she does not control it, — 
she cannot dispose of it and she cannot touch a dollar of its rev- 
enues; payment of a community debt to a wife does not discharge 
the debtor, who is still liable to the husband; therefore, even if 
community property did belong half to the husband and half to 
the wife, which it does not, the decision of the learned former 
Attorney General is entirely without foundation because income 
taxes are levied not on property but on income, and as before 
stated, the wife has not the slightest interest in the income of 
community property. It is absolutely certain that this decision 
will be recalled and where possible, back income taxes will be col- 
lected on community incomes as a whole. 

It would be just as logical to say that the rights of dower, 
which wives have in most: if not in all of the common law States, 
in the property of their husbands give them an ownership’ in such 
property before the dissolution of the marriage. — 

As the community income belongs to the husband and the 
tax thereon is a community debt, the wife, under the laws of Lou- 
isiana, could be responsible for no part thereof, even if she had 
separate property, because the separate property or the wife is 
in no case liable for community debts. 

I think it will be found on examination that in cases where 
the separate returns have been made for community income, that 
the wife paid no part of the income taxes thereon, but that the 
husband paid them all and from community funds belonging to 
him. I know nothing about the laws in other States where the 
community of property exists and I speak only of ‘Louisiana.’ 

~ Several acts were passed by the Legislature in 1921, giving 
greater rights to women but I think some of them fall short of 
what was intended. ‘Under the laws contained in the Civil Code, 
the only woman who can hold the office of Curatrix, as it is 
called in Louisiana, (meaning guardian or commiittee in other 
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States), of an insane person, or “interdict” as such person is 
called in Louisiana after judgment of court declaring insanity 
to exist, was the wife as to the husband, and Act No. 34 of the 
Extra Session of 1921, conferring certain rights upon women I 
do not believe confers the right to the position of Curatrix and 
Under-Curatrix, which office to a certain extent, is a check upon 
the other. 

‘The law as introduced in the Legislature, reads as follows: 


“Women are hereby given the same rights, authority, privi- 
leges, and immunities, and are required to perform the same obli- 
gations and duties, under the law, aS men possess and are required 
to perform, in the holding of office.” 
| This law, as introduced, in my judgment - was entirely un- 

neecssary because the adoption of the Nineteenth Amendment 
had the effect of striking from the Constitutional and Statutory 
provisions of every State the word “male” insofar as the use of 
it had confined suffrage and office-holding to males, because in 
passing upon the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution, the 
Supreme Court of the United States held that its effect was to 
strike out the word “white”. from all State Constitutions and 
laws so as to give persons of color the same rights of suffrage 
that white people had previous to the adoption of the amendment, 
and the wording of the two amendments is practically the same. 


_I know it has been argued by some that the right to vote does 
not carry with it the right to hold office, but it does in Louisiana. 
Under the Constitution of 1879 not only were citizens of the 
United States allowed to vote, but foreigners were so allowed, 
who had declared their intention to become citizens, but had not 
been naturalized... I am glad to say that this provision is not in 
_ the Constitution of 1898, 1913 and 1921, though it is in the Con- 
stitutions of several of the States of the Union with the result 
that during the Great World War some persons holding office 
’ under the States in which they lived were registered enemies of 
* the United States, : 

_ In the case of Leche vs. Fowler, 41st Louisiana Annual, page 
380, decided in 1889, the Supreme Court held, as follows: 
| “The defendant was elected to the office of coroner at the 
last general State election. He has all the qualifications of an 
elector prescribed by Art. 185 of the State Constitution. 
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“Previous to his election he had declared his intention to be- 
come a citizen of the United States, but he has never been natural- 
ized. For this reason it is urged he is not a citizen of the United 
States, and therefore not a citizen of the State. : : 

_ “A person who is a citizen of the United States is necessar- 
ily a citizen of the particular State in which he resides. But a 
person may be a citizen of a particular State and not a citizen 
of the United States. To hold otherwise would be to deny to the 
State the highest exercise of its sovereignty, the right to declare 
who are its citizens. 

_ “The sovereignty of the citizens of a republic has its highest 
assertion in representative government, and is constituted in its 
political order in the representation of persons, and not classes 
or of interests. In the realization of this soverignty of the peo- 
ple, its expression is obtained through some law regulative of 
political action by which the will of the people can be obtained. 
This is done through the instrumentality of qualified electors, 
who in the exercise of a free will, assert in conformity to that 
jaw the determination of the civil and political organization in > 
which is manifested the will of the people. Electoral right is a 
political right and although the right to vote is primarily the 
right of every citizen, yet it may be denied to a certain class of in- 
dividuals. Therefore a person may be a citizen of the State and 
may not be invested with electoral power. It is, however, diffi- 
cult to conceive how a person can be an elector and not a citizen 
of the community in which he exercises the right to vote. The 
State in the exercise of its soverignty, can confer the right to 
vote, can make an alien an elector, and electoral power, when thus 
bestowed and exercised, becomes one of the most important duties 
and the highest and proudest privileges of citizenship. : 

“The elector is, therefore, one of the sovereign people, a mem- 
ber of the civil State and entitled to allits privileges. 

“The Constitution of the State makes no distinction between 
citizen and elector. The words are used to signify the same : 
thing.” 

And this decision was expressly affirmed a few months later 
in the case ‘of Di Carlo vs. Abbott, 41st Louisiana Annual, 1096. 

Therefore in this State women are eligible to every office 
from Governor and Chief Justice down where they have the quali- 
fications therefor as prescribed in.the Constitution and laws. 


| 
? 
| 
| 
| 
i 
} 
if 
7 
} 
is 
MY 
4 


Rights of. Women, in, Louisiqna. 451 


To return to the Act No. 34, I. find from an inspection of the 
Journals that the act was amended: in the Senate, so as to add 
thereto, these words: | | 


“Including the civil fanetions of 


istrator,. executor, notary public, and member of fam- 
ily meeting.” 

‘The inclusion of the anita *‘thinbaai: public” in this act amounts 
to nothing because as a Notary Public is an officer under the laws 
of Louisiana, the- right of a woman to hold that office became 
absolute when the Nineteenth. Amendment was adopted. 

While ordinarily words of enumeration in a statute are not 


exclusive, I do not think, that rule applies when the descriptive - 


words are offered as an amendment to an act pending before the 
Legislature, because in such a case the words showing the in- 
tention of the Legislature to go no further must be coeered as 
complete in themselves. 

This observation applies with greater force to this law be- 
cause about the time it was adopted by the Senate, another bill 
giving in express terms the right of women to be appointed Cura- 
trix and Under-Curatrix, was withdrawn from the iiles of the 
Senate and these two actions of the Legislature considered to- 
gether clearly show that it was not the intention of the Legisla- 
ture to bestow that civil function upon women. 

The Nineteenth Amendment required no enabling act, either 
of Congress or of any State to put its provisions into effect; the 
very moment the Secretary of State of the United States by proc- 


lamation announced that the requisite number of States had rati-. 


fied the Amendment, it became part of the Supreme Law of the 
land. The State of Maryland claimed that having rejected the 
Nineteenth Amendment, it could have no effect in that State 
until the State had adopted legislation to carry it into effect but 
it is needless to say that the Supreme Court of the United States 
gave no heed to this contention. 

The claim of the State of Maryland aa nuilification 
in its baldest form. If a Constitutional Amendment of or Act of 
Congress is not effective in a particular State unless that State 
be willing, then the United States would be driven to the condi- 
tion it was in before the adoption of the Constitution of the United 
States, when under the articles of Confederation acts of the Con- 
tinental Congress were little more than advisory to the States. 
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‘* Louisiana early. took ‘notice of the adoption of the Nineteenth - 
Amendment: In‘thé Constitutional Convention held in ‘this state 
last year, there were three women members.’' There are several 
women who are Notaries Public, :Clerks of Court, on various 
Boards, and: who: hold other offices of trust. and: responsibility ; 
but even before this, women held important public offices in this 
State... The. offices of State Librarian and its two assistants 
have been filled by women for many years; and. we have had a 
Factory Inspector in New Orleans, for more than a decade, who is 
a woman, and this last was done under an amendtnent to the Con- 

Some of the Truant Officers i in the J uvenile Count are women 
and there has been a Matron in our Parish Prison (County Jail), 
ever since one. was found willing to accept the position. 

'The proposed Twentieth Amendment to the Constitution, 
reads as follows: | 

“No political, civil, or legal disabilities or inequalities on ac- 
count of sex or on account of marriage unless applying to both 
sexes, shall exist within the United States, or any _— subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof.” 

‘I have already shown that no political disabilities or Selatan 
ities now exist in this country by reason of sex and marriage has 
no effect on such rights or absence of rights.. What is meant by 
“civil or legal disabilities” in the Twentieth Amendment, it is 
hard to determine and will require construction from the courts, 
if the amendment should be adopted, before their meaning can 
be fully known. The Constitution -of the United: States was 
adopted in +1789 and we do: not yet scrai ‘waat ull ‘of its provis- 
ions mean. 

Very recently: the of: the United States held 
that the power of Congress to regulate commerce between the 
several States and with foreign countries carries with it the right 
to regulate-commerce within the States'and thus another of the 
rights reserved to the States‘ has' been by 
ional and Judicial Action. 

The objects and purposes of the to 
the Constitution of the United States, which was ‘adopted with 
a view of giving sonie rights to former slaves, have been lost 
sight of in the course of time and the -coessgeseanamnds now rr 
“the bulwark of the trusts.” | 
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_ If the proposed Twentieth Amendment is intended to mean 
that there are no disabilities or inequalities special to sex or.mar- — 
ried women, then many of the laws. passed in the ifferent states 
and some by Congress representing special legi lation . in favor 
of women, shorter hours, one day’ s rest in seven, prohibited em-_ 
ployments, maternity legislation. and the like, would probably be 
declared unconstitutional, and not at the request of any women 
benefited thereby but at the request. of corporations who do not 
want their labor regulated. ; 

The two child labor laws enacted by Congress: have bein et 
clared unconstitutional, and. by the. same Judge and his. opinion 
in the first case was:affirmed by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, which has not.yet passed on.the second: case; but. this at- 
tack was not made by any one for the benefit of the child, but by 
corporations who want.to exploit child labor and do not want to 
be interfered with in so doing... : 


Now a:few words about the Blanket Bill, the 
s Party will urge upon every State at the next.-:session 
of their respective legislatures.and which reads as follows: 

“Section 1. 'Women:shall have same under the 
aw as men with: respect to: 

“The exercise of suffrage. . 
“Holding: an or any under the government, 
either state or .local.. ava 
to examination for any position affected civil 
service regulations. 
and control -of labor, and earnings... 
“Care and. custody. of .children, whether ille- 
and contro] of earnings ,and: service of such children. 
“The right to-aet as executors or of of 
descendents. 

“Grounds for divorce. 
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“Section 2.° The courts, executive and administrative offi- 
cers shall make all necessary rules and pevvinions to carry out 
the intent and purposes of this statute, : 
“Section 3. All acts and part of ‘acts in conflict with any of 
the provisions of this statute are hereby repealed.” | 

The first three provisions therein, the right of suffrage, of 
holding office, and for examination under civil service regulations 
which is but a step to the holding of office, already exist. in this 
State. 

The fourth item, “Py eedom of Contract” exists with one ex- 
ception and that is-‘that a married woman may not be security for 
her husband’s debts and this I have previously discussed. _ 

The fifth, “Choice of Domicile, Residence and Name”, would 
destroy absolutely, the family life. The Legislature in 1921, must 
have heard of this Blanket Bill when it passed Act 35 before re- 
ferred to, preserving the family home, when there was inserted in 
said act: “In no event shall there exist, during the same period, 
more than one family home.” 

From the beginning of the world the husband has been the 
head of the family and if civilization is to exist, this condition 
must continue. If the wife has the right to establish a separate 
residence or domicile from the husband, what will become of the 
children? Where will they go? And as the husband and wife 
must unite under the Act of 1921 to preserve the home, with two 
homes the act would be ineffective and the wife, therefore, weed 
lose the protection given by that act. 

The custom of the wife adopting the husband’s name is but 
a custom and while well nigh universal, there have been some ex- 
ceptions thereto. While the law of Louisiana provides court 
proceedings for changing a name, these proceedings are not nec- 
essary, and anyone can take any name he or she pleases, the only 
question in connection therewith being one of identity; so that 
if Mrs. Brown chooses to call herself Mrs. Smith, no one can in- 
terfere and a law giving right to choose a name > would give no 
- rights that do not now exist. 

The next item in the Bill is “Jury. Service.” The Constitu- 
tion of 1921, in Article Vil Section 41, ‘Provides on this subject 
as follows: | 
~~ * “No woman shall'’be drawn for jury service unless she shall 
have previously filed with the Clerk of the District Court a writ-. 
ten declaration of her desire to be subject to such service.” 
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.,, have ico of no rush of women to the two District Courts 
in this City to register for Jury Service and I have been advised 
that no women have registered... Jury Service should not be fore- 
ed upon any woman and when the law gives any. woman a right 
_ to serve as a juror, provided she wants to, it seems to me the law 

goes far enough. 

No doubt many of you. have read of the recent “trying” not 
to use a stronger term, experiences of women in a mixed jury in 
St. Paul. In Louisiana in criminal cases the J ury cannot be sep- 
arated for an instant for if they do the verdict is void and some- 
times cases have taken several weeks to try i in this State. Further 
comment on this point, it seems to me, is unnecessary. 

The next two items regarding property and earnings have been 
already covered and the wife’s rights over her property and over 
her earnings are as absolute probably as may be necessary, but 
there can be no objections to a special statute amending the Act 
of 1912 so as to provide that all earnings of the wife shall be her 
separate prorerty. 

Laws in Louisiana cannot be repealed or extended by imntt. 
cation, and nothing in the Blanket bill will affect the Community 
Laws of Louisiana. 

The law of Louisiana regarding children born in marriage 
should be a model for every State. The Articles of the Civil 


Code on the subject are as follows: 
“215. A child, whatever be his age, owes honor and respect 


to his father and mother. © 
“216. A child remains under the authority of his father and 


mother until his majority or emancipation. 
“In case of difference between the parents the authority of 


the father prevails. 

_ “217. As long as the child remains under the authority of 
his father and mother, he is bound to obey thém'in everything 
which is not contrary to good morals and the laws.” 

To this may be added Article 223, as follows: 

“Fathers and mothers shall have, during marriage, the enjoy- 
ment of the estate of their children until their majority or eman- 
cipation.” | 
In ease of separtion from bed and board or divorce, this 
usufruct then becomes in favor of the one who obtains the judg- 
ment. By Article 226, “This usufruct shall not extend to any es- 
tate, which the child may acquire by her own labor and industry. r 
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‘Therefore. as the law of Louisiana now stands; probably the 
earnings of a minor child belong to the child but if further legis- 
lation on this subject’ is necessary then it should be done by a 
special law carefully drawn and after full ponenagrettont of the 
whole subject. — 

_ The question of illegitimate children and their rights and the 
rights of parents with respect thereto is too big a subject to be 
disposed of in one'line of'a general statute. This subject has 
been a theme of discussion in law, medicine, religion, ‘science and 
social economy from the beginning of the world and should be 
considered separately from all other subjects when a law is to 
be passed determining the rights of all concerned. Weeks 

As to the next item, I have never seen any objection to the 
appointment of women, whether married or otherwise, as exec- 
utors, when named in a will and as administrators of the estates. 
of deceased persons dying intestate, but if there was ever any 
doubt on the subject, it is removed under the terms of Act 34 of 
1921 several times above mentioned. 

As to grounds for divorce, while at one time in Louisiana 

grounds applicable against the wife were not always applicable 
against the husband, this was changed more than a half century 
ago. 
By Article 142 of the Civil Code, it was provided that where 
the marriage was contracted in this State and the spouses moved 
to a foreign country and there the husband behaved towards his. 
wife in such a way as to give her right under the laws of this 
State to a separation from bed and board, she might return to 
‘Louisiana and obtain such judgment, which “shall have force and 
effect in the same manner as if the parties had never left the 
, State,” and a year after this judgment of separation if the wife 
and her husband have not become reconciled, she ‘might obtain 
a final divorce. 

This right of the wife was greatly extended by Act No. 113 
of 1920, which reads as follows: | 

“Whenever a marriage shall have been contracted in this. 
State or elsewhere by parties either of whom are residents of this. | 
State and the matrimonal domicile shall have been established in 
a foreign country or in another State and if the husband shall have 
_ abandoned the wife, in the State of said marriage or elsewhere 
or shall behave or have behaved toward his said wife i in said for- 
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eign country or in said other State,:in such manner. as will entitle 
her, under our laws, to demand a separation from. bed and board, 
it shall be lawful for her, on returning to the domicile where said 
marriage was contracted, or to her domicile in this. State, prior 
to said marriage, unless. she has been .absent from the State for 
a period of two years or more, to institute a suit against her said 


_ husband for the purposes above mentioned in the same manner as 


if the parties were domiciliated in wen _ — law to the con- 

Originally, under the law, only the vianiatelal dase: in a 
suit for separation from bed and board could sue for a ‘divorce 
based on such judgment but by Act No. 25 of 1898, the same right 
was given to the unsuccessful party except that he or she had 
to wait two years. to bring such suit while the successful party 
was required to wait but one year. But this-act preserved sub- 
stantial rights of the wife by providing that where she had ob- 
tained a. judgment of separation from her husband and he had 
brought suit two years thereafter for a divorce, she would have 
the same rights to claim alimony as though she had brought the 
suit for divorce, and by continuing with her the custody of the 
minor children, issue of the marriage. 

As to the next item women married and unmarried are now 
- alowed to become parties litigant in all cases, the same as men. 

The next two items I decline to discuss for reasons that must 
be apparent to those who are now hearing me. 

I do not believe that the so-called “Blanket Bill” if adopted, 
as written, would be constitutional in Louisiana. The present 
Constitution like most of its predecessors, provides in Article 
III, Section 16, “every law enacted by the Legislature shall em- 
brace but one object, and shall have a title indicative of such ob- 
ject.” 

I do not know what is to be the title of the proposed “Blanket 
Bill” but it certainly embraces a multitude of objects and there- 
fore is amenable to the prohibitions of the Constitution which 
have been uniformally upheld by the Supreme Court. 

__In a newspaper article published some time ago, in discussing 
inequalities of men.and women under the laws of various States, 
it was stated that in Mississippi the husband had the legal right 
to “chastise the wife in moderation” and that in Florida “a hus- 
band may will away the person of an unborn child.” I have con- 
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sulted eminent lawyers'in thése two States and they tell me there 
are no such laws as above ‘described.’ As a matter of fact, the 
only statute until this year in Florida was the one adopted in 
1828 reading as follows: “Fathers may appoint guardians for 
their children during any part of infancy by deed, in writing, at- 
tested by two witnesses, or by last will and testament,” but this 
was specifically repealed on May 17, 1921, and a law adopted in 
effect “that the mother jointly with the father shall be the natur- 
al guardian and may jointly appoint guardians, and that in the 
event of either parent’s death sole guardianship should pass to 
the suvivor, who should have power to as pro-| 
vided in the former law.”’ 

I have not discussed the suggestion made by some that un- 
der the proposed Twentieth Amendment, if adopted, women would 
be liable to military service, because I do not etek that amend- 
ment would touch the question. | | 

The power to declare war is, under the Constitution of the 
United States, vested exclusively. in Congress, and this power is 
so broad as has béen held by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, to include every possible contingency and practically gives 
Congress a free hand in dealing with all questions relating to 
war, and I do not think an Amendment to the Constitution, which 
does not specifically touch the war powers, would have any ef- 
fect thereon.* 


* It is the policy of The Quarterly not to print discussions on current problems 
particularly when there is a wide divergence in public opinion. The foregoing article 
on the Rights of Women in Louisiana is partly historical but it is also largely a 
polemic, as for instance the views expressed on the so called Blanket Bill. The very 
great interest excited by its delivery as a lecture and its real value in other respects, 
accounts for its avpearance here. The reader will a'so bear in mind that The Quar- 
terly does not hold itself resronsible for the opinion of its contributors. 
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BILOXI BI CENTENNIAL’ 


André Lafargue 


I have been asked very graciously: by the Executive Commit- 
tal of Louisiana Historical Society to read before its honored - 
membership and. its. distinguished guests assembled in this most 
appropriate and: historically reminiscent Sala Capitular the ad- 
‘dress which I delivered at.the exercises that were held at Biloxi on 
April 8th, 1920, in connection with the unveiling of a two ton 
granite boulder erected on the sun kissed and picturesque shores 


of the Bay of Biloxi and marking the site where two hundred and 


twenty one years previous: Pierre LeMoyne d’Iberville and his 
companions had landed and subsequently constructed a_ fort, 


-_ known as Fort Maurepas, thus laying the foundation of the thriv- 


ing little community .of Biloxi. 

I feel highly honored to have had_ this invitation 2 aR 
to me by my history loving companions and I have acceded to their 
request- not because my paper has any intrinsic worth, either 
historically or otherwise; but because of the opportunity which 
presents itself to recall a celebration that was given but a passing - 
notice by the Press although it commemorated deeds and achieve- 
ments whose far reaching consequences and the lessons that they 
have taught us have as much significance and importance as those 
which we are this year extolling in connection with the. three 
hundredth anniversary of the s, Le of the Pilgrims at Ply- 
mouth. 

‘We should not overlook the fact that the Jeo of Iber- 
ville and his trusty companions on the southern shores of the 
North American Continent in 1699 was the initial act in the 
tense and soul stirring colonial drama which culminated on Dec- 
ember 20th 1803 in this very hallowed hall, when Laussat as the ° 
High Commissioner of the French Government formally turned 


‘over to the representatives of the young American Republic the 


greater part of the vast territory, title to which had been defi- 
nitely established through the building of the little fort on Bi- 
loxi’s back bay. For prior to the construction of Fort Maurepas 


*A paper read before the Louisiana Historical Society on December 2, 1920. 
Andre Lafargue’s address delivered at Biloxi on the occasion described here was 
published in La. Hist. Quarterly, Vol. 3, No. 4, pp. 617-623. 
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and the establishment of the Biloxi colony the French who had 
explored the upper and lower Mississippi and who rightfully laid 
claim to the adjacent territory, had never ‘taken formal possession 
of the land. True Father Marquette and J oliette, the Indomit- 
able, had traced the course of the Chicago, Illinois and Wisconsin 
Rivers down to the Mississippi itself and had traveled down the 
“Father of Waters” to what was known as the Arkansas River 


and ‘LaSalle had later on navigated the great stream to its very 


outlet into the Gulf of Mexico, on that occasion proclaiming in 
picturesque and grandiloquent language that he most formally 
took possession of the Mississippi, “of all the rivers that emptied 
therein and of all the lands that they irrigated, and this for and 
on behalf of his high and puissant king, Louis of France”, but as 
a matter of fact no settlement of any kind had been effected in 
that vast section of territory to which was subsequently given 
the euphonious and memory endearing name of Louisiana. And 
so it is that when Iberville on the 8th of April 1699, accompanied 
by his brother Bienville, by de Surgeres, de Sauvolle and by a 
party of picked men from: the two frigates “the Bandine” and 
the “Marin”, landed ‘from their life boats on -Biloxi’s back bay 
and broke ground for the construction of what they termed “a 
well bastioned fort’’, they performed the first act that legally and 
through international usage gave their country full..title to the 
boundless and savage tract. — as Province: of 

It was therefore very appropriate ‘aun: we - Louisiana should 
participate and take interest in the celebration held at Biloxi this 
last April. It commemorated an event of transcendental im- 
portance, one that led up to the founding of our own splendid 
metropolis. It marked the first step taken by the hardy and fear- 


- Jess pioneers'of France in making good their well earned claim to 


a section of country which France was most unquestionably. en- 
titled to by right of discovery and exploration, but the title had 


to: be perfected and Biloxi that 


purpose. 

The event was not a centennial dihiention diana 80 call- 
ed. Biloxi saw fit to wait until the unveiling of the Tennessee 
granite boulder presented by Mrs. J. T. Jones to the’ Gulfport 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution had been 
determined upon to celebrate coincidentally the 221st anniversary 
of its founding. Municipalities unlike the “fairer sex” do not 
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care how old they get and rather take pride in pointing to their 
‘venerable old age and so Biloxi decided. on April 8th 1920. that 
it would unblushingly admit that it was 221 years: old and stood 
prepared to receive the felicitations ‘of its younger sister com- 
munities. And Biloxi: did things quite royally on that occasion. 
Even the weather man had been propitiously approached and 
made good his promise of fair and sunshiny weather. The day 
was a glorious one and we who were there. all expressed the hope 
that Iberville and his companions had been. blessed with. such 
balmy and delightful weather when they tise mis enaid of the 
spot where they elected to land. 

In: truly. idyllic manner :as befitted the: occasion endl ‘the 
event that was being commemorated the exercises were held in 
the open, on the gaily festooned and flag draped front gallery 
of a resident of Back Bay, who had kindly turned over the use 
of her premises to the authorities and: to the hundreds, old and 
young, solemn and gay, pensive and carefree, who flocked to the 
scene in order to pay homage due and proper to the memory. of 
the brave men, whose love of country and loftiness of soul and 
ideals had carried them safely through a perilous voyage and had 
enabled them to fulfill the wish of their King in effecting a land- 
ing and settlement in newly discovered Louisiana. The celebration © 
was a splendid object lesson. It served to forcibly recall the 
great and heroic virtues of the early pioneers of Louisiana, men 
whose work and accomplishments when. we ponder over them 
seem to us to have been gifted in their days: with superhu- 
man endurance, physieal and mental. . | 

There were several fishing smacks and'small boats cial 
close to the beach, their occupants in picturesque and working 
attire resting on their oars and giving to the scene an added touch 
of poetic interest. ‘Their presence reminded one most forcibly of 
the sea faring men who made up the expedition that Iberville 
had organized when he left Brest in the latter part of 1698 in or- 
der to take up the work that:the unfortunate La Salle had. never 
been able to complete tronss foul assassination at zig hands of 
his disgruntled companions. 

~The military in their sober, olive war- like 
‘ ment were there, forming a guard of honor. The Gulf Coast Mil- 
itary Academy and the Naval Station Bands discoursed martial 
and stirring music between speeches and to give the vast assem- 
bly color in keeping with the event that was being celebrated, 
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missionary fathers from the far northern Canadian plains,. on 
a visit to Pass Christian, mingled with the crowd and brought up 
recollections of the noble deeds accomplished by their predeces- 
sors in the early and difficult: period of Louisiana colonization. . 

Col. R. P. McGehee in courteous fashion acted as master of 
ceremonies and introduced Father Spengler, a young. stalwart 
son of America, who had seen service during the world war and 
who delivered a most beautiful and soul inspiring invocation, clad 
in his uniform of an army chaplain. ‘ | 

An invitation had been extended to His Siicitiadiey Mr. Jus- 
serand, Ambassador of France at Washington, to attend the func- 
tion, but the arduous duties of the distinguished diplomat pre- 
vented him from keing present and he had delegated in his stead 
the Honorable Charles Barret, Consul General of France at New 
Orleans, who delivered a most scholarly address in the harmonious 
language of his own country, in which he dwelt at length upon 
the life, character and wonderful achievements of the great Iber- 
ville, for whom he rightfully had but words of warmest praise 
and of whom he made a pen picture couched in most interesting 
and characteristic style.. Mr. Barret’s address was a notable con- 
tribution to the occasion and showed that he had most painstak- 
ingly studied the early colonial history of our country and was 
familiar with the many deeds of bravery and of endurance: re- 
cited therein. 

Searce had he finished speaking when the ‘“Marseillaise’’, 
France’s immortal hymn, rang out in stirring and martial tones. 
It was sung by Mr. Charles Roche, formerly connected for several 
years with our late lamented French,Opera. His voice resounded 
well nigh across the bay and was a most fitting climax to the ad- 
dress of the representative of France.. 

I was then introduced to the audience as your daiediale and 
as the representative of Louisiana and of the City of New Or- 
leans. When I had finished, “Dixie” as played by the combined 
bands brought forth its usual quota of cheers and joyful demon- 
strations. 

A most speropriate poem written for the occasion by Mrs. 
Louise Hinsdale entitled a “Song for the Gulf Coast” was read, 
at the conclusion of which Dr. Dunbar Rowland, the very learned 
and efficient keeper of the archives and history of the State of 
Mississippi and an historian of considerable merit, read a most 
interesting and valuable address dealing mainly with the historic 


| 
bed 
| 
2 
} 
¢ 
; 
t 


The Biloxi Bi C entennial 463 


events that were being commemorated, their significance and 
their influence in shaping the destinies of a vast portion of this 
country. 

. Mrs. J. T. Jones, widow of the man who had helped to make 
Gulfport the thriving maritime. community. of today and had been 
most instrumental in developing its industrial facilities, respon- 
ded to addresses, made by Col. McGehee and by Mayor Kennedy of 
Biloxi, both. of whom eulogized the worthy lady and commented 
upon her generosity in connection with the erection of the boulder 


and as the bands again blared and the air resounded with martial 


music and cheers, the monument with a bronze tablet thereon 
bearing a most suitable inscription, was unveiled by Miss Sally 
Bowers, the most charming and accomplished daughter of former 
Congressman and Mrs. E. J. Bowers, who were likewise largely 
responsible for the success of the historic event. 


And above it all there hovered the spirit of the dauntless 


and heroic Iberville, whose bravery, courage and devotion to 
King and country and whose invincible faith in his God had made 
possible the celebration. Like a golden eagle, with outstretched 
wings encompassing the entire scene, the indomitable spirit of 
this worthy son of a worthy sire soared above us, as it seemed, 
and looked down complacently upon the people who had assem- 
bled in large numbers under the moss covered trees that grew 
on the very shores when 221 years before had been enacted in 
- simple but imposing fashion the deed that crowned the adven- 
turous and most remarkable career of one whose motto through- 
out his life was that of the early Crusaders: For God and for 


Country. 
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GAYARRE’S. REPORT ON LOUISIANA ARCHIVES 
IN SPAIN | 


‘ 


“One of the éagerly by of 

matter, concerning the’ history of Louisiana is the report made by 
Charles Gayarre, Secretary of State of Louisiana ‘to the Legisla- 
ture of 1850, concerning | his official effort ‘to’ obtain copies of 
Spanish documents of an historical nature regarding Louisiana 
during the period of the Spanish Dominion. This has been’ long | 
out of, print. and it is practically inaccessible. | 

Miss Grace King has one of the original prints in her library | 
and she has courteously consented to the use of the same by us. 
We feel that the time has come to reprint the same, as part of 
our archives. It should. be added. that since Gayarre’ 8 period .. 
a great deal has been done to put the Spanish archives in better 
shape and that-Dr, J.. Franklin Jameson, Director of the De- 
partment : of. Historical Research of the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, hopes soon to have indexes and other data concern- 
ing. these records .accessible in Washington that will open. much 
sto of ‘that. | 


Report the: Secretary of: State, the State- Library, Rouse, "1860. 


To the Senate House of | of State of 
isiana, in General Assembly convened: 

I have the honor to transmit tc your honorable body the 
annexed document, marked A., showing the situation of the State 
Library for the year 1849.* Of the money annually appropriated 
. for the purchase of books, the sum of $1,016.14 has been in- 
vested this year in the acquisition of 240 volumes. The balance, — 
$1.02 will be refunded to the ‘Treasurer of the State. _ 

On the eve of retiring from. the office which I have filled for 
four years, it gives me satisfaction to have, either by purchase, 
exchange or otherwise, acquired some valuable and rare works 
for the State Library, which I shall deliver to my successor with 


* This has no present historical value, and we do not reprint it.—H. P. D. 
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an increase of 1091 volumes. . I. beg leave to recommend that the 
same annual appropriation. of $1,000 be at least continued, if not 
made greater. Under the liberal patronage. of .the..Legislature, 
with proper management, and with the application of salutary 
‘regulations, I have no doubt that. the State Library will become 
still more respectable, and worthy of its destination. | 

- The boxing up:and the transportation of all the haat apper- 
taining to the State Library has been a serious work, which the 
State Librarian has had to perform in addition to his ordinary 
duties. The salary, which consists in $50 per month, has not 
been proportionate to'the obligations of that office, and I beg leave 
respectfully to suggest that the regular salary be increased, and 
that an extra compensation, suited to the extra work I have men- 
tioned, be granted. to the present incumbent, who has always dis- 
charged his duties with zeal and ability. | 
| I feel no small degree of satisfaction in informing your hon- 
orable body that I have lately received several bundles, con- 
taining copies of Spanish documents of an historical nature, for 
the procuring of which the State had made an appropriation in 
1847. I have not had sufficient time to examine them, and to as- 


certain whether they are such as to meet the expectations of your 


honorable body. The’ document hereunto annexed and marked 
B, contains the correspondence which I had on-the subject with 
Mr. Saunders, the U..S. Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of 
Madrid. It is not destitute of interest, and gives the history of 
the many difficulties which had to be-overcome:to procure those 
documents. As you will see by the.statements and accounts fur- 
nished by Mr. Saunders, the whole of the sum. appropriated 
($2,000) has been disbursed, and I gather from the letters now 
submitted: to your. consideration, that we have a. right. to. expect 
some more copies, which seem to have not. been . as yet ready 


when Mr. Saunders left. Spain. .The investigations made in the » 


archives of that country are not complete,. and further. discov- 
eries remain to be made... It is for your honorable. body, to de- 
cide whether, an . additional _appropriation, to continue the . re- 
searches already begun, would be judicious. I cannot but hope 
that you will come to the conclusion that any money employed in 
the elucidation of ‘our history, would be a useful application of the 
public treasure. 
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In a report which, at the request of the Senate; I made in 1848 
to that honorable body, and which. was published with their 
iournal, I demonstrated how. defective was: the organization of 
the department of State: The reformation which it demands is 
- go necessary, that I deem it my duty to call your attention to 
that document. I. hope that, if ‘taken: into consideration and 
acted upon, it will be the means of securing to my successor 
greater facilities for the discharge of his duties. : : 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES 
Secretary of. State. 


APPENDIX TO FOREGOING 


Starting with page 12 of Report of the Secretary of State, 

on the State Library, Baton Rouge, 1850. : 
B. 

Correspondence annexed to the Report of the Secretary of 

State on the State Library. 
Madrid, January 1, 1849. 

Hon. Charles Gayarre, Sec. of State: 

Dear Sir—I have duly received your favor covering a bill of 


exchange on Messrs. Baring & Co., at sixty days, and dated the 


17th of November, to be applied to the expense of copying docu- 
ments for the State of Louisiana. 

I enclose a note just received from M. Gayangos, which will 
inform you as to the progress of the business. On his return to 
Madrid, you shall have a full account of his expenses. You will 
please inform me as to your wishes in having the documents 
forwarded—or would you prefer having them kept until the 
whole shall be complete? As it is my purpose to return to the 
United States‘in the course of the year, I might bring them 
with me, unless some safe opportunity should before accrue. 


I am, etc., 


M. SAUNDERS, | 
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Hon. Chas. Gayarre, Sec. of State: 


Dear Sir—I wrote you a few days since informing you of | 


M. Gayangos’ operations. Enclosed 1 is a letter I have just received 


from him. 
In my last, I requested you to forward as heretofore the 


_ balance of the appropriation, as it will be wanted. On M. Ga- | 


yangos’ return, you shall have accounts of his expenses. 


Respectfully, _ 
R. M. SAUNDERS, 


Fonda dela Union, 
To R. M. Minister 

Sir—I have until now delayed giving you an account of my 
operations in this place; because I was told you were coming with 
the rest of the diplomatic corps. | 


After some delay, and in order to give ‘the Chief Archivero | 


time to look for and to bring out to me the papers, if-any, which 
relate to Louisiana, I had the satisfaction to hear that there was 
a large room full of ‘them, that came ‘from Madrid in 1828. I 
was accordingly installed in the said room, and allowed to begin 
my search. I soon: found that the papers were precisely in the same 
state as when they came from the capital, tied in bundles, most 
of which were not ticketed ,—and without the least order of clas- 
sification. I began, however, my search, and among a mass of 
useless trash, was lucky enough to discover, at the end of some 
days, some bundles or liasses, containing the correspondence of 
Unzaga, ‘Navarro, Rendon, Morales, Miro, Carondolet, etc., who 
‘were either military governors or Intendents of Louisiana. I con- 
tinued my researches, and was agreeably surprised to find part 
of the secret correspondence of Gen. Wilkinson, Dr. White, Col. 
Dunn, and other parties, who offered to annex Kentucky, Ohio, | 
and other States, and were undoubtedly in the pay of the Spanish 
government, as may be fully proved by their: own ‘correspon- 
dence. Though ‘these: papers, as far as I can judge, are not 
complete, (some. of the public officers at. Madrid having’ neglected 
to send their contingent. at the time,) I have no hesitation to 
say that much. interesting matter maybe ‘selected from those 
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I now have in. hand;.and moreover, as on my return to Madrid, 


I shall not fail to look also in the archives of. the War Office and 


in those of the Suprimido Consejo de Indias. I have no doubt 
we shall find there whatever is wanting here. _— 
So far with regard to the papers themselves. With regard 


to my proceedings here, I deem it necessary to call your atten- 
tion to the following facts. The papers, as I said before, are in — 


the greatest possible disorder, no attempt having been made to 
classify them since they came from Madrid. Most of them have 
no other inscription but this: Louisiana, Florida Occidental; a 


few only have the year marked on the outside, in red letters, and 
the greater part, not to say all of them, contain such heterogeneous | 


matter, that it requires a good deal of time and considerable pa- 
tience to ascertain their contents. The archives are open only 
five days in the week, from ten to one. No transcripts are al- 
lowed except those made by the clerks of the establishment, and 
that according to a tariff which is more than double the price 
usually paid at Madrid. 

__. The above circumstances will citienatty retard my operations, 
and in order. to examine 285 bundles and mark out what is worthy 
of. transcript, it will be necessary for me to devote at least four 
months. In order to save expenses, I make, as I go on, extracts 
of. such papers as are not sufficiently interesting to be trans- 
cribed at full. All together, and when the copies here being 
made are paid for, I calculate that. it will cost about $500, or one 
fourth of the sum allowed by the State of Louisiana; but, on the 
other hand, I feel confident that the documents obtained will be 
found to be highly interesting, and that, after this, the expense to 
be incurred at Madrid will be proportionately. small. 

. Not knowing, for certain, whether you will decide to visit 
this place, I have thought proper to address . you on this sub- 
ject. I remain, etc. wg ee, | 

| PascuaL DE GAYANGOS. 


‘Cadiz, 14th 1848, 

‘To R. M. .. Minister Plenipotentiary: 
Sir—I write from Cadiz, where I have found in the Govern- | 
ment archives some papers relative to Louisiana: It would ap- 
pear, as they inform me, that they came here from the Island of 
Cuba, together with others about Florida, and were destined to 
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Seville; but either from the officer’s carelessness, or some other 
cause, they were never sent to their destination, and here they are, 
As soon as I have ascertained whether there is anything in then: 
worth transcribing, shall go back to Seville. 

Thinking that you may wish to write to M. Gayarre, I en- 
close you a copy of the letter which I wrote to you whilst in Se- 
ville, where I thought you were not coming. 
| About the end of the month, or beginning of next, Is 
want more funds; but I will let you know in time. 

Trusting that all your family are doing well, I remain, ete. = 


New Orleans, January 6, 1849. 


To R. M, ‘Saunders, Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary : 

. Sir—TI have received with great pleasure your letter dated, 
Madrid, October 21, 1848, enclosing two letters from M. Gayan- 
gos, by which I see that I am soon to be put in possession of a 
rich harvest of documents. I am expecting them with all the 
impatience of an historian who has become enamored of the sub- 
ject on which his attention has been fixed solong. __ 

-. .In my letter of the 20th of November last, I informed you 
that I had. transmitted to you directly,.and to Messrs. Baring, 
Brothers and Co., of: London, triplicate drafts drawn by Schmidt 
and Co., of this city, on John Louis Emme and Co., London, for 
206 5-8 lb. of I that you will soon acknowl- 
the receipt. | 

Very reepectfully etc., 
CHARLES GAYARRE. 


‘December 29, 1848. 
To the Hon. Charles Gayarre, Secretary of State: . 


Sir—We have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 20th 
ult., enclosing a remittance on account of Mr. Romulus M. Saun- 
ders, U. S. Minister at Madrid, of 206 5-8 lbs. sterling, on J. L. 
Emmé & Co., for which we shall understand with him. | 


We remain, ‘ete. | 
BnoTHERs & Co, 
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To R. Saunders, Esq., “Minister Plenipotentiary: 
‘Dear Sir—I suppose Mrs. de Gayangos has informed you 
of my trip to Gibraltar and the African Coast. Finding that, 
according to an old practice, the archives at ‘this place were to | 
be shut up to the public for three weeks, I availed myself of the 
opportunity to visit the African shores. I was absent about a 
month, the expense of — I enatt not, of course, charge to Mr. 
Gayarre. 

Your letter of the 25th of October was not delivered to me 
until a few days ago, when, hearing from Mrs. de Gayangos that 
you had written to me, I applied to the Post Office, and found that 
it had laid there for about six weeks. I see by its contents that 
you authorize me to draw upon you at three days sight for the 
funds I may require; but I shall not have occasion to do so, 
as, not knowing your intentions, I had taken my measures accord- 
ingly, and procured the sum required, engaging sigchnecer to pay the 
same on my return to Madrid. 

I shall not, therefore, trouble you I go which will 
be at the beginning of next month. © Everything was.finished, .azd 
I ready to depart by the: 15th, when a sudden and unexpected dis- 
covery of some important papers obliged me to devote a few days 
more to their perusal, and the holidays coming on before I had 
finished my new task, I was unfortunately: detained much longer 
than I expected. But, whoever has anythiny to do with Spanish 
affairs, must needs have patience and resignation, if he intends 
to accomplish his object. I cannot tell you the exact sum whic}, 
I may require shortly after my return to the capital, as the chief 
archivero has not sent me his bill for the last two months, and 
I have agreed to pay the money into the hands of his brother at 


_ Madrid, but I presume the balance in my favor may be from 50 


to 60 pounds a. 
_ PAScuAL DE GAYANGOS. 


‘New Orleans, February 10, 1849, 


To R. Esq. Minister Plenipotentiary : 
Dear Sir—I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your id. 


| ter of the 1st of January, enclosing one from Mr. de Gayangos, 


dated at Seville on the 25th of December last. I am delighted 
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at the information that his researches have been so very success- — 


ful, and that he has again discovered some important papers. 
‘As to your inquiry whether the documents already pro- 

pt shall be kept until the whole be complete, I think the best 

plan would be to send, by the first safe conveyance, whatever may 


be on hand. On your return to the United States, to which you — | 


allude, you might then bring with you either the balance, or 
whatever might be ready at the time. 

_. I am exceedingly anxious to lay my hands on the long ex- 
pected historical treasure; which I owe to your kind exertions, 
and to the enlightened researches of Mr. de Gayangos, to whom 
I beg to present my warmest acknowledgments. 


I am, etc., 
| CHARLES GAYARRE. 


_ Madrid, January 13, 1849. 
To the Honorable Charles Gayarre, Secretary of State: 
Sir—I herewith enclose M. Gayangos statement of his ac- 


counts. 
He informs me he has copied everything to be ae in in 
ville,—that there are some of the papers not sent from here, which 
he will forthwith examine and have copied. fe 


I am, etc., . | | 
R, M. SAUNDERS. 

MR. GAYANGOS’ ACCOUNT. 
reals 
Risctved in May a draft on Messrs. O’Shea & Co. ...... 5,000 
reals 17, 845 


For three quarters iishiey at the rate of $1,000 a year, 
from the Ist of April to the 31st of December, 1848 15,000 


Journey to Simancas and back, including travelling and | 
"other expenses during an absence of 16 1,200 
Journey to Seville and back ................... reecees 1,000 
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Extraordinary expenses during four months spent at Se- 
ville, from the 7th of August to the 7th of December, 


1848, at the rate of $1 1-2 per day ......... sage es 4,000 
Discount on bank notes received in May, 6 p. c. on 5,000. 180 
Do. on 7,050 received in August, at the rate of $1-2p.c.. 245 


Balance due me ......... ...reals 9,010 


Madrid, April 2, 1849. 


To Honorable Charles Gayarre, Secretary of State: 


Dear Sir—I herewith enclose two notes from Mr. Gavaneos. 
that you may see the difficulties he has to encounter,—and how 
the mafter stands at present. On the receipt of the first note, 
I called on the under Secretary of State, informed him as to what 
I had heard in regard to the order given by the Duke of Soto- 
mayor, whilst Minister of State,—that the papers in the archives 
of the Foreign office should not be examined, because of their im- 
plicating in some way his father, whilst Minister in the United 
States. I told him in plain terms, unless I was allowed to have 
access to those papers, I should be under the necessity of address- 
ing a strong note of remonstrance, to the Minister, stating the 
grounds of the refusal, and that I should send a copy of my note 
to the Governor of Louisiana. That I thought it much better the 
papers should be examined, and that copies of such alone should 
be taken as the Minister should not object to. I received, within 
a few days after, a note from the Minister of State, saying there 
were no papers in the Foreign office relating to the history of 
Louisiana, but that all such were to be found in the office of 
Grace and Justice, to which I should have free access.. You will 
learn by Mr. Gayangos’ last note what has been the result. I 
doubt not the papers which we are most anxious to get have been 
abstracted—but I shall not fail, if possible, to get those which re- 
late to the Wilkinson affair. 


! 
. 
4 
$ 
4 
4 
| 
| 
2 
} i 
; 
$ 
i 
d 


| Gayarre’s: Report on Louisiana Archives in Spain 473 


[have said to-Mr; Gayangos that you would feel greatly dis- 
appointed, should you fail to get everything to be had, and that 
for the sum appropriated. That I could not exceed that somal and . 
I yet hoped he might be able to accomplish it. 

I still flatter myself that before I may leave for my return 
to the United States, we shall effect everything which may be 


practicable. I am, etc., 
M. SAUNDERS, 


March 11, 1849. 


To R. M. Saunders, Esq., Minister Pemaipitennbiay: 

Dear Sir—I have been engaged for the last two weeks in 
looking over the papers in the archives of the Foreign office. 
The archivero, for whom I have procured a letter of introduction, 
has been exceedingly kind, giving me every facility for investiga- 
tion. Unluckily, the papers are now to be removed. to another. 
part of the palace, owing. to the circumstance of a private theatre © 
being built in the very. rooms formerly occupied by the said ar- 
chives, which circumstance has not only impeded my researches, 
but, I am afraid, will also render them exceedingly slow for the 
future. I mention this, because I wish you to take note of all the 
difficulties thrown in my way, and the consequent loss of time 
which they are daily causing me in the fulfilment of the duties 
which I have accepted. 

I have, however, seen enough to convince me that all the se- 
cret papers concerning Louisiana are kept in these archives, and 
that Mr. Gayarre will have nothing to wish for, if we are allowed 
to penetrate into it. Of course, the archivero has only permitted 
me to look at the papers on the outside, saying, as I apprehended 
he would, that without a special order from the Minister, he 
could not take upon himself to let me take notes. ee 

You know, as well as myself, the jealousy and mistrust by . 
which the Spanish government is actuated in such matters. You 
know, also, that the Marquis of Casa Irujo would never grant the 
required permission, and I have been told that he gave strict or- 
ders to Senor Caballero, about the matter. Now, if you think 
that by making application to Senor Pidal, his successor in office, 
you can get admittance for me into these archives, you had 
better do it at once. But, if you are not sure of, success, I had 
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better try what I can do myself. _I will call on Senor Pidal, and 
tell him that I am engaged in writing a history of French Louis- 
jana; perhaps I will raise no suspicions, and we shall obtain 
what we want. ‘Whatever you determine upon, I shall be glad to 
know it as soon as possible, in order to lose no time, and etc. 


*y PASCUAL DE GAYANGOS. 
| March 31, 1849. 
To R. M. Saunders, Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary: 

Dear Sir—I have been lucky enough to discover, among a 
mass of papers laying in the greatest possible confusion, in the 
office of the Ministerio de Gracia y Justicia, Seccion de Indias, to 
which I had free access, duplicates of some of the very papers 
which I saw in the office of Foreign affairs, and which have been 
denied to us. Of course, I have not found the correspondence 
of Martinez de Irujo, our Minister in the United States,, between 
the years 1765-78, or that of his successor, Gradoqui, nor the 


papers which are missing upon the secret negotiations of Briga- 
dier General Wilkinson with the Court of Spain. 


| The state of those archives, I am sorry to say, is lamentably 
bad as any I have yet seen. Great masses of papers, thrown con- 
fusedly on large deal tables, or covering the floors of wide, deso- 
late rooms no indexes whatever, and the clerks as ignorant of 
Louisiana affairs, as if that State had never formed part of the 
Spanish monarchy. I have, however, gained the principal point, 
which is free access to the papers and permission to take with 
me a scribe, to take such transcripts as may be necessary; al- 
though I apprehend that, owing to the confusion I allude to, it 
will give me immense trouble, and will take much more time 
than I anticipated. The archives, moreover, will be shut till 
after Easter. | 
As the sum appropriated by the State of Louisiana may not 
be sufficient to cover all expenses; and it is not probable that a 
fresh grant is made, as I recollect my having told you at one 
time that I considered the $2,000 voted quite sufficient for all 
purposes, I am willing to go on, working gratis, and to have ~ 
transcripts made at my own expense, should the investigation 
which I am now making in the archives of Gracia y Justicia de 
Indias produce more materials than the funds in your hands 
would afford transcribing, and so forth; for, owing to the dila- 


4 
| 
> 
| 
4 
q 
> 
4 
a 
> 
nal 
4 
¥ 
% 
4 
pas 
nal 
4 


* 
‘ 
} 
t 
} 


Gayarre’s Report on Louisiana Archivesin Spain 476 


tory proceedings of our blessed sovernment, (I would rather call 
it disgovernment), owing to the number of archives scattered 
over the country, and last, not least, owing to the ignorance of 
archiveros, I cannot but help thinking that much time has neces- 
_ sarily been lost which might otherwise have been most usefully 
employed, had all the papers been together i in the same place, and 
kept with anything like order—and although it is no fault of 
mine nor of yours, yet I consider myself bound to make this 
sacrifice in behalf of the State of Louisiana. _ ) 
I enclose the account for the last quarter, and shall feel 
obliged if, after your perusal and approbation of the same, you 
send me a cheque for the amount. 


I remain, etc., | 
PASCUAL DE GAYANGOS. 


. reals. 
Received on the 20th of February, on a cheque on Messrs. 
For a quarter’s honorary, at $1, 000. 5,000 
Paid for transcripts and paper ...:.......... tae Fiancee 1,425 
Carriage of a package from Seville by coach ciate ieee 39 


New Orleans: c May 24, 1849. 


To R. M. Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary : 

Dear Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 2d of April, in which you inform me of the 
difficulties which Mr. de Gayangos has still to encounter. He 
has already overcome many obstacles, and I hope that those which 
continue to be in his way will not prevent him from executing 
the task he has undertaken, as completely as may be desired by 
the State of Louisiana. I cannot understand the objection which 
the Duke of Sotomayor has to the examination of the correspon- 
dence of his father, whilst Minister of Spain to Washington. 
That, in connection with the province of Louisiana, his father 
should have favored the interests of Spain in preference to those 
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of the United States, is but what was to be expected from a 
Spanish Minister. It was his duty; and the proof of it, far 
from committing his memory, would raise it higher in the esti- 
mation of his countrymen, and could not be resented in this 
country. We are too patriotic not to appreciate patriotism in 
others. I still hope that the contracted view taken of this matter 
by the Spanish ministry, will not be of long duration, and that — 
Mr. de Gayangos will in the end be allowed to make as full an 
investigation in the archives as may be necessary for our his- — 
torical purpose. The information which I have received that the 


- transcript of valuable papers have been made is highly interest- 


ing, and I am very anxious that all the copies on hand should 


be transmitted as soon as possible. I am, etc., 
| CHARLES GAYARRE. 


To the Hon. Charles Gayarre, Secretary of State: 

Dear Sir—The enclosed letter from Mr. Gayangos I have 
this moment received. You will see what he says. I have only 
to remark that I think for the first quarter he did very little— 
so that in fact, that should be considered. I have told him I 
cannot bind you for any further payment; that when the whole 
business was complete, the Legislature would be able to decide 
what would be right. You will say whether I am to give the 
price, or what sum, for the work referred to, should the author 
consent, in discharge of it. | 

As.I do not expect to leave before September, I may possibly 
get your answer. If not, I would leave authority with my suc- 
cessor to open it, and follow your directions. I shall likely send 
the manuscripts with my own baggage, to New York, where I 
I shall leave them, or have them sent over to you. I have paid to 
Mr. Gayangos the balance in my hands. A full statement shall 


be sent to you when the matter is closed. | 
| R. M. SAUNDERS, 


Madrid, July 13, 1849. 


To R. M. Sdahders, Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary : 

- §ir—According to your directions, I have placed in Mr. Saw- 
yer’s hands that portion of the Louisiana papers which are now 
ready, being chiefly selections from Seville and Simancas. I 
still retain some by me, as I find I must refer to them occasion- 
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ally. I would have sent them much sooner,—indeed almost im- 
mediately after you expressed that wish,—had I known then 
where Mr. Sawyer was lodging, but on calling at his old rooms 
in the Calle de Peligros, I was told that he had left, without 


any reference to the place of his removal, and I oe con- 


eluded he was in Aranjuez. 
That gentleman tells me that your departure being now pat 


poned till September, you wish, if possible, to have all the papers — 


for the end of the next month, in order to take them with you to 
America. How soon the work of revision and selection in which 
I am now engaged may be completed, I cannot exactly say, but I 
do not think it can be done before the middle of October, owing 
to many reasons,—first of all, I find that the archives are about 


to be shut for three weeks, being what is called summer vaca- — 


tions. Secondly, this department seems to contain as much in- 
teresting matter as any I have yet visited. Thirdly, the papers 
themselves.are in greater confusion than either at Seville or Si- 
mancas, being chiefly remnants of the various colonial offices 
which ought long ago to have been sent to Seville, but here re- 
mained behind; by some unaccountable event. Fourthly, the 
keeper hardly knows himself what papers he has under his care. 
Every second day I find on my table a large bundle of papers, 
most times without any label or ticket attached to it, and when 
that one is examined and disposed of, another is brought in, 
without the least order as to chronology or subject. 

You may easily conceive, that under such circumstances, cial 
there being not at these archives any sort of register book, or in- 
dex to the Louisiana papers; which, by the way, are always mixed 
with those of Florida, so that I have always to separate them,— 
it is impossible for me to calculate the extent of the work to be 
done, and therefore, how long I may be employed about it. All 
I can say is, that I shall use all diligence and speed; indeed, it is 
my interest to do so, for as you will find by the enclosed, being 
an account of the expenses incurred in the last quarter, I am 
actually working without remuneration at all, and I will con- 
tinue to do so for some time to come, besides having to pay out of 
my pocket all expenses of transcribing, porter’s fees, etc., which 
will form on the whole a considerable sum. 

.As I had once the honor of proposing to you, having per- 
haps imprudently engaged myself to complete the examination 
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and inspection of this department, (Gracia y Justicia de Indias). 
I consider myself in duty bound to complete the same, whatever 
may be the personal inconvenience and expense resulting from 
it. But at the same time I do not feel myself obliged to do the 
same in the archives of the Foreign department, should an order 
for admission be at last granted, as I have some reason to be- 
lieve it will be hereafter, on my personal application. Nor do I 
feel bound to make any further investigations than those actually | 
going on, and which, you may rely on it, will be done in con- 
science, and as accurately as if they were for myself. 

I lay a stress on this circumstance, because, as I said before, 
I have some hopes of getting, at a future period, admission to the 
foreign department, and will perhaps furnish you with a list of 
the papers relating to Louisiana, which are to be found there, 
and which you were officially informed did not exist in the ar- 
chives of that office; and I may, likewise, have access to a private 
collection of original papers, belonging to a descendant of one of 
the governors of Louisiana, among which there is, I am told, 
an excellent history of Louisiana, written in French, by a gentle- 
man of the name of Senlis,* in his own hand writing; being 


original, and never printed. The gentleman I allude to resides at _ 
- Cuenca, and is now travelling in France. He is not expected till 


the end of the year; but when he does return, I will communicate 
with him, and ascertain whether he wants to part with the said 
papers, and what price he wants, and I shall not fail to inform Mr, 
Gayarre of the result. But should the owner of the papers re- 
fuse to part with them, and consent only to allow the. perusal 
and copying of the same, I do not consider myself bound to incur 
any more expenses, or do any work, without an adequate remun- 
eration. This being understood, I will finish what I have in 
hand, and if, on the 1st of September, I should find that all the - 


papers are not yet transcribed, I will only give you what I have, 


trusting to another opportunity for the departure of the re- 


mainder. 


: My Account for the last. quarter is 4021 reals—but ; as ‘there 
only remains of the appropriated money in your hands 2641 reals, 
I must, of course, be contented with that. If my account of the 
sums received of you at different times be right, and I beg you © 


* In the margin of the printcd copy we are following, the name Pon- 
talba is written opposite this name. | 
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to collate it, and rectify thé mistake, if any. I will feel obliged 
by your remitting the said balance, whatever it tony be. ~ 

remain, ete,,. 
"PASCUAL DE GAYANcos. 


To the Charles Secretary of State: | 
Dear Sir—I have the pleasure of informing you of my hav- 
ing shipped by the steamer Ohio, which sailed from New York 
on the 18th inst., a box containing the documents as collected by 
Mr. Gayangos. I flatter myself you will receive them in due time, 
and if they shall answer your expectations, I shall feel fully com- 
pensated for any trouble I may ‘have see in ‘Petcare them. I 
forward a statement of the payments. - 3 : 


With great respect, etc., 
R. M. SAUNDERS. 


-R. M. Saunders, in accounts, etc., etc.: 
May, 1848. To bill on Baring Brothers & Co., received 


1849. Do. on J. L. Emmé & Co........ 1,000.00 
$2,000.00 
May, 1848. By cash paid to Mr. Gayangos...... wie ee 
November 8, By cash, do. ....... 50.00 
January, 1649, By cash. 450.30 

$1,993.10 
$2,000.00 


‘ 
: 
| 
5 
{ 
a 
; 
=. 


480 Historical: Quarterly 


__New Orleans, Nov. 26, 1849. 


To R. M. Washineten. City: . 

Dear Sir—It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the receipt 
of your. letter of the 14th inst., and of the box containing the 
documents collected by Mr. Gayangos. Being busily engaged in 
the transfer of. the seat of government, which must be removed 
this week to Baton Rouge, I have not had time to look into those 
documents, They shall be laid before the Legislature at its reg- 
ular session in January next, and I have no doubt that your ser- 
vices will be fully appreciated by that body. I cheerfully tender 
you my thanks for the very courteous manner in which you have 
received my applications to you on behalf of the State, and for 
the ability and untiring zeal with which you have carried on the 
negotiations which it became necessary for you to have with the 
Court of Spain. 


I am, ete. | 
CHARLES GAYARRE. 


S. I shall be under obligations to you for informing me 
whether the- box I have received contains all the documents I 


am to expect..- 
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2, (1728. 
No. 2837 


April 3, 1728. 
Sli 


ip. 
No. 2488, 


April 3, 1728. 


Slip. 


April 3. 1728. 


No. 2810, 


April 4, 1728. 


Slip 
No. 


— 6, 1728. 


2842, 


See 2781, 2829, 
9881, 2845, 
28104, 


| Acknowled gment of Debt. 


~Remonstrance. 


OF LOUISIANA 


Petition for Redress’ for Libel: Mr. Estienne, 
charged with examining accounts of the former 
administration, found shortage of provis- 

. jons in the account of Mr. Lassalle, who re- 

'_ taliates by imputing irregular dealing to Mr. E. 

Let Mr. Lassalle be cited to meet this com- 
plaint, and to make due reparation unless he can 
prove his allegations. _ 
Action forward. 


Cariton owes Mr. 
_ Voile the sum of 33 francs and promises to pay 
in seven weeks. 


Devel asks Mr. Rossard to an- 

--swer for him in the suit brought by Madame 
Mortiere, that he never refused to pay but. 
is ready to pay on due discharge from action of 
‘Seizure. 


Petition to ancient Fees. Mr. Lassus moves for 
citation of settlers who owe fees to him. 
(He was formerly Company Surveyor.) | 
Action granted. 


Money Order. Mr. Mr. de Cha- 
vannes to pay Mr. Bourbeau the sum of 207 
one less what he owes to de Charmont 


gre 26. Subscribed by De Chavannes in 
favor of B. 


Petition in Remonstrance. Claude Trenaunay 
Chanfret, director of DuBuisson t, having 
been cited at the instance of Mr. Francois Du- 
Buisson, with reference to De Verteuil’s ac-— 
counting, objects that he, C. T. C., has nothing 
to plead with Mr. D. B., and protests at the loss 

- of timé and at other inconvenience thereby oc- 

- casioned. Let Mr. D. B. be cited to pay costs 

and damages, and be non-suited in his demands. 

Approved'and notice served. (Mr. C. T. C.’s 

case with De Verteuil has been submitted for 
arbitration.) 


Xi 
No. 28 * 


482 


April 7, 1728. 


lp. 
3 No. 2843, 
. See 284, 
1728. 
: No. 2844, 
See 2843, 


April 9, 1728. 
3pp. 
No. 2845, 


See 2842, 2892. 


April 10, 1728. 


No. 2944. 


April 12, 1728. 


No. 295. 


April 13, 1728. 
1 -.... moves to. collect :80. francs from Mr. Dugue, 


p. 
No. 2846, 
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| Petition for Recovery. Pierre Martinot claims 24 — 


francs for board ‘furnished to-St: Leger while he 
worked for the Company. 

Let St. L. be cited. | 

Action allowed. 


Petition for Recovery. . Pierre Martinot further 
Claims .a debt.of 36 francs contracted by St. 
- Leger,. but payable by one Nouet, seeing that 
$t. L. gave N.’s note for 36 francs to P. M. 
. Nouet feruses to pay; let him be cited, and 
and seized of said sum. 
Granted. Seizure at-petitioner’s risk. 


Petition in ‘Remonstrance. Mr. de Verteuil, 
among other grievances adduced against Mr. 
Francois DuBuisson, .pleads that.D. B. made 
off with. the only dugout of D. B. grant, thereby 

. forestalling DeV. in. lodging complaint at N. O. 
in good season for defending his cause at the 
time when he was.deposed, .besides entering suit 
for attack on himself and Madame DeV. by 
D. V. In sum, DeV. moves to render account, 
not on D. B.’s faulty basis, but according to 
inventories correctly prepared by DeV. 

N otice served to - DuBuisson. 


Dtidatoe Rendered i in ‘Cases of 

. Etienne vs. Lasalle. : 

Trenaunay vs. de Verteuil. 

Guenot vs. Raguet. 

- Signed: “Prr’’ “Del” paraph of Brusle. 

‘paraph of dausseville. ‘‘P.’ 
Document ink eaten and torn. 1pp. 


bower of Attorney granted to Sr. Nicolas Henry by 
Sr. Trenaunay de Chanfret, Director of Du 
‘Buisson: Concession. Passed presence of 
Bernard Dargaray, sheriff of the Council. 
Signed: ' ‘““Trenaunay Chanfret,” ‘ ‘Droy” ; 


“Romar” -ntry; 


13pp. ‘Edges torn. 
Petition to. Recover Court . Dues. Mr. Miiaaed 


. due on a mattress (at..sale of Mr. Dupuy 
Planchard’s ‘goods) ; an 20 francs On a marriage 
Contract... 

Action allowed. 
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Agett 14, 1728: ‘Petition of :-Recovery: ::-Langlois, tailor, claims 
No the sum of: 107: francs from Babaz, on a nate 


Apri 19, 1728: Summons to Court. . | At the instance of: Madame 

Louise Jousset La. Loire Manade, Sheriff Dar- 
No. 2848, “1 sr os. ganay notifies Pierre.De Manade to appear for 
See 2833, 2850, _ -shearing‘on: Saturday next, 8 A. M. 


20, Petition in Settlement of, Estate. Jean Baptiste 
Raquet, in: view of his wife’s decease, asks leave 
No: 2848, take .an inventory: of their joint property; 
ve and he would also have a surrogate guardian ap- 
for their minor children. 
Approved: Delachaise. 


May 1,172... Summons to Testify. _ At the instance of Mr. 
Ip. .,,-Claude Herpin, “attorney for Mr. Perraut, 

No. 2850, Sheriff Dargaray_ notifies Messrs Perillaux, de 
See 28%, ..  ,_..,,,la,Renaudierre, Joseph Milon and Christophe 
eee appear tomorrow at 8 A. M. be- 

fore Mr. Brusle, to testify. concerning ‘some con- 

cealed or harbored goods of the Rottot 


Méy 3, 1728, petition’ to Reéover Dues. Mr. Rossard 


claims residue account of 119 francs from Mr. 


= 


Ip. a board’account of '60: francs and 13 sous from 
Ne 0. 2852, Sieur Langlois: 
Action allowed. 


5; ‘1728. in -Arbitration Mr. La- 
‘Tande .Dalcour,: sometimes Colonial Treasurer, 
Os. "9888. for citation of Officer Dupuy Planchard, 
See 27116, O754, that he may witness. the ratification of an arbi- 
, tration sentence rendered between him and the 
Meats, dé Coustillas and Broutin 

| oh April 19, 1727. 


May 7, 1728. Agreement ito Arbitration Foregoing 


| io. etition: is first repeated, and then subscribed 
O. 28%, .. ...., by Dupuy Planchard, to the intent that he c con- 
See 2858. sents t to said sentence. | 
May: 10, 1728. Receipt for Hire of Sinees: Lagarde has received 
wee ee -of ‘Mri Senet the sum of 200 francs for hire of 
No. 2885; "negroes to'work on de Chaumont grant. Money 


“to be used:for Mri:L.’s passage to France. 
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x "2856, 
See 272, Feb. 
20, 1727. 
2857, 2878. 


Closed. 


May 15, 1728. 
4. 


No. 2757, 
See 2756, 


May 22,.1728. 
Ip. 
No. 2858. 


2858q. 
See 


22, 1728. 


No. 2899, 


See 2833, 2878, 


May 1728. 


Ip. 
No. 2858a. 
See 2858, 


May 24, 1728. 
Ip. 4. 
No. 286, 


See 2855, 2861, 


May 24, 1728. 


Ip. 4. 
No. 2881, 
See 2860, 2867, 
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Remeanstrance. - ‘Charles Droy, trustee of Millon 
minors, answers the objections proposed by 
Mr. Delachaise, and ‘contends that the negro 
in question clearly belongs to the Abbe D’ 
quevaux’s estate, and therefore by bequest to 

Madame veuve Millon, deceased, and now to 
her heirs. Anyhow, the LeBlanc grant is in- 
- debted to Abbe D’.s estate to net sum of 1005 


francs, irrespectively of negro. 


Aceount Current. Statement of Abbe D’Arque- 
vaux’s transactions with Le Blanc grant. His 
debit, 1045 francs; credit, 2711+. Balance 
credit, 1665f.+ (deduct value of disputed slave, 

660 francs, and net credit stands 1005 francs. 
February 26, 1721 - August 14, 1722. 


Motion for Trial of Prisoner Bourguignon. ‘At- 


, torney General Fleuriau reports on the persist- 
“ent offences; and now recent crime, of one 
~ Melun alias Bourguignon, arrested for larcency 
--of some bacon, and assault with knife, on one 
~ Winant, who caught him in the act of larceny 
at Coupart’ S. 
Trial allowed. Delachaise. Hearing before 
Councillor Brusle. .Winant to be visited 


Surgeon Major. . 
Separation Suit Still Pending. Council 


Madame Louise Jousset La Loire and Mr. 
_- Pierre Manade to. produce their proofs hefore 
Councillor D’Auseville. | 
Costs reserved. 
Notice served to P. M. 


Summons to Testify. Sheriff Dargaray notifies 


- Coupard and his wife to appear “today at 2 
P. M.” for hearing in nee to the assault on 
one Vinante. 


Surgeon’ s Report. Major Pouyadion De 
Latour certifies that he has visited one Vignant 
whom he found wounded on the left arm and 
on the lower:abdomen, left side. Thus far no 
inflammation or fever. 


Petition of Mercy. Marie Fontaine, wife of Jean 
Melun alias Bourguignon, reminds the Council 
that nearly two. years: ago she lodged a request 


i ‘showing that unless her husband were sent: back 


_to France he might come to.grief, being dement- 
ed and also. subject to- strong drink. She urges 


Pe, 
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,that his recent offence was moved. by this two- 


“fold infirmity.’ Not for his sake, since he is 
_ worthy, but on her account, she begs the Council. 
‘to waive condemnation and allow his return to 
France. She will pay the fare and also the medi- 
cal. bill and food bill of the wounded man. } 


No note by Court. 


May 26, 1728; Petition to Collect a Bequest. Jacques Rozier, 


No. 28%, 


May 28, 1728. | 
2pp. 

No. 288, 
See 


May 28, 1728, 


No. 2 28H, 


2pp. 
0. 2865, 


See 28%, 


May 29, 1728.. 


knocker, moves to collect’ an account owing to 


J ean Rozier by the Swiss Company. Jean’s 
will is adduced showing that Jacques should re- 


ceive the said account. 


Attorney General :Fleuriau sanctions this 
claim, and orders it paid, Seconded by Council. 
Costs divided. i 


‘Petition of ' Recovery. . Pitre Estate. Jacques 


Chesnier, husba Isabella Pitre, complains 
that his wife’s mother, widow of one Pitre who 


who died at ‘Biloxi, réfuses'to fulfil her promise 
_ of giving a dowry to Jacques and his wife; and 


furthermore, now that the said mother-in-law, 
“‘Isakella the fat Fleming,” has married again, 


R with one J acquet, she withholds their portion 


of inheritance in Pitre’s estate, and keeps re- 


“moving some of the goods. Let the goods be 


secured on inventory basis. 
Action allowed. 


Petition for Prompt Settlement. Joseph Lazou, 


executive for the late Francois Deserboy, has 
been. obstructed in his. accounting by Mr. 
Provost, bookkeeper. Let the withheld ac- 


counts be produced, and the terms of the will 


executed. 
Attorney General Fleuriau authorizes due 


execution to a + PEOVIES in regard to ‘the 


negress.’ 


Decision in TE Settlement Suit. Jacques 


Chesnier and his wife Isabella vs. Jacquet and 
his wife, Jacquet in default. Madame J. 
shall produce all goods belonging to herself and 


_ to her ‘first husband, according to inventory 


thereof; and plaintiffs may seize all goods which 


~ have been diverted, that these may be listed 


and divided. 
Notice to. J acauet and his wife,. 
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1726, while in Missouri. other 
glaring instances of fraud, Place returned wage 

. receipts - for, massacred. companions of Rottot. 

The’ latter’s. goods, .if Place’s false reckoning 
» -were to ke trusted,:must have been dissipated 
to the sum of 25, 000 francs in half a year; but 

it so happened. that Rottot’s account book 

_ lacking. some credit pages) was saved at the 
“time of. the massacre, and affords correct in- 
sight into his transactions. Procedure besought 


and granted. 


may, 29,1728. 


No Ox 2807, 


See 2881,” 


May 30,1728: 


Ip. 4. 
No. 2868, 


2886, 1. 


May 30, 1728, 


No. 2869, 
See 2868, ° 


2pp. 
No. 307. 


Bunitnene -of Witnesses: 


Summons in Suit. 


June 1, 1728: 


served. 


May 29, 1728, Proposed, Articles of. Inquiry in Embezzlement 
3 


Suit. Councillor Brusle, commissioner in the 

_ cease 1s requested. to examine the witnesses on 

. certain: adduced articles, in addition to the 

facts.enumerated in plaintiff's petition of May 

_. 29, 1728. Articles turn in various operations in 

‘buying and selling, and reflect sundry stock at- 
tributes of backwoods trade in those times. 

Well written:and preserved intact. 


Decision. Against Bourguignon. Attorney Gen- 

“eral Fleuriau finds Jean Mélun alias Bourguig- 

‘non convicted’ of “assault and excesses and 

_ stabbing”; and condemns him to be whipped at 

. the crossings of this town by the public execu- 

tioner, and thereafter to perpetual banishment. 
Costs on culprit.” 


‘Sheriff Dargaray noti- 
fies twenty designated persons to appear to- 
morrow at 8 A. M. to testify before Councillor 

coficerning the' concealment and_diver- 

of goods: in Iilinois, ‘belonging to Rottot 
esta 


Similar no- 

tice to:that on. preceding card, served _ to wit- 
“nesses St, Laurent, es. Sansfacon, Becquet 
his wife. 


‘Interrogatory of Sr. Laingiols, witness in the plot 
to go over to the English, and for that eas; cana 
stealing the long boat. 
Signed: ‘“Langlois.”’ 


| May 29,1728. Petition to Prosecute for Embezzlement. Claude 
Herpin, attorney. for Mr. Perault, relates a long 
No. 28%,, _... list of irregular dealings on the part of one Place, 
who had been empowered to act as alternate for 
See 2850, 28%6q, 
3185, 
| No. . 
| See 2B%..-:, 
| 
| | 
i 
| 
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2, 1728. 


Interrogation of Baron de enhineil witness 
‘in the plot to' go overt to the English. 
“Signed:* “Baron de-Hombourg’’, “‘Brusle,’”’ 


(paraphe) “Rossard, (paraphe), clerk. 


June 2, 1728. ::' Interrogation of Vincent Woman, named Jeanne 


33pp. 
No. 309 


23pp. 


No. 313.) 


June 1728. 


13pp. 
No. 


1Zpp. 
No. 311. 


June 3, 1728. 


ND 


June’3,'1728, 
No. 

1728, 


23Pp.. 
No. 317. 


June 2, 1728. 


June 2, 1728, 


_ Carroy, accused of being 1 in the plot to go over 
. to the English. 
“Signed: “Brusle,”’ (paraphe) ;- “Rossard,’ 4 


(paraphe), clerk. 


Interrogatibn of of being in the 
plot to make‘away with the long boat and go 
‘over'to the English: 

Signed: ‘“Langlois,” ‘Brusle,”’ (paraphe); 

“Rossard,” -(paraphe) clerk. 


of Marmilliau, soldier, witness in 


case of plot to steal the long boat and go over 


to the English side. 
., Signed: “Rossard,” (paraphe), clerk; “Brusle.” 


Interrogation of Claude: Babaz, accused of being | 
in plot to steal the long boat and go over to the 
English side. 

Signed: “€: Babaz,” “Brusle,”’ 


“Rossard, (paraphe) : clerk. 


June 2, 1728. ms . Inteerogation of Baptiste concerning plot to steal 


ae boat and go over, to the English side. 
Signed: Waraphe), ‘“‘Rossard,”’ 
~(paraphe), clerk. 


Interrogation of Kelly in’ of 
those, concerned in.plot to steal the long boat 

and, over to the English side. 
“Brusle,”’ (paraphe); “Kelly,” ‘‘Ros- 


‘of Jacques of being in plot 


to steal the. long boat and go over to the English 


side. 


‘Signed: “Jacques,” ‘(paraphe); “‘Rossard,”’ 


Interrogation of Vinicent; of the guard, 
brought to the registry by four fusilleers, ac- 
cused of participating in plot to steal the long 
boat and go over to the English. 

Signed: “Vincent,” “‘Brusle,’’ (paraphe), 


“Rossard,” (paraphe), clerk... 


O8 
+ 
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3, 1728. Interrogation of. Bonn, an. Englishman, in the 
_ service of Sr..de Castillon, accused of participat- 


No. 315. ing in plot to steal long boat and go over to the 
English side. 
| Signed: ‘‘Rossard,’’ (paraphe), “Brusle,”’ 
(paraphe). 
June 3, 1728. Petition to Restrain Spendthrift Husband. 
3pp. Marie Magdelaine de La Tour shows that her 
No. 287, | dissolute husband, unless restrained by Court, | 
| will waste. all their joint property. She has been 
See 27160, | obliged to take refuge with one Robert and his 


wife, and urges the Council to intercept her 
husband (Jean Antoine Maslon) from control of 
certain sale proceeds: 1800 francs for cattle 
sold to Mr. D’Auseville. Madame is at pres- 
ent enciente, and she also came an allowance of 
€00 francs. a year. 

Action forward. 


hess 4,1728. Summons of Witnesses. Notice served to Pierre 
Schmit and to Schmit his brother, and to one 
Ne’ 0. 2811, Bidat, to appear before Councillor Brusle to 
testify concerning “the facts of desertion, 


See 2875, ... plots and rioting.”’ 

June 4, 1728.  Fetition to Recover Bond: Bourbeau had left | 

Ip. | with Mr. Morisset an order for four jugs of olive 
oO. 2872 en, signed by Bonneau, guard of stores, But 


Mr. M.’s papers came to be put under seal, and 
are still sealed. Let Bourbeau recover his 
aforesaid order. | 


Note by Court. | 
June 5, 1728. Tecision in Case of Dispiitéd | Slave. Attorney 
2pP. ik General Fleuriau pronounces that the alleged 
0. 2878, ~ will of Abbe D’Arquevaux is void, because un- 


signed, and hence the Abbe died intestate be- 
See 2856, 221, fore the law. In any event, it is clear that the 
30157, 301633. Le Blanc grant has no right. to the slave in 
question. Let the slave be sold at auction and 
_ the proceeds te held by attorney of vacant 
estate, for tenefit of heirs if any present them- 
selves. Hire of slave shall also be collected from 
time of the Abbe’s. death. 

On the statement of Mr. Delachaise that said 
slave was sold to the grant, Council awaits re-. 
port of such sale. : | 
. Costs reserved. 


June 5, 1728. Sentence for Selling Alcoholics to Slaves. 
2pp. No. 28%, Formal repetition of the ruling ¢ ¢nnounced on 
See 2875, succeeding card. 


> 
a 
! 
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5, 1728. 


No. 2818, 


June'5, 1728. 
See 287 


7; 1728. 
Ne. 2876, 


See 2871, 


June 14, 1728. 


Fine Imposed for Selling Intoxicants.to Slaves. 

Qn the testimony of Indian slaves Guillory, 

- Jean Baptiste and Bontemps, the Attorney 

_ General recommends further procedure to as+ 

certain precise facts of the case. -Fine of 20 

' francs in favor of Hospital, if accused retailers 
Lemaire and Ozaune are found guilty. 

’ Council after due procedure: imposes the said 

“fine on each delinquent, and orders the ruling 

published. 


Taw Forbids the Sale of Alcoholics to slaves, ex- 


except on order from owners. 


a. mons to Testify. Sheriff Dargaray notifies 


Mr, Pellerin guard of Company stores, and Mr. 

. Trudeau, settler on. the River, to appear at 8 

+ A. M. before Mr. Brusle for hearing in regard to 

ee desertion of Indian salves, and a by 
esame. . 


Capital Sentence on Indian Slave. In review of 
criminal procedure against Indian slave prison- 
ers Guillory,, Bontemps and Jean Baptiste, 
Attorney General Fleuriau finds Bontemps con- 
___ victed of aggravated desertion and robbery, and 
-.. condemns him to be hanged and strangled: 
being first a thes. tor by two reputable inhabi- 
tants.. Guil for twice deserting, shall be | 


_. publicly flogged, and shall attend Bontemps to 


the gallows: 


Adjourtiment in Separation Suit. Sheriff Dar- 


| garay notifies Pierre de Manade that the de- 
_ Jayéd hearing ‘will still:be adjourned one week. | 
Remonsttrance in Separation Suit. Pierre de 
Manade answers ‘“‘that it is not necessary for 
the honor and reputation of the one and the 
other, to make ‘the respective inquiries.” He 
consents to separation of goods, but insists on re- 
_ taining dowry; being zealous for the general 
‘morals of matrimony. Were dowry surrendered 
_.and board allowance granted, then plenty of 
other wives might desert their husbands and 
live possibly in disorder. Let Madame be non- 
suited, and her dowry mortgaged in security of 
. ine debts they have incurred in common or at 

least for a part of the same. | 

No note by- Court. 


June 19; 1728. Judgment nition in Suit of Mrs. de Manade 


No. 324. 


vs. her husband for se tion of property. 
Signed: “Perier,” ‘Del, 9? >? 


7 
No. 2877.. 
See 2875, 2876 
June 16, 17 
lp. No. 2878, 
See 2859, 2879 
9 4 * 
June 18, 1728. 
| 
No. 2879. 
See 2878, 2880 
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22, 


No. 2880, 


See 2879, 2881, 


June 24, 1728... 


No. 321. 


June 28, 1728; 


Jane 29, 1728. | 


Ip. 
No. 2881, 
See 2880, 288s, 


178, 
No. 288, 


July 8, 1728. 
No. 326. 
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‘te Attend-Hearin ‘Sheriff Dargaray 
notifies Mr. Dalcourt, Madame Trudeau, Cap- 
' tain Dutisne and ‘Madame Raquet to appear 
in the proceedings. moved by Madame de 
. Manade, in separation suit. 
'N otice likewise served to Pierre de Manade. 


Inquiry Mai Made. at Request of Mrs. de Manade. 
“Morisset.” .“Dausseville.”” ‘‘Ros- 


ard” 


Pierre Dargaray, Sheriff, ea Notice of Cita- 


tion on Pierre Manade i in person, at his domicile. 
signed: _“Dargaray.” 


Notice in Se aration’ Suit. the of 


"Madame Louise Jousset’ La Loire, Sheriff Dar- 
hee garay notifies her husband Pierre de Manade of 
' the names, strnames; age, status and domicile 
of the witnesses heard on Madame’s behalf. Let 


him, che or else Jose his 


plea, 
Petition ‘of. 


rector de. of 
Destinsas. grant, claims ‘a debt of” 150 francs 
| — one Tiedor, ‘formerly hired by said 
ant. ‘Acknowledgment dates back to Feby. 
1, 1719. ° Let T.. be cited. He contracted this 
‘debt i in exchange for his former service. 
Approved, and notice served. 


‘Remonstrance and..Rejoinder,. Jacques Roman 


came to this country under contract with Du- 
Buisson grant, and finds himself interdicted by 
_. by. Mr. Trenonnay de, Chanfret, director. Let 
Mr..‘T. be cited to justify so serious an oe 

_ Approved and notice served. : 

_ Mr. T.. answers. that. he not only, has full 
powers of interdiction, but that J. R. proved 
merited such action. Besides, 
Mr. T._has other. objections and grievances 

against.J..R., which will transmit to proprie- 
tors of the grant. 

Notice-given to J.. R. 


Renunciation of between Sr. de 
Manade and his wife. -by the said wife, Louise 
Jousset de la Loire. 3 

2 ‘Signed: “Louise La Lore,” “‘Rossard,’ clerk. 


j -4 

t 

i 

July 7,.1728. 

? 

| 2pp. 

No. 2883 

O. 

| 
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ay 8, 1728... of Recovery. Sieur Alexandre, surgeon 
-, Major ‘of this. town, claims 298 (deux cents 


No: 2884, nonante-huit) francs from Ste. Reine grant, duly 
3 ade. but, refused by Mr. de Kolly. Let 
“ithe latter be cited. 


_ Approved and notice served. 


July 9, 1728. - Notice of Im} ending ‘Judgment. Sheriff Dar- 
garay: notifies Pierre de Manade that judgment 


No. Mee ts will be rendered in the pending separation suit 


‘See 28%. by his wife, on the morrow, whether he 


be absent-or present. 


July 10, 1728. ‘Motion of ‘Trial of Rebellious Negro Stave. At- 
‘torney General Fleuriau.reports that a negro, 
No. 2886, ae ‘Bevan, belonging to Mr. Soubagne, seized the 
4S gun and would have used it, perhaps, 
the owner; had not Mr. S. and his other 
ghaves interfered.’ Lest the Colony come to suf- 
fe Peppa disorderly negroes, let the culprit be 
wm 
‘Approved: Delachaice. 


July: 12, 1728." Petition ‘of Recovery. Adrien ‘Gilbert, master car- 


Ip. 4: penter; claims a fesidue account of 112 francs 
Ne 0. against: ‘Kolly, proprietor succeeding the 
ate Mr ' 'Ceatd, “for A. G. once shingled 

July 12, 1728. Petition. to of Exchange. Jean 
SDD. Baptiste, Massy, formerly associated with the 
Pierre, and Philip Vincent Guenot de 
refontaine, and Guenot, revives 
See 2675, 4 , * his veteran complaint in relation to a certain 


. slave transaction. with Mr. de St. Martin Jauri 
~ Qui Bery (earlier editions named him Jaure- 
ee. quibery). St. Martin was permitted to take 
ft; the: slavés' ir? question}, but he fails: to sur- 
“gender the receipted draft.as he should. Let him 
be sentenced to do'so, with its duplicate’and tri- 
plicate, ‘as now: covered; together with copy of 

| we contract of sale, dated August 11, 1720. 


July 14, 1728. Remonstrance | (of Needle in a Haystack). St. 
Martin .de:Jaur distrains abstruse ob- 

against ssy and Quenot. Drafts by 
-.% date-Ceard on Kolly were deposited in recorder’s 

See 2888, 2935, 1. — office, Jure 6, 1726. St. Martin is willing for 
‘to ‘withdraw. them,’ provided he give 
fortified ‘full ‘discharge, ‘and let’ St. 

have a‘¢copy.’’ ‘With reference to releasing 

contract ~ sale, receipted on August 11, 1720, 


‘ tie at 


5 
3 
a 
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492 "he Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


rene eae was ‘alread y given n provisionally, on Feb- 
ruary 23, 1722, receipted (to Massy) provided 
_ drafts were met. They were not: hence proced- 
ure to recover slaves. a c PY of this contingent 
receipt will be furnished if original be lost; but 
not the receipt and the drafts together, lest new 

-.¢laims were to arise on score of drafts. 

Notice served to Massy and Quenot. 


July 14, 1728. Petition to Recover a Bull. Antoine Malon, 
tailor, had charge of Mr. Delaye’s COWS for a 
No. 28”. month, when Mr. Brusle, tenant of D.’s took 
the cows for a time, but then turned them 
over to De la Vigne, who was to look after them, 
but suffered: them to go astray. Next Delaye 
- authorized Bourbeau to recover the cows, but 
_ B. has included a bull-which A. M. claims as 
‘ his property. Let Delaye be cited in cause of 
restitution. 
Approved, and notice served. 
-Outer worn and notched. 


July 17, 1728: : Petition to Obtain Legacy. Jean Roussin and his 
oa. : _ wife, settlers at Natchez, moved to gain pos- 
No. 2881, | session of the property which the late officer 
reo A Cazeneuve willed to their son Jean Baptiste ~ 

Roussin when he should be of age; his parents 
meanwhile to enjoy the usufruct. Executor, — 

- Major Desnoyers, restricts himself to settlin 

debts. Let Council order full execution, an 
grant possession to J. R. and his wife, who offer — 
to give due security for payment of debts con- 


cerned. 

ss Attorney General approves on given condi- 

July 19. 1728, Petition for Estension of Time. Claude Tre- 
2pp. 4.: | naunnay Chanfret, director of DuBuisson grant, 
No. 28%, = ._—- having been cited to pay 4538 francs to Mr. De 


-Verteiul in 24 hours, cannot meet this demand 
so soon, and Mr. DeV. has refused a temporary 
i. offer of 450 francs; Mr. T.’s limit at a. 
I ‘Let more time be allowed. 
Notice served to Mr. DeV. 
This claim represents residue of a total sum 
of 6500 frarics; awarded by arbitrators to DeV. 


J uly 27, 1728. Acknowledgment of Debt. . Charles Lenee, native 

nee fe: 19, 1738 of Chinon in Touraine, owes 500 francs to Claude 

rd _... Fontaine of New Orleans and promises to pay 
0. 3865, 

See 38%. Mortgage security. 


| 
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| 
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J ay 28, 1728 


Ap. 


1728. 


p. 
No. 28%. 
2830, 
See 2885, 2898 
Aug. 5, 1728. 

0. 28%, 

See 28%, 

Aug. 6, 1728 
p. No, 28% 
See 2995, 2897, 

28%, 
Aug. 7, 1728. 

No. 2897. 
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Rossard, ‘Recorder. 
March 19, 1738;, Judge attests that 


Mr. Rossard’s signature i is genuine. 


Plea of Recovery. Senet, Port Captain, claims 
2213 francs of Bourbeau, besides 400 francs — 
payable in kind or in specie, according to notes 
_which Senet holds. Let B. be cited. 

Approved and notice served. 


Petition in Separation Suit. Madame Louise 
Jousset La Loire de Manade, seeing that the 
Council failed to find conclusive evidence in 
support of her demands, reports that she has 
additional. witnesses in her favor; but mean- 
while she moves to receive 1000 francs for board 

allowance, and asks that this sum be paid by 
Mr. Baschemin. 
Notice served to Pierre de Manade. 


Assault Case Reported. Antoine de Joye de la 


Goublaye and Demoiselle his wife Francoise 

Martin lodge complaint. against Madame Cou- 

part, who rushed in “like a fury,’ on the. pre- 

text that she was “robbed” in a matter of buy- 

ing some sugar, by return of wrong change. 

_ Abusive words were accompanied by violent 

~ actions: as of tearing Madame de la Goublaye’s 

_hair, and of cuffing her till blood flowed. Later, 

: Madame C. recovered the missing bill, given by 

mistake to a soldier; but offered scant apology 

- for her assault. on unoffending Madame de la 
G. Legal action besought, 
No note by.Council. 

-Document charred. 


Petition in Assault Case. Repeating the sub- 
_ stance of the matter on preceding card, and be- 

seeching action. 
Approved, and notice served to Madame 


Charred andrent. 
__ Assault Case Adjourned. Antoine de Joye de la 
Goublaye and his wife Demoiselle rancoise 


_ Martin. vs. Dame Coupart. 

- Since Madame C. contests the Ge and 
holds that Madame de la G. did the insulting, 
mann will bring their proofs before Councillor 

t a week later. 
Costs reserved. 


‘ 
96 | 
See 28 a 
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Aug. 7, 1728. 
2pp. 

No. 28%8. 
See 28%, 28101, 


Aug. 9, 1728. 


Aug. 9, 1728. 
ip. 45 


See 2899, 28100, 


Awe. 11, 1728. 


lp. 4. 


Ip. 4. 
No. 28102, 


See 28101, 28112, 


Aug. 11, 1728. 


2pp. 
No. 28191, 
See 2898, 28102, 
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Separation Suit. Further. Pending. Madame de 
Manade shail’ be allowed a new hearing before 
Councillor Prat a week later; Pierre de Manade 
having failed to appear; he, too, may plead anew 
.at same hearing. Meanwhile, Madame is al- 
lowed 500 francs, to be paid by Baschemin. 

Costs reserved. . 
' Notice served to P, M. and to B. 


Summons to Testify. Sheriff Dargaray notifies | 
one Larche to appear at. 2 P. M. for hearing.in 
. regard to the charged against 


_Poupard. 


‘Summons to Testify. Sheriff Dersaray notifies 


-Larche, Senior; “Le Veuve” (Le Veuf) and his 
. wife; Dizier, wigmaker, and his wife; Sansoucy, 
’ and Femme Larose, to appear at 2 P.M. today, 

for hearing in charges. against Madame Pou- 


pard. 
» Notice also, seryed to Femme Poupard. 


to Witnesses. Sheriff Dargaray ngtilies 
Sergeant Francoéur, the soldiers Protest and La 
Forest, Sieur Galte and Madame St. Pierre, to 
pepe at 2 P. M. to testify before Councillor 
at in regard to certain abuse and assault by 
- Dame. La Goublais in encounter with Dame 
- Poupard. (Exactly reversing the charges first 

brought by Madame de La Goublaye). 

-. Notice also served to Madame de La G. 


Aug. 11,.1728. Summons to’ Attend Hearing. At the instance 
4 


of Demoiselle Louise Jousset La Loire de 
Manade, Sheriff ‘Dargaray notifies Monsieur 
Coustillas, ‘Mt Bonneau and Mr. (passage 
pM to appear before Councillor Prat at 2 
today, to testify in the pending separation 
“rag Notice likewise served to Pierre dé Man- 


“Partly torn. 


Procedure: in Separation Suit. Madame de 
. .Mande os. Pierre de Manade, Swearing in of 
. ‘witnesses Henty de Louboy, Jacques Coustillas, 
- Arnaud Bonnaud and Louts —— for telling the 
. truth at’the impending new hearing. 
Notice served to Pierre de Manade. 
Charred ard 


« | 
| 
| 
| 
lp. 4. | 
No. 2899 
See 28%, 28100 
No 28100 
oe 
See 2899, 28103 | 
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aii: 1728, Sworn. Assault Suit: Namely, Pierre 
pp., ‘Barbier’ alias Francoeur, Andre Vidal —— La 
No. -Korest, a acques Galtier, surgeon; Philippe Pro- 
Sée 28100, tais. 
Mr: and. Madame de La Goublaye are noti- 
— to challenge these witnesses if objectionable. 
Charred and. crumbling into dissolution: 


Aug. ‘1738, “Petition for Nonsuiting. Claude Trenaunnay 
Chanfret,' confiding in the common presump- 


No. that tedious argument implies correct liti- - 


See =" 28106, . gation, aims -to refute certain demands of 
: .. Francois DuBuisson in the matter of the Du- 
os. + Buisson grant’s accounts. In particular C. T. C.. 
.§hows that accountants ought never to be the 
controlling party, irrespectively of the 
rights of the other party affected. C. T. C. can- 
* not implicity take over (unaudited) accounts of 
~-- others, as D. B. would compel him. Let D. B. 
’ be non-suited in all his demands, and bear costs 

delay which he causes for & 

Transmitted to D: B. 


Aug. 13, 1728. ‘to Witnesses’ in’ Assault Case. 
lp. ‘Madame Coupard protests against Femme 
No. 28108,” LeVeuf,'a_ “prejudiced” party, constantly at 
See 28103, 28108 odds with Madame C. Likewise she challenges 

Ponte Communicated to Mr. and. Madame de La 

-Charred and crumbling.. 


Aug 13, 1728: Joseph Guenot, having been cited 

SPP. _* “on motion of Mr: Kolly with reference to some 

transactions ‘back in’ April, 1722, and charged, 

it appears, exorbitantly, urges that Mr. Kolly 

be, nonsuited unless. he supply 

. Notice served to Mr. K. 


Aug. 13, 1728. Summons to Produce Accounts. At ‘the 


a 


-” of Cluade Trenaunnay Chanfret, director of 


lp. 
No. 28106, DuBuisson grant, Sheriff Dargaray notifies 
See 28104, former' director De Verteuil to turn over to 


_.Mr.. TC. certain specified inventories, dated 


3... Mareh 12, 1725; February 20, 1726; March 8, 
|... 1726; April 20, 1726; March 21,1727... 


Aug. 14, 1728. Decision in Assault Case.. Antoine de ‘Joye La 
Ip. 4.: ou ‘ Goublaye and his wife in encounter with Marie 
No. Tsabelle, wife'of Jean. Coupart. 

Attorney General Fletiriau orders that Dame 
See 28108, C. be bound to make honorable amends before 


q 
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Aug. 16, 1728. 


Slip. 
No. 28199, 


17, 1728. 


No. 28110. 


AUS. 19, 1728. 


No. 281, 


See 28117, 


Aug. 20, 1728. 


ne. 28112, 


See 28102, 28114, 


Aug. 20, 1728. 
lp. 
No. 281138, 


21, 1728. 


No. 28114. 
See 28112, agus, 


Aug. 23, 1728. 


2pp. 
No. 28115, 


See 28114, 28118, 
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,..one-of the Councillors, and forbidden to misbe- 
_ have in future, and find 30 francs in favor of 
_ Hospital, together with 10 francs for ‘“‘bread of 
the prisoners.” She shall be imprisoned until 
satisfaction be complete. © 
Costs on Madame C. 


Petition for Loan. Clairfontaine beseeches Mr. 
- Ozanne to lend him 3 Spanish dollars, and 
promises to pay them back within ten days. : 


Summons in Estate Suit. Sheriff Dargaray noti- 
fies Mr. Rossard, recorder, to appear with 
reference to the execution of certain sentence in 
_ moved by Jean Francois Hubert, guardian of the 
~ late Provincial Officer Hubert’ s minor children. 
Charred and torn. 


Petition of Recovery. Antoine Aufrere claims of 
Adrien ——— the sum of 97 francs (less five jugs 
of bear’s grease at 2 francs a jug). 
allowed, notice served on Adrien 

ert. 


Summons in Separation Suit.- Sheriff Dargaray 


notifies Pierre de Manade to appear on the 
morrow, when judgment will be rendered be- 
tween him and his wife. _ 

In default, the case will be pleaded anyhow. 


‘Summons to Attend Hearing. Sheriff Dargaray 
notifies Chevalier de Mandeville and Mr. Kolly — 
that the case between Mr. Dumanoir and them- 

selves will. be pleaded on the morrow. Matter 

- of some expert accounting is implied; if they 

to. appear, will go on without 
em. 


Notice in Separation Suit. Sheriff Dargaray 
leaves word with Pierre de Manade that the 
appertaining papers are to be reviewed before 

_. Councillor Prat on Saturday next. If P. de M. 
_ fails to respond, the ant will be judged wart | 
out him. 
Charred and slurred. 


Inventory of Documentation. Statement of 
technical demands filed by plaintiff in separa- 
tion suit, Madame Louise Jousset La Loire wife 

_» of Pierre de Manade. Chief article appears to be 
. recovery of her marriage portion, 10476 francs 
' which she contributed as dowry, by marriage 
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1728, 
Ne 2guis, 


| 28, 1728. 


No. 28117, 
See 28111, 


Sept. 4, 1728. 


2pp. 
No. 2818. 


See 28115, 98138, 


Sept. 4, 1728, 


No. 342. 


Sept. 7, 1728. 


28119, 


Further, she claims the allowance of 500 francs, 


Ee . awarded from her husband’s credit with Basche- 


min. 
Signed: Louise La Loire. 
Communicated to Pierre de Manade. 


Sale of Real Estate. Preamble shows how the 
_vendor, Mr. de Merveilleux, first acquired a 


- certain site of 20x20 fathoms, at Bienville and 

and Royal streets former barrack ground. He 

-. now conveys a lot and appurtenances, 10x10 

_ fathoms, to Pasqual B—— for 600 francs; 200 

paid cash, residue payable in two months, 

-. mortgage security. Small house with shingle 
roof and a little stake dovecote. 

Torn, and not intact. . 


“Petition in Remonstrance. Matin Gilbert, who 
has been cited to pay a debt of 97 francs to Mr. 
Aufrere, objects to Mr. A.’s “‘inattention’’ to 
‘the fact that the balance ‘turns the other way, 
leaving A. debtor to the sum of 103 francs. 
Particulars adduced. Let Aufrere be nonsuited 

and subject tocosts. 
~ No note by Court. 


Decision in Separation Suit. Interview of the 
case: between Madame de Mariade and her hus- 
band, Council grants the desired separation of 
goods, and orders: Pierre de Manade to pay 

_back the sum of 10476 francs, Madame’s heri- 
tage from her parents. (Remaining substance 
of the decision 1s charred away.) 

_ Costs are on P. de M. 

“Communicated to P. de M. 

Apparently some claims of the Collier are 
still to be settled by Madame de Manade. ; 


Judgment Rendered in Suit of Louise Jousset 


de la Loire vs. Pierre de Manade. | 
ville “Delachaise,” “Prat, “YD ’ausse- 


Lease, of Slaves. Terms of contract whereby 
_ Antoine De La Goublaye hires two negroes to 

| Adrien Gilbert for one year for 600 francs, pay- 
able quarterly in installments. A. G. will care 

for said negroes like a good paterfamilias; 


.. if- they run away; La G. will-make due allow- 


. ance to:A. G. If crippled in service A. G. shall 
_.« bear costs of. treatment. Ordinary sick bill 
chargable toLaG. |. 
‘Signatures of A. G. and De La G. 
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Sept. 1728. 


2pp. 
No. 28120, 


Sept. 13,.1728,.. 
No. 


Sept. 15, 1728. 
Ip. 4. 


No. 28122, 


Sept 15, 


p. 4. 


Sept 16, 


No. 


Sept. 1728. 
No. 28125, 


Sept: 18, 1728: 
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Marriage ‘Contract: Parties: Claude Chardon, | 


native of Dauphine, ‘and Marianne veuve Valot. 
Partly torn. 


ibonwact of Marguerite Le Foure, 
__, wife of Mr. Kolly, and now acting for him, agrees 
to pay the expenses of Pierre de La Hogue, en- 

: gaged ‘as clerk to Mr. K., from Paris to Louis- 

~ “jana, board and lodging while there employed, 
“and salary of 400 francs a year, to date from 
time,of His leaving Paris. Increase of salary in 
prospect, if servicé ‘be approved. Pierre also 


, agrees to sérve with the utmost fidelity and 


_ painstaking. ‘Provisos in’ case of Mr. K.’s dis- 
‘satisfaction, or of Pierre: s with Mr. K. : 


Petition of Recovery. Aufrere claims 88 francs on 
a note due by Mr. Aubuchon. 
Action allowed. 


Petition to Recover Slave. ‘Motdreloir. atrorney 
for Mr.-D’Apres de Biangy, moves for the cita- 
- tion of Mr. De Verteuil, that he may give back 
a negro named. Jean. Baptist Maneville, whom 
Mr. A’D.: consigned to .De V. for sale. 
Action allowed. 


Merhorandum of ‘Account: "Messrs. De Cha- 
‘wwannes'and Senet: submit to Mr. Rossard, at- 
_» torney of. vacant estates, their account with the 
--late:'Michel. Bagorry. Total, 316 francs. Bal- 
‘ance credit in favor. of M. B., 116 francs. Paid 

‘to Mr. Rossard and. by him receipted. 


Sale of Slaves, and Memorandum of How Ac- 
‘quired.’ Councillor Antoine Brusle had bought 
some. slaves with a -view. to farming; but owning 


7 ‘to distance ‘of his plantation, he has changed 


his plans and'sold the slaves to.Mr. Chauvin De 


-Lery; with ‘Council’s consent, for 11420 francs. 


Let Mr..C. D. assure Mr. B.’s obligations to the 
Company by crediting the said sum to Mr. B. 
on Company’ s books. The debt to be paid in 3 
_,three equal annual installments. 
_, , Approved. There. follows a “‘statement of the 
"negroes and negresses whom I have sold to Mr. 
Chauvin De Lery.” 


Petition of Recovers: Francois Le Bercher, 


‘soldier of De Gauvrit’ Company, furnished a 
lot: of buttons, about ‘ten’ months ago, to one 
Duclo, a. carpenter, who'was crushed by a tree 
‘(vn habre), while’ working on Mr. Chavannes’ 
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18, 1728. 


nA 343. 


Sept. 20, 1728. 


3pp. 
No. 28127, 


Sept. 21, 1728. 


Ip. 
No. 28128, 


Sept. 22, 1728. . 
lp. 4 


p. 4. 
No. 29129, 


Sept. 24, 1728 
2pp. 
No. 28139, 


Sept. 25, 1728. 


No. 344 


plantation. Duclo being honest, Jean Francois 
' took no precautions in writing but can produce 
witnesses if the claim be disputed. Let Mr. 
Rossard be cited to answer for vacant estate. 
Action allowed. 


Judgments Rendered in Suits of 
Delachaise vs. De Verteuil. 
Aufrere vs. Aubusson.. 


Letter of Perrinet to Mr. La Fresniere. Ac- 
knowledging receipt of a pickaxe, an axe, a 
tomahawk and fly-wheel (vollant), and be- 


speaking a miscellany of new supplies: Shoes, 
shirts, ammunition; also dwelling on business 


personal to themselves. 

Fadéd. | 

Addressed to Monsieur 

Monsieur de La Fresniere aux Chapitoula. 

Contract for ‘Medical Attendance. Arnaud Bon- 

naud, inspector of the land nts of Mr. 
Dasfeld and bis associates, and Pierre Francois 
Dejoux, surgeon, sign a contract whereby De- 
joux agrees to attend all the negroes who are 
now on the Chaouachats grant (71 adults and four 
children), for yearly ten francs a head in case of 
the negroes and the French; five francs a head in 
case of case of the children; visits to be rendered 
every day. Provisos in the event of absent neg- 
roes or of new arrivals. 


Petition of Recovery. Francois Trudeau claims 238 
francs and 19 sous from Ste. Catherine grant, 
due on a note of Mr. Dumanoir’s dated May 4, 
1726; besides a note of 77 francs for biscuit. 
Action allowed, and notice served to Mr. de 
Mandeville, director. 


Petition of Recovery. Raymond Amyault Es- 
quire D’Auseville claims 140 francs from 
Langlois, tailor and moves to collect the debt 
from de Nolan estate, debtor to Langlois. Mr. 
Rossard, attorney, objects, and refers claim to 
L. directly. 

Notice to L., October 12, 1728. 
Charred and partly torn. 


Judgments Rendered in Suits of 
Bercher vs. Rossard.. 
Dausseville vs. Rossard. 
Signed: “‘Perior,’’ ““Del,’’ (paraphe of Brusle), 
“P.”’, ““Dausseville.”’ 
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Oct. 6, 1728. Memorandum of Supplies. List of articles “which 
2pp +.» Lreceived from. Mr, Manade, which are entered 
No. "9gi3i, «+.» jn the-statement which he had furnished when 
he sold me his plantation.”’ 
Rice, corn and beans, ironwork, locks and 
“hinges, timber, “various tools and implements, 
a dugout and slaves. 
Signed: Baschemin Corbin. 
Note of items missing. .., , 


Oct. 9, 1728. _ J udgments Rendered in Following Suits: 


No. 345. ~~ ~Dudeau vs, Demandeville. 
“Dauville” 


Oct. 21, 1728. Petition of Recovery. Ritnine Malon seeks to col- 
| lect a debt-of 112 francs from Rivard, a settler 


lp. 
No. 28182, the Bayou. 

Action allowed. 
Oct. 22. 1728. "Petition of Recovery. moves for the 
lp. 4. citation of Sieur Malad and his wife, to pay 369 
No. 28133, | francs due on a note of theirs; and in default — 


See 28138, 281771 = of payment, let their funds in Company’s 
treasury be attached to said amount. 
Action allowed ‘and notice served to Pierre 


de Manade and his wife. 
Oct. 22,1728. Petition of Recovery. Rhymond Amyault, Es- 
quire D’Auseville seeks to collect 152 francs | 
No. 28154, bee and 7 sous from Sieur Bourbeau, still due in | 
balance of his note dated August 
Action allowed. 


Oct. 22, 1728. Petition to Oust Unruly Pidsamte. Councillor 


Zpp. D’Ausseville lodges complaint against one Jof- 
No. 28185, --  —-:~‘fre alias La Liberte and his wife, because of — 


See 2931.. their ,lawless depredations on the property 
| which they were authorized to sell, but which 
' . they refuse to surrender in full. Let them be 

_. ordered to vacate and to remove-their goods, or 
else be evicted. Also, let the petitioner ineti- 
- tute inquiry concerning the said depredations 
(cattle killing,-a chief point at issue). Madame 
Joffre demanded a bonus of 300 francs to re- 
Strain’ herself from’ cutting’ the of the 

cattle. 
Action approved and forward. 
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Oct. 26, 1728. Petition to Recover: Damages. Darby has in- 
p.4.° "5 curred much’ logs ‘from ravages of Malot’s 


No. 28186, eattle on Darby’s ‘“‘desert”’; let alone the‘ time 


consumed in warding them off by the help of his 
negroes. 
Let M. be cited, and the ~~ appraised. 
Granted. 


Oct. 27, 1728. ‘Petition ‘of Panabety Officer De Coustillas, of | 


Ip. 4. | the local garrison, moves to collect 180 francs 

No. 28137, from one Risquener, as shown by his bond dated 
Action allowed. 


30, 1728. “Petition for of 500 Francs. Madame 
Louise Jousset de La Loire, who returned to 
No. 2gis8, jive with her husband, shows that he is too con- 


See 28115, 28113, _— stantly: obliged to meet his debts, to provide for ~ 


her; nor has she been ‘able to draw what the 
_ the Council allowed her; on separation of goods, 
Moreover her health has been poor these past 
three months. She therefore beseeches to draw 
500 francs from the Baschemin funds. 
Since the sale of De Manade plantation se- 
- cured the Company, Attorney General Fleuriau. 
grants this request. 


Nov. 1, 1728. Receipt. Mr. Rossard dé 


— Slip. Marsilly, and on behalf of Mr. Massy, the sum 

cg 28139, of 72 francs, 11 sous, 5 farthings, for tax on the 
negroes to him belonging. 
Blurred. 

Nov. 2, 1728. Promise to Pay Mortgage. Pierre Clairfontaine 
Ip. promises to pay, Mr. Tesson the sum of 600 
No. 28140, which he is to hold as mortgage on Lot 
See 28176, 28181. = No. 54, belonging to P.C. (This provided, Mr. 


_.T. goes to France. before P. C., otherwise, if 
PC go to France before T., the house and ‘lot 
shall belong to him on payment of said 600 
_ francs): If P. C. dies, he cedes all rights to T. 

_ Ditto, ‘conversely. T: may enjoy free use of 
. house as long as here domiciled; necessary 


repairs his only, charge. 
Nov. 6, 1728. J ud ments Rendered in Suits of 
No. 348. | ellier' vs: Kolly..” 


D’ Ausseville vs. Jaffre; | 

1 “Perier,” “‘Delachaise,’”’ (paraphe o 
of Prat), “Pellerir;” “Brusle.”’ 
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Nov. 7, 1728. Marriage Contract. Parties: Francois LeMesle 
6pp. alias Bellegrade, native of Paris, and Demoiselle 
No. 28142, _ Marie Louise Marsille, daughter of Surgeon 
| Major Louis Marsille, of the Saillan regiment, 

and of Margurite Le Z7elle, native of Traves, 


Germany. 


1728- 1737. Labbe, farmer in account with the Company of the Indies 
for negrovs and advances of money, amounting to 7520?. 
Verified by vouchers and calculations made in New 
Orleans, November 19, 1737. 


Nov. 9, 1728. Petition of Recovery. Jacques Ozenne, Cooper of 


2pp. the Company, seeks to collect a debt of 80 
No. 28148, francs and 16 sous from estate: of the late 

Francois Court, sometimes warehouse clerk. | 
Nov. 28, 1728. Attorney General Fleuriau nonsuits this de- 
See 28151, mand for lack of vouchers. 


Nov. 9, 1728. Petition of Recovery. Mr. Rossard, recorder, © 


Ip. moves for the citation of Sieur De La Renaud- © 
No. 28144, iere, to pay the sum of 99 francs, outstanding on 
a bill of sale. 


Notice served on Sieur De La Renaudiere. 


Nov. 10, 1728. Petition of Recovery. Francois Duval, cashier 


lp. 4. general for the Company, holds a note of Mr. 
No. 28145, | ie 7 for sum of 3533 francs, dated May 


Let Mr. Kolly be cited. 

Approved, and notice served. 

siey. part charred, as though held over fre 
to 


Notice intact and unscorched. 


Nov. 10, 1728. Memorandum of Goods. ‘Statement of what I 
lp. | have brought to the house of Messrs. Le Cour 
No. 28146, ~ and Tesson, by way of my property.’ To-wit, 
a small iron-hooped bucket, seven’ pewter 
| plates, two dishes ditto, six earthenware lates, 
| a fire shovel, two copper candlesticks, and other 
household sundries. Mr. Douville is requested 
to lay claim to said goods when seals are re- 
moved in house of the late Le Cour; the goods 

belonging to the undersigned Meynard. 


Nov. 13, 1728. J udgments Rendered in Suits of 
Ip. Duval vs. Kolly. 
No. 349. Langlois vs. Buchon.. 
| Signed:  ‘‘Prr,”’ “Del, = (paraphe) - 
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Nov. 13, 1728. Promissory Note. Jean Mengo, English free negro, 
Slip. No. 28141, promises to pay Mr. Darby 700 pounds of good 
See 2711 marketable tobacco, of first cutting. 


(Nov. 28, 1727.) Largely faded. 


Nov. 14, 1728. Petition to Recover Slave or Value. Jean Fran- 
2pp | cois Pasquier claims possession of a negro be- 
No. 24147, longing to Decodere estate, or else the proceeds 
a _from-sale of the negro at auction. Jean Francois 
aid the price, or was correspondingly credited 
in his account against Ducodere; but now the 
negro is held in order to satisfy Company’s 
demands. Petitioner would substantiate his 
claim by two letters of the late Ducodere, dated 

May 3 and 14 Nov., 1728. 


No note by Court. 
Nov. 17, 1728. Petition. for Discharge from Claim. Arnaud 
2pp Bonnaud, sometimes guard of stores for ‘“Com- 
Ne mt 28148, pany of the Occident”’ at Isle Dauphine, seeks 
2 ees release from accountability for some missing 
iron, imported by ships La Dauphine, Le 
See 28149, ‘Neptune and La Vigilante from La Rochelle. 


A. B. never saw the said lot of iron, and can 
produce witnesses to show that it stayed on 
shipboard and went down with the Neptune 
and La Vigilante. The Neptune was lost at 
at N. O.; La Vigilante at Mobile. 

Attorney General Fleuriau orders hearing of 


... witnesses... - 

Nov. 18, 1728. Summons of Witnesses. At the instance of Ar- 
lp. 4. : naud Bonnaud, Sheriff Dargaray notifies Mr. 

No. 28149, _ Beranger, Captain of La Baleine, Cashier 
See 28148, 28190, Duval, and Recorder Rossard, to appear today 


at 2 P. M. before Mr. Brusle, to testify in the 

proceedings moved by said A. B. Notice also 
served to Mr. Durand, and to a sailor, Jean 
Bellemar alias St. Jean. 


Stained and blurred. | 
Nov. 18, 1728. T e:t!mony on Missing Iron. Examination of wit- 
App. nesses Jean Beranger, Charles Durant, Jean de 
No. 28150, Bellemer, Michel Rossard, and Francois Duval. 


ae Evidence turns mainly on the point that the 
iron was carried as ballast, and went down with 
ships.. Neptune perished in a hurricane at 
N. O.; La — sank in a muddy bayou 
Mobile. 
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Nov. 20, 1728. -.. Attorney General-Fleuriau decides the evi- 
See 28149, 281621, dence valid,.and orders Mr. Bonnaud — 
| . ,from aecount in question. 
(Decision formally repeated.) 


Nov. 19, 1728.: Memorandum of Accounts: ‘Statement of the 


Ip. Jate Sieur Court’s debits to Jozenne (J. Ozenne.) 
No. 28151, | Items of brandy, wine, sugar (5 lbs.—3 francs.) 
See 2B. ‘Trading shirts and a loan of 10 francs. 


| T otal, 80 francs and 16 sous. 


Nov. 19, 1728.- Petition of Recovery: Francois Haville seeks to 
Ip. 4. | : collect 27 francs from Robert, a tailor. : 
No o. 28152, ‘Action allowed. 


Nov. 19, 1728. Petition of. Recovery. ‘Prancoia Haville claims 33 
Ip. 4. No. 28153, francs due on a note by Sieur Cariton. 
See 2817. ‘Action allowed... 


Nov. 19, 1728. ° Petition of Recovery. Florent Douville lent 52 


2pp. francs and 15 sous to the late Court, and seeks 
No. 28154, | to collect from estate funds. 
See Zo1ee, Attorney General Fleuriau reduces F. D.’s 
claim to 26 francs net, to be paid on return of 
note. | 


Nov. 19, 1728. Petition of Recovery. Servois, clerk in the ware- 
Ip. house claims a residue debt of 110 francs and 2 
No. 28155, sous from estate of the late Court. 
Attorney General Fleuriau nonsuits this claim 
for lack of voucher. 


Nov. 19, 1728. Petition of Recovery. ‘Coors e aon shows that 

2pp. his former intimate friend and fellow country- 

No. 28156, man Francois le Courtouxdeux died without 
settling his affairs in order. Some of G. T.’s 
goods are now sealed with goods of the de- 
ceased; let these be recovered; and if G. T. 
should happen to be received as heir, he will pay — 

_ pay the debts of deceased. 

_ G.T. may recover his goods on due proof, but 
he is non suited as heir, for lack of written 


support.. 


20,° 1728. Petition to Iron Boiler. Cente Fausse 
left an iorn boiler in the house of the late Court, 

No. 28157, and the boiler being now listed with C.’s proper- 
ty, let the owner have it back. 


Attorney General approves on petitioner’ S 
affirmation. 
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Nov. 20, 1728. Petition to Recover Goods. Siieinl moves to re- 


Ip. 
No. 28158, 
See 2932. | 


Nov. 20, 1728.’ 


Ip. 
No. 28159. 


Nov. 20, 1728. 


Ip. 
No. 28160, 


Fort Chartres, 
Nov. 20, 1728. 


3pp. 
No. 28161, 
See 2964, 


Nov. 22, 1728. 


No. 28168, 


Nov. 23, 1728. 


Slip 
N 28164, 


‘Memorandum of Account. 


cover a lotof his belongings which were includ- 

| edi in inventory of the property of the late Court. 
Attorney General nonsuits this claim be- 
cause Meynard fails to show how the said be- 


Jongings are his property. 


Statement of : ‘work 
Items of car- 


done for late Sieur Le Court.”’ 
Total bill, 90 


pentry and cabinet-making. 


_ francs. 
Very neatly written; ‘no signature, but the 


writing resembles ‘that, of Jacques Du Pre, 
joiner: 


Petition of Rpoove Ja Du Pre, did 
some work for the late Le Court, as noted on 
separate memorandum; but shortly afterwards 
Le Court died. Since the Lord has thus dis- 
— posed, let the claim be paid from estate assets. 
Attorney General approves, under cautionary 

provisos. 


‘Letter of Teresse de Ternan to Rossard. Pre- 


liminary pleasantry turns doubtless on the 
_ Council chamber, likened to ‘‘chapter”’ gravity, 
and refreshed with: ‘convivial flasses? Writer 
will send some onions, and later about 30 hams, 
by dugout. Mr. R. will be so good as to attend 
some commissions for T. de T., who will recipro- : 
cate on occasion. 


in Civil Suits: 


1. Too. blackened and. blurred for convenient 
elucidation outside a laboratory. Indica- 

_ tions of claims against vacant estates, as in 

’ the records filed under ‘antecedent dates of 

See | 


Petition to Sel! said Move. Denis Ferandon, set- 
tler near Cannes Bruslees, is too short of labor 
to meet the Company’s claim in rice; but if he 
were allowed to sell and move to his property 
at Baton Rouge, he might pay in tobacco. 
Sales permitted, on condition of his consign- 
ing the proceeds to the treasury. 


Memorandum of Pig Transaction. Bonnaud 
certifies that he bought a pig of Mr. Tixerant 
in 1725 for 60 francs; one of the three pigs of 
Tixerant’s; the other two were sold to Mr. 


‘Durivage. 
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Nov. 26, 1728. 


lp. 
No. 28165, 


Nov. 27, 1728. 


Nov. 26, 1728. 


lp. 
No. 28166, 
See 281772, 


Nov. 28, 1728. 


Slip. 
No. 28167, 


Nov. 29, 1728. 


Ip. 
No. 28168, 
See 28154, 


Nov. 29, 1728. 
Slip. 
No. 28168, 


Dec. 4, 1728. 
3pp. 
No. 28169, 


Momerandum of Account. 
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Petition to Sell Plantation. Jean Baptiste Bour- 


beau asks the Council to authorize the sale of 
his plantation to Mr. Trudeau; proceeds to be 
-credited on his account with Company. | 
Approved on this condition. 
Note below: 4000 francs payable in 15 
months from date; 18 acres in the name of . 
Messrs. Trudeau and Dalcour. 


Petition of Recovery. Pieron alias Vendome claims 
100 francs from Surgeon cate due on a horse 
which V. sold to B. 
Action allowed. 
Edges torn above and below. 


Promissory Note. Malon promises to pay Mr. 
de la Chaise or order, 500 francs in rice and corn 
at current market price, for value received in 
merchandise. 

Payable one month from date. 
Endorsed by Delachaise in favor of Mr. Prat. 
Dec. 1, 1728. 


Memorandum of Account. Statement of trans- 
actions between Monsieur de Cour and the 
Douvillers. 

Balance due to D., 52 francs and 15 sous. 


Acknowledgment of Debt. Clairfontaine owes 
143 francs to Sieur Ozenne, value received, and 
promises to pay him or his order. 


Inventory. Village des Tonicas. List of articles 
found in the cabin of one “‘Perinet,’’ found sud- 
denly dead without known cause or illness. 
Personal effects in the main. 

Item of 13 bearskins. 


Proceedings of Attachment. At the instance of 

Provost,: bookkeeper, Sheriff Dargaray 

seizes Mr. Rossard, attorney of vacant estates, 

of 247 francs, charged Reeest estate of late 
Sieur Lasalle. 


Bayagoulas. 
Claude Chardon’s transactions with DuBuisson 
grant. Debit, 201 francs; credit, 200 francs. 


Balance due by 
Torn. 


506 

Dec. 7, 1728. 

Ip. 

No. 28179, 

See 2933. 
| Dec. 8,.1728 | 
“pp. 
| No. 28171, | 
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Dec, 8 1728, 


Ro 28172, 
See 2817, 


Dec. 9, 1728. 


Ip. 4. 
No. 28173, 
See 28181, 


Dec. 17, 1728. R 


No. 354. | 


Dec. 19, 1728. 


No. 353. . 


(Date torn off). 


No. 355. 


1730. 


Buisson, 


App. 
January 31. 
No. 30. 


Jan. 2, 1730. 


2pp. 
No. 301. 


Petition of Recovery. Daniel Kolly claims of one 
Bonvilain the sum of 136 francs, due on goods 
_ furnished by Mr. Perraut, manager of Ste. 
Reine grant, together with blacksmith’s 
bellows. 
Action allowed. 


Petition to Sell Vacant Property. Attorney Ros- 


sard moves to sell a certain site and two small 
houses left by the late Sieur Pierre Morel de 
Clairfontaine; in the interest of creditors. 
Action allowed. 
Torn and blurred. 


aay of Sr. Baron as a member of the Superior 

uncil, his appointment dating from July 
24th, 17 27, registered November 24, 1728. 
Signed: ‘‘Perior,”’ “Delachaise,” “Brusle,”’ 

“Prat, ‘D’ausseville.”’ On demand: ‘‘Fleuriau.”’ 


J udgments. Rendered in Suits of: 
Arnaud Bonnaud vs. Sr. Kolly. 
Morandot vs. Coupas. 


Rossard vs. Tesson. ; 
Signed: ‘“‘Perior,”’ “Delachaise, 


i t,” in abbreviation and paraphes, not one 
name in full.. 


Judgment Rendered in Suit of: Deslongrais vs. 


Roussin. 
Signed: ‘‘Prr,”’ “Del” (paraphe of “‘Brusle 


- Letter of Du Buisson. Correspondent not named 


save as “mon cher camarade.’’ After some 
New Year’s compliments, the letter turns 
chiefly on a certain suspected party’s dishonest 
act of using Mr. DuBuisson’s seal on the wrong 
wine. Writer was obliged to part with two 
negroes (on their way to N. O., it would appear, 
as though for sale). 


Medical Bill. Aux Chaouachats. ‘Statement of 


what is due to Sieur Dejoux by the landgrant of 
Messrs. Dasfeld and Co. for treatment and care 
of the sick and wounded of Chaouachats plan- 
tation, from 21 Sept., 1728 to June 1, 1729.”’ 
(Entries also extend to latter part of year 1729.) 

_ Reckoning by days and months at rate of 10 


francs a year for each adult patient; children 


~ at rate of 5 francs. Total account, 880 francs. 
Provisos appended to ‘show what shall be de- 
ducted. 
Very neatly written. - 
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Jan. 9, 1730. 
Chapitoulas, 


Opp. 
No. 30?. 


See 29186, 3018, 
3021, 30125, 


13, 1730. 
303. 


See 29187, 304, 
3020, 


Jan. 13, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 304. 
See 303, 305. 


~ 13, 1730. 
305. 


See 29188, 304. 


a 


| The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


Inventory of Kolly Estate. (First Card). Thus 


far the amplest budget of detailed information 


discovered among records of the early French 


regime, for its direct insight upon the Colonial 
equipment on land grant sale. The proceed- 
ings herein embodied covered nearly a week at 
the Ste. Reine grant, January 9-12; several 
days at New Orleans (January 16-18), for ex- 
amination of the papers and correspondence; 
and the latter examination was finally resumed 


on August 4, 1730. The said grant lay three 


leagues from town and reached from the Missis- 
sippi to Lake Pontchartrain. Except first torn 
leaf, the document 1s fairly intact (some notched 
edges also excepted), and legibly copied. Among 
notably civilized adjuncts, there is mention of 


backgammon board, a small library containing 


60 volumes 8°, 11 4°, 14 folios and several anti- 
quarian books; 20000 pins; a lot of nutmegs, 


cloves and cinnamon valued at 60 francs; not to 


speak of a chapel outfit, although the sacred 
vessels are described as badly damaged. About 
200 pairs of pigeons in the dovecotes. Roman- 


_ cers on the Fenimore plan would find this in- 


ventory.a full storehouse of background material 
for the life and:manners of Louisiana Province 
a dozen years from N. QO. founded. 


Petition to Seize Kolly Consignment. Sieur Le 


Maire holds a note of 716 francs, given by the — 
late Mr. Kolly, “unfortunately found enveloped 
in the Natchez massacre.’ Let that consign- 


ment in Mr. Pellerin’s hands be seized in satis- 


faction, and Mr. Rossard be summoned for sale 


goods. 


Approved,. “‘at risks and perils of the peti- 
| 
D’ Auseville. 


Attachment of Goods. Sheriff Daragay seizes in 


favor of Sieur Le Maire the same articles al- 
ready attached on motion of Messrs. Perrier 


and Delachaise. Mr. Pellerin, storekeeper, is 


summoned to appear at first audience. 


Summons in Seizure Proceedings. Mr. 
- Rossard, attorney for vacant estates, 1s notified 


to appear at next audience with reference to 
meeting the~.claim of Sieur Le Maire against 
Kolly estate. | 


‘ 
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oe 13, 1730. Decisions in Two Suits. 
1. Rossard vs. Lemonnet. Defendant shall see 


No. 208, _ to building a brick fireplace, and prevent 
ae rain water from overflowing premises in 
question. 


--2: Rossard vs. St. Germain. Note to be paid. 
Signed: Macmahon. 


Brusle. 
D’ Auseville. 
Jan. 14, 1730. Petition of Recovery. Surgeon Brosset claims 50 
francs from Cariton, tailor. 
See 20207, Action. allowed. 
Jan. 14, 1730. ‘Petition of Recovery. eteiens Brosset claims 150 
lp. No. 308. ' francs from Larche, due on his note of May 
See 302%. 29, 1729. 
| Action allowed. 
Jan. 14, 1730. Decision in Attachment Suit. Perrier and Dela- 
Ip. _-- Chaise vs. Rossard and Pellerin. R. shall pay 
No. 309. _. plaintiffs 5000 francs in cash and receipts, from 
See 29188, proceeds of seized consignment; some further 
provisos on sale of goods and recovery of R.’s 
expences. 
Partly torn. 


Jan. 15, 1730. ‘Petition to Obtain cami: Saas Robin shows | 
2pp _that he was named sole legatee of late Nicolas 
Ne a. 3010, _ Lemoine, on condition of Jean’s paying testa- 
See 302011, 307, ~~ tor’s debts to Company. He is ready to do so, 
and begs to come into the peaceable enjoyment 
~ of his rights in question. 
No note by Court. 


Ja an. 16, 1730. Petition of Recovery. Cuarboess Beausejour sold | 
a house and appurtenances to Langlois, lock- | 


ne. 3011, smith, who is remiss in fulfilling contract. Let 
See 307010. L. be cited to return keys and possession to B., | 
and. to pay 200 francs with interest and costs. 
Action allowed. 
Partly stained. . 


Jan. 16, 1730. Petition of. Recovery. Francois Dieudonne en 
me | der, guardian of the minor child of the late | 
o. 3012, ... Sieur Doubaignie, seeks action against Madame | | 
See +de Ste. Hermine for appropriating some cattle | 
oe | as and a house that are not hers, but his wards’. | 
Notice served to 
Duplicated. 
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1730. 


3013, 


See 30? 


17, 1730. 


ne. 3014, 
See 30205. 


Jan. 17, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 3015, 
See 30394. 


om 17, 1730. 


3016, 
See 3018 3019, 


Jan. 17, 1730. 


Spp. 
No. 301". 
See 3083. 


Jan. 20, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 3018, 


See 3016, 3019, 


Jan. 21, 1730. 
lp. No. 3019. 


See 3018. 
See 3016, 
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Inventory of Goods. List of articles in a house 
belonging to Mr. Delery, but formerly occupied 
by Mr. Kolly, deceased. Proceedings were 
continued on February 9. The document is in 
Mr. Rossard’s running scrawl; and unless the 
matter were of unusual importance the said 
scrawl hardly justifies labor of deciphering. 

Signed: Prat. 
De La Hogue. 


Petition of Recovery. De Moran, attorney for 
Monsieur de St. Martin, claims 100 barrels of 
rice from Mr. de La Prade, as due by his note — 
of August 30, 1729. | 


Petition of Recovery. De Moran claims 95 francs . 
of Mr. de Manade, debtor to Mr. de St. Martin, 
for whom petitioner acts as attorney. 

N otice served to Mr. de Manade. 


Petition of Recovery. De Moran, attorney for 


Mr. de St. Martin, claims 50 barrels of rice 


from Joseph Larche. 
Action allowed. 


Examination of a Delinquent Steward. Jacques 
Charpentier, alias Le Roy, steward of Amyault 
D’Auseville, is overhauled before Councillor 
Prat on charges of fraudulent management, 

. cruelty to slaves, and the suspicious death of 
one or more of them. His answers generally. 
deny the charges, and he also professes ignorance 
in many articles. cs 

Possibly this document is incomplete, as 

there is no formal conclusion. Snakes, inci- 

dentally, are mentioned as destroying pigeons, 
and weasles the poultry. 


Petition for Adjournment of Hearing. Jacques 
Larchevesque pleads for a week longer in which 
to ‘deduce his reasons” of defence in the suit 
moved by Mr. Morand. | 
~ No note by Court. 


Decision Between Morand and Larchevesque. 


1. L. shall pay 9613 francs, 124 Spanish ollars 


and 27 tarrels of rice. 
2. Item, Fetween Morand and Joseph Larche. 
Le ‘shall pay 50 barrels of rice. 
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21, 1730. Decisions in Sundry Suits. 


No oO. 30, 
See 3014, 
307 
303, 
3011, 
3010, 


1. Francois Dieudonner Fonder vs. Madame « 
Ste. Hermine. See 3012, 

. See 3019]. 

. See 30192._—i. 

Morand vs. Bimond. Deferred. 

mc vs. De Prade. Deferred. 

vs. Jacques Larchevesque. J 
or 


Ts Brosset vs. Cariton. . Deferred. 


8. Augustin Gouy de Bidal ps. Trenonnay. De- 


ferred. 
9. Le Maire vs. Rossard. _R. to meet claim. 


10. Beausejour vs. Langlois. L. to pay. (Pas- 


‘sage torn.) 


_ 11. Robin os. ——. Deferred. 


Jan. 23, 1730. Sale of Kolly Property. Auction of goods listed 


18pp. 
No. 3021, 


See 302, 3018, 
306, 


an. 26, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 3028, 
See 3084. 


Jan. 30, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 30", 


Jan. 25, 1730. 


in inventories of January 9 and 16, save what 
has been left for use of the Ste. Reine grant. 
Total proceeds. not stated. They rest, for the 


_ present, with Mr. Rossard, attorney for vacant 


estates. 
Document in Mr. R.’s hand, but more care- 


fully and legibly written than much of his writ- 
ing is, when slurred and hasty. - 


Petition of Recovery. Madame de Manade com- 


newer that she can get no satisfaction from the 
aschemin debt. In so far as the Company 
claims right of preference. Madame shows that 
her dowry was duly secured at a time (March 


10, 1720) when she owed nothing to the Com- 


pany; neither did her father, from whose estate _ 
her dowry derived. Let the Attorney General 
be cited to release Company’ s distraint on . 


funds at issue. 


Notice served to A. G. and to Tiisthemin 


and wife. 
Petition to Confirm Sale. J oseph Blanpain moves 


the citation of J Chesnay, to secure 

J. B. in his possession of the lot adjoining Mr. 

De Chavanne, who claims right of preference. 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Pierre Francois Desjoux, 


formerly surgeon at the Chaouachas grant, 
claims 170 francs of one Marsilly, and 50 francs 
from Chaperon. 

Action allowed. 


| 
| 
2pp. 
No. 30 
. 


= 30, 1730. 


"3025, 
See 3077, 


Feb. ‘4, 1730. 


p. 
No. 3026, 


See 3022; 3083. 


_- Feb. 5, 1730. 


2pp. 

No. 3027, 

See 30%42, 
3026. 
3043, 


Feb. 6, 1730. 


lp. 
No. 3028, 
See 30845. 


Feb. 6, 1730. 


No. 3029, 
See 30%41. 
Feb. 6, 1730.. 


3pp. 
No. 3029, 


See 3031, 30281. 
A358, 
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Inventory: ‘Of Property. -Goods of the late Sieur 


Mesplet, ‘brought down from Avoyelle. First 
item is 1163 Ibs. of tobacco. Miscellany of 
clothing, bedding, nine deerskins, tools, glass- 
ware, various utensils. 

No value affixed. Book of travel. “Voyage 


| of the South Sea,’’ with prints. 
Mr.’ and Madame Baschemin ob- 


ject to being cited at nearly every audience to 


_ pay Manade and wife. All the petitioners want 


to pay their debt in question, but they have 


been disappointed in regard to some funds 


which were expected by way of France. | 

They dispute the right of M. and wife to 
recover the plantation; and in short, this entire 
defence amounts to a rigmarole of idle squirm- 
ing to explain their creditor’s thwarted efforts 
at cash collection. They blow hot and cold in 


_ the same breath: professing zeal to pay, demand- 


ing license to dodge payment. 
No note by Court. 


Petition to Receive Legacy. Jean Robin, sole 
_ legatee of-late Nicolas LeMoine, shows that he 


is opposed by Langlois, Senior, who claims a 
debt against the vacant property. If so, let 
L. produce his papers in proof, or else be non- 


suited. 


Action allowed. 

Postscript, March 4, 1730, by Attorney Gen- 
eral Fleuriau, sustaining Jean and ordering 
‘execution of the will. 


Petition of Recovery. Voisin claims 142 francs — 


‘and 5 sous from Bonvilian, due on his note 
of August 22, 1729. 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Voisin claims 100 barrels of 


rice from Joseph -Carierre, due on his note of 
October 27, 1729. 
Action allowed. 


Seals Placed. On the death ot First Councillor 


_ Delachaise, Councillor Brusle fulfils the formali- 
ties of eeaing the goods on the premises of the 
deceased. . 
_ Signed: ‘Prat, 
| - Bizolon (son-in-law of deceased.) 
Delachaise. 
Delanobilliete. 
 Fleuriau: 
Rossard. 
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Ee, 1730... "Petition for Appointment of Guardian. Coun- 
_cillor Prat, a son-in-law of the late First Coun- 


No. 3031, ¢illor Delachaise,. moves for the election of a 
3030, 3032, . guardian and surrogate guardian for the: sur- 
8042, 30%... viving minor children: Jacques, Jean Jacques, 


Alexandrine, Felicite. 
Madame veuve Delachaise is absent. 


Approved? Brusle. | 


. 


Partly, torn. 
Feb. 10, VW 30. Inventory of Delachaise Estate. both movables 
14pp. and real estate herein detailed: item, papers. 
No. 3053, Document in several sections according to time 


_ Partly blackened; slurred, in the main (Ros- 
. sard scrawl) and charred at some spots. 


F 1730. Company’ s Credit First. Attorney General Fleu- 
riau defines the true bearings of the case. be- 


pp. | | 
No. 3033. tween Manade and wife, Baschemin and wife, 
See 3076, 30343, and French Com pany. Letters patent of 
3038. Os August, 1717 grant “this Colony’ to the Com- 


__..pany of the Indies in full sovereignty. What- 
ever. the Company advances to settlers is like 
_ first mortgage security, Manade plantation 


grew from such advances; if Manade wasted 


his wife’s dowry, that is a detached issue nor 
- can it obstruct the Company’s first preference. 


- Baschemin debt to Manade and wife should 


te first paid to Company and only the sur- 
plus, if any, revert to Madame de Manade. 


oh No note by Court. 
Feb. 1730. in Sundty Suits. 
lp. No. 30%, 1. Voisin vs. Joseph Carriere. For Voisin. 
3029, 
See 3077, _ 2.. Jean Robin vs: Langlois. Deferred. 
3083, ‘Madame de Manade vs. Baschemin and At- 


-terney General. Adjourned. 


Feb. 13, £730." Petition of Recovery. Pierre Dargent claims 300 
_ francs of’ Francois Aville “for having stopped 


3085, -a raft belonging to him, the 

See 3082. allowed. | | 

Feb. 13, 1730. Petition of De for 
ips: : St. Martin, claims 8 barrels of corn from Sieur 
No. 3036, -Jarry, due on his-note of August 4, 1729. 


See 30385. Action allowed. 


" 
~ 
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Feb. 18, 1730. Petition to Rescind Contract. Pierre Francois 


1p.4 | Desjoux, sometimes surgeon at the Chaouachat 
No. 3087. grant, moves for the citation of Sieur Bonnaud, 
See 3083. Inspector thereof, with a view to cancellin 


certain bargain between them, dated Septem 
21, 1728; for as much as the. ‘said bargain hap- 
pens to be contrary to law and custom. 

Signed: . Dejoux. 

Action allowed. 7 

Handsome sorbonne script. 


Feb. 18, 1730. Company’s Credit Again Upheld. Attorney 


2pp. eneral Fleuriau reinforces his antecedent ar- 
No. 3038, — gument against Madame de Manade and her 
See 3033, 30397. dowry plea. Plantation was not her heritage, 


but was acquired while she and her husband 
lived as joint possessors. Even so, the husband 
was authoritative disposer, not the wife. More- 
over, every sale is subject to Council’s consent 
and implies the clause of securing Company’s 
-claim. Neither, as Madame contends, was her 
dowry inalienable: the law provides leave to 
alienate in some provinces, of which this js one. 
Let Madame recover where she will, but not at 
the expense of Company’s first rights. Basche- 
min should pay price of purchase to Company’s 
treasury. Surplus, if any, to Madame M. 


Feb. 18, 1730. Decisions in Sundry Suits. 


1p.4. No. 3099, ‘1. Dejoux vs. Chapperon. For Dejoux. . 
See 3055, - . 2. Pierre Dargent vs. Francois Aville. F. A. 
must pay. | 
3. Jean DuBuisson vs. Francois Aville. J. D. 
referred elsewhere. | 
See 3015, 4. De Morand os. de Manade. For Plaintiff. 
3036, 5. De Morand vs. Jarry. For Plaintiff. 
3027, 6. Jean Robin vs. Langlois. L. allowed a week 
30583. at most for bringing proof. 
7. Madame de Manade vs. Baschemin and At- 
3088, torney General. Council sustains Attorney 
| General’s construction; execution in favor of 
Company. 


tw 24,1730. Petition of Recovery.  Dutisne, Junior, on behalf 
of his father seeks to collect 1500 francs from 


Ip. 
No. 30%. - Mr. Raquet, due on two notes. 
See 30452. _ Action allowed. . 
Feb. 25, 1730. Petition to Sell Estate Goods. Heirs of late 
Ms ‘Monsieur Delachaise ask leave to sell a quota of 
0. 3042, ‘estate goods in order to pay for current supplies 
See 3081, 304, = —-- beer, meat, vegetables and other articles of 


3055, subsistence. 


‘ 
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Feb. 25, 1730. 
Slip. 
No. 3041, 


29; 1730. 


No. 3043, 


See 30%. 


Feb. 28, 1730. 


App. 
o. 3044. 
See 2992, 
30451, 


Attorney General approves (a limiting clause 

is torn away) and Council assents. Proceeds 

to be consigned to Mr. Prat guardian of the 
minor children. 


Receipt. Barbaud has received 702 francs from 


Jacques La’Croix on account of what he owes 
to the Company. 


Renouncement of Opposition. Langlois has not 


-cared to appear in his defence, for the reason 
that a supposed sale which indebted the late 
_ Le Moine to him was fictitious, in sum, there 
was no contract, and hence there is no Opposi- 


Petition of Recovery. Jean Baptiste Massy. 


strains out, like a drop of cider from half a ton 
of dried apples, a plea to extract 6699 francs 
erroneously credited by the late Roger to the 
Company’s operations, for Massy and his Jand 
‘grant associates. Money was bonded by late 
_ Mr. Kolly. -Let Attorney General and Mr. 
Rossard be'cited to authorize withdrawal of Mr. 
 Kolly’s bonds from Company’s accounts and 
let the petitioner’s claim be met from Kolly 
estate assets. 
Action allowed. 
Duplicated, and documents vile script. 


March 1730. Decisions in Sundry Suits. 


; No. 3045, 


See 304, 3049, 
3040, 


30387, 


. Massy vs. Attorney General and iain 
Bond may be withdrawn on condition of 
Massy’s paying 99 francs, in order to redeem 
his part of the transactions. | 

' 2. Dutisne Junior vs. Roquet. For D. Jr., first 
item claimed under total sum; second item 

«payable when matured. 

_ 3. Pierre Frangois Desjoux Bonnaud. Con: 

- tract cancelled as desired. 


Mar. 10, 1730, Petition in Behalf of Slave Sale: Councillor 


‘Lp. 
3046, 


See 3042, 3092. 


Louis Prat, guardian of Delachaise minors, and 
surrogate rdian Droy, lack funds for living 
_ expenses of said minors.. It seems advisable to 
sell a ut pe Fanchon and her children, if rela- 
tives and friends concerned will aprove. 
A friends may be 
 called.. | 
Brusle. 


Mar. 10, 1730. Receipt. Baucour has ebewwed 100 francs frowh 


Slip. 
No. 3047. 


Lassus de Manilly on account of the bargain 
them at ——. 


; 
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Mar. 10, 1730. 


ip. 
No. 3048. 
See 2621, 


Mar. 11, 1730. 


2pp. 
No. 3049. . 


See 30792. 2044, 


30451. 


Mar. 13, 1730. 


1p.4. 
No. 3059, 


Mar. 13, 1730. 


No. 2081, 


Mar. 13, 1730. 


1p.4. 
No. 3052. 
See 30581. 


Mar. 20, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 3053. 


See 3052, 30101, 


Mar. 23, 1730. 


4pp. 
No. 3054. 


Petition in False Witness Charge. 
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Statement. of Court Account. Mr. Rossard’s. 
- memorandum of the costs and fees due to him 
(recorder) by the estate of late Mr. Desfontaine. 
Total, 216 francs, 10 sous. 


Petition of Recovery. Jean Baptiste Massy has 
paid the balance due by himself, 99 francs, in 
order to withdraw copy of Mr. Kolly’ s bond in 
favor of the Company to sum of 2,789 francs. 
Mr. K. gave this bond only on condition of 
securing Company for like indebtedness of Mas- 
sy and his associates to the Company; but the 
contrary situation holds: Company being debt- 
or to M. and his associates for amount of bond. 
Let the attorney for vacant estates be cited to 
pay this claim. 

Action allowed. 


Antoine 

Milon, carpenter and calker, has heen accused 

by one Marchand of robbery on his premises 

by night. A. M. was not in this town at that 

time, and can produce witnesses to such effect. 

Let Marchand be cited to make due amends. 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Amyault D’ Ause- 
ville claims 439 francs and 17 sous from Jacques 
Judice, due on two notes, and a further debt of 
300 francs. 

Let J. J. be cited. 
Approved, and notice served. 


Petition of Recovery. Jean Baptiste Beaupre 
seeks to collect a wage account of Councillor 
Prat for twomonths’ labor on a certain mill site, 
and one month on plantation; less what has 
been received on account. 


Petition of Recovery. Antoine Lowe, alias Lanes 
lois, moves for the citation of Sieur Fonder, 
guardian of Soubaigne minors, to pay 1000 
francs: in tobacco at Company’s price, as due 
by note. 3 

Action allowed. 


Inventory of Papers. List of documents found in 


a portfolio after the death of Mr. de Lorme. 

Papers are consigned to Madame veuve de 
Lorme, who promises to deliver them on due 
occasion. 


> 
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Mar. 27, 1730. 
6pp. | 
No. 3055, 


See 3042. 


Mar. 28, 1730. 


lp. 
No. 3056, 


Mar. 28, 1730. 


lp. 
No. 3057. 
See 30797. 


Mar. 29, 1730. 


lp. No. 3058 
See 3052, 

3053, 

30396. 


Mar. 30, 1730. 


Opp. 
No. 3060, 
See 3021, 3061, 


Mar. 30,1730. 


2pp. 
o. 3059. 


See 3087. 


‘Sale of Goods from Kolly Store. 
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Sale of Delachaise Goods Movable. Items in- 
include a lot of silverware, with marginal note 
_ paid, and memorandum stating that these © 
articles amount to 21 marcs in weight. 
marc 8 ounces). 
Proceeds of sale, 5751 francs. 
Responsibility of collection devolves on Mr. 


Signed: Prat. 
Bizoton. 
Rossard. 


Petition of Recovery. Guillaume Bousquerard 
claims eight barrels of rice from Cariton, tailor, 
_ due on his note dated 3 September, 17 29, 


Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Raymond Amyault D’Ause- 
> ville claims 50 barrels of rice in straw, which 
Antoine -Malon was also to deliver in past 
November, whereas the petitioner was also to 
pay 200 francs, due on a note of June 1, 1729. 
Action allowed. 


Decisions in Sundry Suits. | | 
1. Jean Baptiste Beaupre vs. Prat. Settlement 


| ordered. 
2. Antoine Lowe vs. Francois Dieudonne Fon- 


der 
Claim allowed. : 
3. Jean Robin vs. Langlois. J. R. shall stay 
possessed of the property bequeathed to him 
by late Nicolas Lemoyne, subject to respond- 
ing to just claims on occasion. The will shall 
therefore be carried out. 
Items include 


dry goods, articles of apparel, snuffboxes, but- 
tons, firearms; but especially dry goods and 
clothing. Proceeds left blank; they stay with 
Attorney for Vacant estates ‘pending further 
application. 

Partly duplicated. 


Petition for Clear Possession. Jean Baptiste de 
Chavannes, settler near Chapitoulas, has been 
disturbed for a month past in regard to the 
ownership of a lot of land which the petitioner 

- holds by ruling of the King’s Council of State, 
_ under date of August 10, 1728. 
- Let the disturber, one Blanpin, be cited. 
Action allowed. 
Duplicated. 
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Mar. 30, 1730. Memorandum of Sale Returns. Tabulated 


2pp 
No. 3061, 
See 306, 


_ figures alone, corresponding to items detailed 


in document 
Aggregate reckoning (net), 6039 francs 8 sous. 


April 4, 1730. Promissory Note. Lacroix*promises to pay or or- 


Slip. 
No. 


April 5, 1730. 
Ip. 


No. 3083, 


April 6, 1730. 


2pp.4. 
No. 20%. 


6, 1730. 
p.4. 


0. 3065, 
See 30796. 


April 8, 1730. 


April 8, 1730. 
lp. 
No. 3067. 


See 3059, 30795, 
30844, 


der Bellevue the sum of 20 francs in a month 


from date. 
(Lacroix is also known as J acques Flourien. ) 


Mr. Rossard’s Memorandum of Account. “‘State- 


ment of what I have paid to Mr. de Tronquidy 
and for him to sundry individuals.” 

Item, a subjoined note signed by De Tron- 
quidy, showing settlement between them as 
regards a certain estate account. 


Letter of de Manade to D’Auseville. Complain- 


ing, in very illiterate script for a surgeon, of 
obnoxious acts on the part of one Roy. The 
writer admits that he does not suit ‘those. 
Canadian gentlemen.” He would avoid all 


- dealings with Roy, and means to ask the 


“Religious Ladies’”’ to send their sick slaves to 
town, where the surgeons will attend to them 
and leave fees to the Nuns’ discretion. (Roy, 
presumably, was an 

Rent in last page. 


Petition to Evict. Dumont Demonsigny complains 


that N icolas Dartet alias Francoeur has occu- 
pied petitioner's town house for a year gratis, 


and even tries to expel the owner when he comes 


to town and seeks lodgment. Let N scolas be 
cited instrumentally to eviction. 
Action allowed. 


Promissory Note. Nicolas Pieron will pay to the 


order of Mr. Herpin 290 francs in three months, 
for value received in a cask of wine. 


Remonstrance. Blanpin denies that he would 


“usurp’”’ a certain lot claimed by Sieur De Cha- 
vanne. The latter has no title thereto, whereas 


- B.’s occupancy was by order of Commander 


General, De Perier, after survey by Mr. Broutin 


‘in petitioner’s name. Blanpin has had wood 


felled and consumed, built a house, planted 
rice, corn and sweet potatoes, and employs 
four negroes and a Frenchman. Lately De 
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- Chavanre’s horses and pigs have ruined the 


ction bkesought. 
No note by Court. 
Good script. 


April 12, 1730. Contract of Wooden Shoemaker. Charles Pradel 


Erzerche, 


Lower wousin: 


lp. 
No. 3068, 


de Lamase, Royal Councillor and Lieutenant 
General of the Seneschal of Ezerche, agrees with 
Jean Galiard, wooden shoemaker, from village 
of Bouillaguet, for the shoemaker to serve 
three years in Louisiana, under Infantry Captain 
Pradel, the aforesaid Councillor’s brother. Terms 
540 francs besides maintenance and traveling 
expenses both ways. Time on voyage will not 


count with three years of contract. Accessory. 
provisos, and contingencies comprised. 


April 14, 1730. Letter of Terisse de Ternan to Rossard. Dugout 


Fort Chartres. 


3pp. 
No. 3069 


of Messrs. Perier and Delachaise has brought 
word of massacre of the French at Natchez and 
Yazoo posts and on the river. Illinois Indians 


-. thus far quiet, but never to be trusted. They 
were approached by Chicachas last summer to 


join in conspiracy. Fortunately the onions 


_reached N. O. in advance of massacre in transit. 


Writer will send 36 choice hams. He hears that 
some English silverware has found its way to 
the store, correspondent will please bear his 
friend in mind and secure some of the silver. 
It is rumored that Mr. Delorme succeeds. the 
late Mr. Delachaise. Send news “of your 


_ capital.” 


April 15, 1730. Wecoet on Sick Slave. Populus (surgeon) pintigies 


Slip. 
No. 3079. 
See 3071, 


that the negro named Alphonse fell ill while 
working at Company’s ditch of the circuit (or 
the town rampart) on-February 4, 1730, and 
was carried to the Hospital on same day. 
Negro belonged to Mr. Petit. 

Stained, > 


April 15, 1730. Petition to Recover Value of Slave. Petit de 


Endorsed 


No. 3071, 
See 3070, 3071a, 


Livilliers, on behalf of his brother Petit de 
Coulanges, moves to obtain indemnity for a 
negro of his brother’s whether in the form of 
another slave or in money. On past December 


_ 15, the slaves of Petit de C. were put to work, 


all in good condition, on the town rampart. 


Alphonse, the slave here concerned, fell ill and — 


was taken to the Hospital, where he died on 
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April 15, 1730. 
Shi | 


Ip. 
No. 307!a. 
See 3071, 


April 18, 1730. 


lp. 
No. 3072. 
See 30843. 


April 18, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 3073, 
See 30798. 


April 18, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 30%. 
See 30793. 


April 20, 1730. 


No. 3075, 


See 3078, 


April 21, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 30%, 


cpp. > 
No. 3077. 
See 3025, 30108, 


April 21, 1730. 
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April 10. Since this happened in the Company’ S 
service, restitution is reasonably in order. 
Memorandum on last page, 15 April, 1730. | 

, Mr. de Coulanges, substitution for a negro, 
deceased in Company’s service. 


Mortuary Certificate. Grace (surgeon) cuetilio 
that a negro belonging to Mr. Petit came to the 
Hospital on February 4, and died on April 10, 
in the Company’s service. 


Petition of Recoyery. Infantry Captain Dautrive 
claims 67 francs from Coupard, carpenter, due 
_ on his note of January 13, 1730. 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. La Violette claims 50 francs 
from Mr. Rossard as attorney for estate of late 


Mr. Roger. Petitioner attended Roger during 
illness. 
Action al lowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Tourgangeau, gardener for 
the Reverend Fathers S. J., claims 131 francs 
from Sieur Bimond, due on his note of Decem- 
ber 12, 1729. 

Action allowed. 


Petition of Redress. Henry Buquoy alias Plaisance 
bought a negro at auction for 1000 francs, 
payable in six months to Mr. D’Auseville. A. 
bad bargain for H. B., as the negro is always ill 
and unfit for service. Let the contract be 
cancelled. 

Notice served to Mr. BE Auseville to appear 
on Monday next. 


Motion for Trial. Attorney General Fleuriau re- 
ports that one Andre, free negro employed by 
Mr. Bellair, was trying to arrest a fugitive negro 
‘belonging to Mr. Pasquier, and shot into the 
water, and has not appeared since. Let Andre 

- now in prison, be brought to trial. 
No note by Court. : 


Inventory of Goods. Surgeon Jean de Reytet, of 
Natchez region, has brought down two trunks 
belonging to the late Mr. Mesplet, together 
with tobacco and other sundries, which have 
been unsealed by order of Council, and are here 


listed 1 in detail. 
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April 22, 1730. -Remonstrance. ‘Councillor Amyault D’Auseville 


3pp Me forcibly and virtuously away from the 
No. 3078, | - main issue, but leaves that untouched, namely, 
See 3075, 30799. that Buquoy’ s slave is unfit for service, and 


should therefore be returned. Councillor D’A. 
-’ seems to imply that B. took his chances, and 
-.ought to bear the consequence. (It rather 
strengthens B.’s case for the Councillor to ad- 
mit that B. has offered him 20 quarters of rice 


if he would take back the negro.) Let B. be 


non-suited. 
No’note by Court. 
Aprii 22, 1730. Decisions in Sundry Suits. 
2pp. Cancelled. See 3049. 
INO, Massy. vs. Rossard. Bond to be paid 
See 3074, Tourangeau vs. Bimont. For T. 
301034, _ 4, Sansfacon vs. Cariton. Rice to be paid. 
5 Chavanne vs. Blanpin. Further in pro- 
3087, 6. de “Monsigny vs. Francoeur. F. | 
7. D’Auseville vs. Malon. For D’A. 
La Violette vs. Rossard. Adjourned and 
| contingent. 


9. Buquoy vs. D’Auseville. B. to pay his note. 


April 22, 1730. Superior Council.- Regulation directing restitu- 
No. O*..’ tion of slaves unlawfully detained from their 


owners. 


ag 25, 1730.. Arbitration . Ordered. Jacques Larchevesque vs. 
Ip. _. . De..Perier and Lange his attorney. Claim of 
No. "30, | 2178 francs, ten.sous, and other demands. | 
Messrs. DuBreuil and Raquest will arbitrate. 
Notice served.. 


Ragged edges. 
Sp 29, 1730. ‘‘To Sieur Roy.’’ A severe arraignment, appar- 
ently in the writing of Councillor Amyault 
4 3083, ae D’ Auseville, of his brutish overseer. A main 
See 30”, 30179, charge is that of causing frequent abortion 


among the slave women by corporeal punish- 
ment in pregnancy. There is also the damaging 
insinuation that Roy is especially vindictive to 
those women slaves who repel his lust in the 
open field. Again, Roy slights the Black Code 
in its prohibition of Sunday taskwork, and he 


stints the slaves of necessary provisions: He is — 


also unsparing of horse life. Send the rest of 
threshed rice. 
Writer forwards six bags marked AD. 


~ 
« & 
Po. 


922 


1730. 


Ne. 3081, 


April 28, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 3082. 


April 29, 1730. 


2pp. 

No. 30%. 

See 3072, 
3067, 
3023, 
3028, 


April 30, 1730. 


lp. 
No. 3085, 
See 30946. 


May 2, 1730. 


Ne. 3086, 


See 30%7. 


Ip. 
No. 3087. 
See 302. 


May 1730, 


May 2, 1730. _ 
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Petition of Recovery. Jean Cariton claims 177 
francs for supplies furnished to the late Mr. 
Delachaise. Let Prat, ge of D. minors, . 
be cited. 

Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Captain Renaut D’Haute- 
rive claims 1069 francs and 5 sous from Mr. 
Prat, guardian of Delachaise minors; due on a 
certain consignment*or commercial package. 

Action allowed. 


Decisions in Sundry. Suits. 
1. Lo aga vs. ‘Prat. P. to pay 3474 francs on 
sales | 
Jean Cariton os. Prat. -P. to pay 130 francs. 
Dauterive vs. Coupard. Claim allowed.. , 
_Blanpain vs. C. B. is declared rightful owner 
and shall enjoy full possession. 
Voisin vs. Bonvillain, For V. 
J. B. Faucon Dumanoir vs. Charles Dror. 
Adjustment of a landgrant suit by scrawl | 


Petition of Recovery. Balcour claims 90: francs 

from Mr.:Prat, guardian of Delachaise minors, 

due on a piece of print (dry goods). ree 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Genevieve Boyer claims 
- 30 frances from Mr. Prat, guardian of Delachaise 
- minors, for making a fine shirt for late Mr. x: 
Action allowed. ~ 


Petition of Recovery.'' R. P. Petit, Superior S. 
claims 228 francs from Mr. Prat, guardian of 
Delachaise minors, for some wrought iron 
furnished by the Society’ s blacksmith for use on 
D. plantation. 

Signed: Le Petit S. 1. 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Caron, butcher, claims 
500 francs from Mr. Prat, guardian of Delachaise 
minors, for meat. supplied to the —_ of de- 
ceased Mr. 

Action allowed. 
Torn. 


Petition of Recovery. ‘Cm tein Renaud D’Haute- 
rive, having married Dame Charlotte Bottra, 
widow of the late Sieur Francois Duval, Com- 
pany Cashier, seeks to collect the aggregate. 
amount of 7675 francs and 6 sous from Mr. Prat, 


non 
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4, 1730. 


lp. 
No. 3091, 
See 30%3. 


7 4, 1730. 


0. 3089, 
See 309%, ° 


way, 6, 1730. 


p. 
No. 3092 
See 3046. 


6, 1730. 


- guardian of Delachaise minors, for notes due 

by late Mr. Delachaise to the Company’s 

treasury. Details given, and figures summed 
up on left margin. 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Sieur Voisin claims 800 
‘francs of Mr. Prat, guardian of Delachaise 
minors, for beer furnished to the house of late 
Mr. D. while he lived. Item, 262 francs due on 
store goods. 

Action allowed. 
Right edge notched. 


Complaint of False Witness. : Joseph Lamy, set- 


tler aux Chaouachats, reports that one Robin 
has been accusing him of robbing nine barrels 
of rice. Legal action besought. 

No note by court. 


Petition for Allowance. Mr. Prat, guardian of 
Delachaise minors, requests a prudential allow- 
ance from goods of the estate for support of his 
wards. There are sufficient means available 
now, but many claims await settlement, and it 
seems well to make timely provision. 

Attorney General approves and allowance of 
500 francs for Demoiselle Felicite Delachaise, 
minor; the other children being now of age. 


Petition of Recovery. Councillor Antoine Brusle 


paid 60 francs on account of the Mr. DeLorme 
for two pigs, bought of Mr. Morand. Mr. De 
Lorme died on the return trip from France, and 
his goods were sold by Captain de Vouberey of 
ship La Baleine. Let the latter settle. 


Action approved by D’Auseville and seconded : 


by Attorney General Fleuriau, May 13, with 
due proviso _ the claim be affirmed by Mr. 


Brusle. 


Decisions in Sundry Suits. 

1. Renaud D’Hauterive vs. Prat. Revised set- 
tlement ordered. | 

R. P. Petit vs. Prat. Claim allowed. 

Voisin vs. Prat. Claims allowed. 

Cresemanne vs. Prat. Claim allowed. 

Caron vs. Prat. Claim allowed. 

Balcour vs. Prat. Claim allowed. 

Genevieve Boyer vs. Prat. —— allowed. 


Torn. 


| 
| 


. 
No. 30 ° 
See 3097, 
May 6, 1730. : 
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_ May 9, 1730. 


3095, 


See 3089, 301035. 


May 9, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 30%. 
See 29181, 


May 13, 1730. 


May 13, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 309%. 
See 3093. 


15, 1730. 
p.4. 
No. 30%. 
See 29181, 
30195, 
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Petition in Libel Suit. Joseph Lamy, sssoriee at 


Chaouachas, complains .that one Robin has 
been accusing J. L. of robbing nine barrels of 
rice. Let R. be cited. 

Action allowed. 


Decisions in Sundry Suits. 


1. Aufrere vs. DuBuisson. Arbitration sentence 
of March 28 to be carried out. 

‘Robin Senet vs. Rossard. Note to be paid. © 
Voisin vs. Dubreuil. For V. 

a Bousquerat vs. Beaupre. For 
R. P. Raphael vs. pomard. For R. P. R. 
Worn and soiled. 


Proposition to Free Negroes for Military Merit. 


Attorney General Fleuriau, moved by the in- 
human massacre at Natchez, urges recourse to 
every corrective measure, and suggest the plan 
of freeing those negroes who by report of the 
officers in charge proved loyally useful to the 
upper French posts. He would have a military 
company organized among the like elect negroes 
for instant call against the Indians on occasion. 
Freedom has already been promised to certain 
negro volunteers in wake of Natchez affair; 

let the promise be fulfilled, subject to apper- 
taining clauses of the Black Code. Appended 
list of names; those, presumably, of candidates 
for emancipation. 


Decision Between Brusle and Vaubery. Council 


orders Messrs. Vaubery and Touffreville, Cap- 
tain and clerk of La Baleine, to pay plaintiff his 
claim of 60 francs, on his affirming the debt 


valid. 
Signed: Perier. | 
D’ Auseville. 
on. 


Petition to Receive Legacies. R. P. Raphael re- 


minds the Council of his request in the matter 
of certain pious legacies, which have not been 
paid, although he has complied with his obliga- 
tions as defined in the wills. Let Mr. Rossard, 
attorney for vacant estates, be cited to settle 
without new delay. 

Action allowed. 

Notched border. 
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May 15, 1730. 
Slip. 

No. 309%. 
See 30100, 


After 

May 12, 1730. 
Ip. 

No. 30100, 

See 3099. 


May 16, 1730. 

Ip. 

No. 30191, 

See 3058, 
30582. 
30103] , 


May 16, 1730. 


Ip. No. 30191, 


See 1033. 


May 20, 1730. 
1p.4. 

No. 30102, 

See 301103. 


May 20, 1730. 
Ip. No. 3019, 


See 3011, 


Inventory of Bente. 
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Money Order. Chapitoulas. John Chrystof 
Kayser, surgeon, asks Mr. Rossard to pay Mr. 
‘De Lafreniere the sum of <y francs on the 
surgeon’s account. J. C. K. will credit Kolly 
estate for like sum ccoouelt on his salary. 

Labored signature, as though Dr. Johan 
Chrystof, Chyrurgien, were not very versatile 
in Reman script. 


Memorandum of Account. Staterhent of Lafre- 
niere’s credits with Mr. Rossard, attorney for 
vacant estates. Against Perrinet, who died 
aux Thonicats, 23 francs. Note of Quidort, 
settler at Natchez, 1084 francs. St. Francois, 
or Francois Vivard, settler at Natchez, 1293 
francs. Kolly estate, 300 francs. Against 
Mesplet of Avoyelles, 8 francs for an axe. 

Total, 589 francs. 


Petition of Recovery. Antoine Lowe, alias Lang- 
lois, had an allowed claim of 1000 francs against 
Sieur Fonder, then guardian of Soubaigne 
minors. Let the same claim be collected ot 
present guardian, Sieur Rousseau. 

Notice served. 


Petition of Recovery. Castelnau claims 104 france 
from Bordelon, due on a note. | 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. Arnaud Bonnaud, some- 
times Company storekeeper, is creditor to 
Bourbaut estate for some sheep. Let Mr. 
Rossard be cited, as attorney, to satisfy this 
claim. 

Action allowed. 


Decisions in Sundry Suits. | 
1. Antoine Lowe vs. Rousseau. A. L. shall take 


his place in line with other creditors. 
Blanpin vs. Sautier. Out of Court. 
Castelleau vs. Bordelon. Claim allowed. 
Bimond vs. Tourangeau. B. non-suited. 
Judgment to stand and execution ordered. 
sg vs. Robin. Further in process. 

orn. 


List of personal effects, an 
Indian slave among them, belonging to the tote 
Mr. Chassin, chief clerk at Natchez post. 
Major. Benan, who prepared the inventory, 
- took charge of a silver seal, and trunk keys. A 
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May 23, 1730. 


2pp. 

No. 30105, 

See 29181, 
3098, 
30120, 


May 23, 1730. 


3Spp. 

No. 3019, 

See 3069, 
30216, 
3185, 


May 27, 1730. 


Ip. 
No. 30107, 
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trunk filled with papers was not overhauled. 


Witnessed by D’Artaguiette, Pasquier, and Jean 
De Reytet. | | 


De Reytet also retained an old gun and a 
copper sword with silver hilt and silk belt. 


Petition for Settlement of Estate Business: Mr. 


Rossard cannot comply with R. P. Raphael’s 
demand as regards de La Salle bequest (330 


francs). 
and chief asset due on four slaves that were sold 


-to Mr. De Chavannes for sum oa of 4400 


francs, has not been realized. Let Mr. DeC. be 
cited to settle, or else give back the four slaves. 
_ Action allowed, and notice served to M. DeC. 


Letter of Terisse de Ternan to Rossard. Fort 


Chartres. Reporting the death of Mr. Dutisne 
on May 15, and forgiving, though bewailing 
his machinations against the writer. Another 
black mark on the character of the deceased 
was his exaction of a bonus from a fur trader, 
whereby the latter might carry peltries to 
Canada contrary to the law (or public orders of 
the Council). Writer is threatened with dis- 
missal; in such event, he will have the pleasure 
of seeing his friend Rossard. 


Petition of Kecovery. Councillor Louis Prat holds 


There is very little movable property, . 


a bond for 1260 francs payable in tobacco, 


against the late Arnaud Maudet, settler at 
Natchez, who was killed before discharge of 
matured bond. Let the deceased’s negroes be 


sold in satisfaction of this debt after Company’s 


claims are squared. 
Approved: Perier, Brusle, D’Auseville, Baron. 


Torn. 
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